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Bredhurst Road, Wigmore

An early view of Bredhurst Road, Wigmore. Can anyone pinpoint the exact position and tell us in which
direction the camera is pointing or possibly identify the three people?

Robert J. Kitney

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Last year we quite correctly celebrated the Golden
Jubilee of the Queen’s accession to the throne
although rather bizarrcly the date chosen for the
rejoicing was actually the 49th anniversary of her
Coronation. However, I am very pleased to see from
our Diary that St Margaret’s Church are organising
some cclebrations for this year to remember the
Coronation of June 2nd 1953. A Flower Festival
entitled ‘A Celebration of Community Life’ will be
held in the church from May 30th to June 2nd, with a
concert performed by the RATS on May 31st and a
Family Service on June 1st. More details next month
and if anyone clse is planning celebratory events do
let us know.

Your help is needed this month in at least two
ways. Does anyone know what became of the family
of Harold Greenhalgh, one time Headmaster of the
Council School, or can identify A.J. Goodwin?
Jonathan Saunders, who is researching the names on
Rainham’s War Memorial, would be very interested
if you can shed any light on these two names in
particular; he can be contacted on 379248, The other
request comes from the Mierscourt Guide Company,
who would love some extra assistance in the shape of
Guiders to help run this enthusiastic unit. If you have
fond memories of your time as a Guide and would
like to find out more of what is involved please ring
the District Commissioner, Lesley Dennis, on 234738
for more details.

We have just returned from our, now, annual
holiday *down under’. This year we visited Tasmania,
and yes we did see some Tasmanian Devils, not,
unfortunately, in the wild but together with koalas
and wombats in an animal sanctuary. However, we
were much more successful this year at spotting wild
animals, actually in the wild. They would not all
stand still and be photographed and it was usually
dusk at the time so if I did manage to click the camera
the picturc will probably not result in anything other
than a blurred shape to jog the memory but we really
did sce echidna, wallaby, kangaroo, possum, shear-
water (or mutton birds as the Tasmanians call them)
and our proudest boast, duck billed platypus,
followed almost immediately by kookaburras who
really were laughing at us. Altogether a very
satisfactory achievement. Unfortunately, we returncd

to some sadder news, my aunt, Miss F.A. (Anne)
Cheeseman, MBE, died, aged 92, in the middle of
March. Many Rainham people of my generation will
remember her as the superintendent of St Margaret’s
Sunday School where she encouraged us to collect
ship halfpennies and in other fund raising activities to
support the British & Foreign Bible Society. Our
group had a particular interest in supplying Bibles to
Kenya and we were called ‘The Good News Ship
Swabhili’. For many years St Margaret’s won the
annual national competition as top fund raisers and
we proudly brought home the flag ship from the
meeting in London to display in the window of the
children’s corner in church. After moving to
Newington and then retiring Miss Cheeseman left
Rainham Sunday School but until quite recently
continued to teach children at Newington.

It is wonderful to come home and find all the
spring flowers making such a magnificent show.
Spring certainly seems to be well on the way so do
have a good month, enjoy the good weather and we
will see you again in May.

Correspondence

RAINHAM WAR MEMORIAL
Dear Editor,
Further to my earlier request regarding Rainham’s
War Memorial, [ am grateful to all your readers who
contacted me, If there are others who could shed light
on any of Rainham’s First World War servicemen or
women then [ would be very interested to hear from
them. From the War Memorial itself [ am particularly
interested in positively identifying A.J. Goodwin,
Also, does any reader know what became of the
family of Harold Greenhalgh — Headmaster of the
Council Schools?
As you will recall it is my intention to publish an
account on the War Memorial and as [ am now
regularly asked ‘when’, can I add that avenues of
research are nearly exhausted and [ hope to finish this
project very soon.
Yours faithfully,
Jonathan Saunders
01634 379248

ST MARGARET’S RAINHAM

(17th GILLINGHAM) SCOUTS

Dear Editor,

We are looking for an off-road parking spot in the
Rainham area for our standard-sized blue Transit van
when not in use. If any reader has an unused
driveway or suitable van-sized area that might be
available please contact me on 01634 230430.

We are also looking for a second area where we
can park our slightly larger red Transit minibus.
Although a little less urgent, a parking space off the
highway would be most welcome.

Yours faithfully,
Morton Jarvis
Group Scout Leader

2

CARE HAND-IN-HAND APPEAL
Dear Editor,

The owners of Knowlers’ Nursery, 143 Berengrave
Lane, Rainham, have kindly offered the use of their
premises again this year for CARE torun a
refreshment bar cach weckend during May, including
Bank Holiday Mondays. Tea, coffee, cakes, etc. will
be on sale, together with a stall selling toys, books,
bric-a-brac etc.

Any donations to the cake or goods stall will be
gratefully accepted. All proceeds are in aid of the
purpose-built premises being erected in Edenbridge.
CARE provides accommodation, employment etc. to
adults with learning difficulties, enabling them to lead
the life you take for granted.

Yours sincerely,

Ruth Fowler

Chairman,

South East Central

Fundraising Group
EAST HOATH WOOD 01634 387621
Dear Editor,

In his article on East Hoath Wood, Mr Cooper
expressed surprise that the triangular piece of land
between Hoath Lane and Hempstead Hill was called
‘The Scrubs’.

I think this name is confirmed by the fact that
Hempstead Hill used to be called ‘Scrubs Bottom’.
I believe that the name was changed when the Link
Road was constructed.

The remains of the Alexandra Hospital must have
been demolished in the 60s, as the Link Road goes
straight through the middle of the site.

Yours sincerely

C.E. Welfare
184 Ploughman’s Way
Rainham

FLOWER FESTIVAL

Dear Editor,

The Friends of St Margaret’s are holding a Flower
Festival in church from Friday 30th May to Monday
2nd June 2003 from 10.00am to 4.00pm (except
Sunday morning) to celebrate the 50th anniversary of
the Queen’s coronation. The title of the festival will
be ‘A Celebration of Community Life’ and we are
inviting all Rainham organisations to see if they

Abbeyf{eld

Where older people find ¥ care in housing

would like to take part either by sponsoring a display
or donating an arrangement of their own.

On Saturday 31st May there will be a concert by
the RATS Concert Party in church at 8.00pm.
Admission, on the door, will be £5.00 per person and
light refreshments will be served after the
performance. On Sunday 1st June, a Family Service
will be held in church at 10.30am at which all will be
most welcome. For any enquiries please contact Ann
Gray (372680) or Bev Walsh (373997),

In response to popular demand, Joe Ennis is to give
another talk on old Rainham in September but he is
keen to have more material, slides and photographs to
enhance his present collection. If you have any of
these and would be prepared to lend them to Joe
please contact him on 235182,

Yours faithfully,
Kay Jarvis
GHS SPRING SHOW Friends Committee
Dear Editor,

It’s time to enjoy Spring flowers in all their beauty
and you can see flowers of a high standard at the
Gillingham Horticultural Spring Show on Saturday
April 5th (2.30-4.30pm) at United Reformed Church
Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. There will be a
large range of Spring exhibits, Domestic classes, and
Floral Art and Craft, all done by the society members.
Visitors are very welcome, admission is free, and tea
and refreshments are available; there is a sales table
and a raffle.

The society is always glad to see new faces, and
would welcome new members, so come along and
see what our society can do - you may like to join us,

Wynne Prescott
Vice-Chair
Floral Art Group

Do you enjoy being part of a team?

Do you get a buzz seeing our youth achieve?
Do you enjoy helping young women
between 10 and 15 years of age?

Yes! Then 1st Mierscourt Guides needs two
Guiders as soon as possible to enable the unit to

continue to flourish. If you are interested, please
contact Lesley Dennis on 01634 234738

SALMON WINDOWS

Family run business with 20 years experiance

o Conservatories - designed and built
Convalescence - Respite - Short Stay Care| |e UPVC windows doors & porches
s et Koper Home Rl | |3 VG800
Home for the elderly who are recovering P et L
from hoapts isation gr fot,catcrs e 10 year insurance backed guarantes
who wish to take a holiday. b ik ‘
Contact: Mrs Pam Harrington— For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 262266 KCC Registered 01634 363881 / 07973860369




Diary 2003

Keeper: Mrs Christine Smith
275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries
Diary Copy Date: 15th April 2003

April Sth - Instep Dancing, Saturday Social Dance,
Rainham School for Girls, Ballroom Latin/
Sequence, 8.00 to 11.00pm. Details 363738.

April Sth — Friends of St Margaret’s Church, Table
Sale, 10.00am to 12 noon, Millennium Centre,
admission 25p. Refreshments available, ring Ann
Gray 372680 for details.

April 5th - Gillingham Horticultural Society Spring
Show, 2.30 to 4.30pm, United Reformed Church
Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham.

April 5th — Wine & Wisdom Evening, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 7.30pm, £5 per person supper
inc. (BYOD). Ring 387055 to book.

April 7th — Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan Club.
(see 14th April)

April 8th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting Club,

8.00 to 10.00pm, Red Cross, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. Ring 862673 for details.

April 8th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society, talk by John Paulding.

7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls, ring 362683 for

details.

April 8th — Medway Antique & Collectors’ Club,
8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road, Chatham.,
Mr Eddie Cook ‘History of Tea & Coffee’, ring
365861 for details.

April 9th - Bredhurst Women'’s Institute. 7.30pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall. Janet Baker *Ma Bakers
Laundry’. Ring 232617 for details.

April 9th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30 to 9.30pm,
Upchurch Village Hall. Workshop, Ring 362123
for details.

April 10th - Wigmore Thursday Club. 2.00pm,

St Matthews Community Centre. Bingo. All over
50s welcome. Ring 235507 for details,

® 01227 751130

Kitchens & Bedrooms

Your local kitchen company that gets national
recognition. Featured in “The Times” and “25
Beautiful Kitchens" magazine

Vine Farm, Stockers Hill, Boughton-under-Blean,

April 12th - Wine & Wisdom in aid of Molly
Wisdom Hospice, Forresters Hall, Sturdee Avenue,
7.30pm. Tickets £5 which includes sausage &
chips from 370492,

April 12th - Quiz Night for Cancer Research UK at
Newington Village Hall. 7.30pm. £5 per ticket
(inc. supper). Up to tables of 8, BYOD. Ring
Alison on Med 234490 for details.

April 13th —~ Medway Towns Footpath Group.
2.30pm, Wye Downs, dogs on lcads, 5 miles.

April 14th - Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan Club,
Howard Hall, Woodside. 2.00 to 4.00pm. Easter
Bonnet Parade, all over 50s welcome.

Ring 362662 for details.

April 14th — Rainham Evening Women’s Institute.
Ms H. Archdeacon ‘Premature Babies’, 7.30pm,
Platters Farm Lodge, Highficld Road, Rainham,
Ring 231554 for details.

April 15th — Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. 7.30 to
9.00pm, ‘Eggstravaganza’, an Easter Arrangement,
all welcome, Ring 234734 for details.

April 16th — Medway Camcorder Club, Medway
Motor Yacht Club, Borstal, 7.30pm, “Your Special
Films’, Ring 371570 for details,

April 16th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 8.00pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall. Mrs Julia Page ‘Dreamy
Drowsy Loose’. Ring 233554 for details.

April 17th — Wigmore Thursday Club. ‘Travels to the
Holy Land’ by Gerry Harris. (see 10th April)

April 17th - Rainham (Afternoon) Women'’s
Institute, 1.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley
Road, Rainham. Japan - Miss M. Symons.

Ring 372479 for details.

April [9th — Instep Dancing. (see Sth April)

April 20th — Medway Towns Footpath Group,
10.30am. Goudhurst car park, dogs on leads,

7 miles.
April 22nd - Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club. (sce 8th April)

April 23rd — Three Towns Theatre Group
“The King & I’, 7.30pm (Sat matinée 2.30pm).
Box Office 338338,

April 24th — Rainham & District Dollshouse Group,

7.30pm, St Thomas of Canterbury Church Hall,
Details from 312038,

GREG BRYANT
CONSTRUCTION
MEDWAY 231321

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER
EXTENSIONS BLOCK PAVING
ROOF CONVERSIONS

Faversham, Kent, ME13 9AB NABC Free Surveys
www.rootskitchens.co,uk E——— and Estimates
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April 24th —~ Wigmore Thursday Club. Service, Sales
Stall & Quiz. (see 10th April)

April 25th — Medway Geographical Society ‘Walk in
the Pyrenees’, Mr Brian Self. 7.30 to 9.00pm.
Adult Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham,

April 26th — New Exhibition Rainham Bookshop
Gallery.

April 27th — Medway Towns Footpath Group,
2.00pm. Vernon Holme School, Harbledown,
no dogs, 6 miles.

April 28th — Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan Club.
(see 14th April)

April 29th — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship,

Marlborough Unit, 8.00pm, Chairman’s Choice, all

welcome. Details 364818.

April 29th - Wigmore Community & Residents
Association, 7.30pm, Fairview Junior School Hall,
all welcome. Details from 378769.

April 30th — Medway Camcorder Club. Talk ‘Social
Outings and Day Trips’. (see 16th April)

May Ist - Wigmore Thursday Club. Celia Boyce
‘Chelsea Flower Show 2002°. (see 10th April)

May 2nd - Gillingham Recorded Music Society,
‘More Musical Landscapes’ Harold and Dorothy
Rogers, 7.15 to 9.15pm. 5t Augustine’s Church
Room (top of Rock Avenue), Gillingham.

May 3rd - Instep Dancing. (see Sth April)

May 3rd-5th — Stall & Refreshments at Knowlers
Nursery, 143 Berengrave Lane, 10.00am to
4.00pm, in aid of CARE Hand in Hand Appeal.

May 4th — Medway Towns Footpath Group, 10.00am,

Tenterden Rail Station, dogs on leads, 6 miles.

May 6th ~ Floral Art Group, Blossom Time, a petite
arrangement. (see 15th April)

May 7th — Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Berengrove Cricket Club House, Berengrave Lane,
Mr G. Johnson ‘Kent an Unusual View’.

Ring 387176 for details,

May 8th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Countdown.
{see 10th April)

May 8th-17th — Medway Little Theatre present
‘Chicken Soup with Barley’ by Amold Wesker,
7.30pm. Box Ofice 400322,

May 10th — City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra,
Central Theatre, Chatham, 7.30pm. Overture Verdi
Nabucco, Four Last Songs, Richard Strauss.

Box Office 403868.

May 10th-11th —~ CARE Stall at Knowlers Nursery
(see 3rd May)

May 11th — Medway Towns Footpath Group,
2.00pm, Wye Church. No dogs, 6 miles.

May 11th — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship &

St Matthew’s Church Roof and Renew Appeal.
Race Night at St Matthew’s Community Centre,
7.00pm. Tickets £6 from 235056 or 370722
include supper, BYOD.

May 12th — Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan Club.
(see 14th April) '

May 13th - Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society, talk Dick Hampshire,
7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls. Ring 362683
for details.

May 13th - Wigmore Men’s Fellowship, Robot
Wars. (see 29th April)

May 13th — Medway Antique & Collectors’ Club,
8.00pm, St George Hotel, New Road, Chatham.
Mr A. Moore ‘Silversmithing from Idea to Item’.
Ring 365861 for details. .

May 14th — Medway Camcorder Club, visit by
Tonbridge Club. (see 16th April)

May 14th — Bredhurst Women’s Institute, 7.30pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall, Resolutions. Ring 232617

Scottish Country Dancing. Medway Caledonians
meet each Monday 1.30 to 3.30pm, Bredhurst Village
Hall and cach Thursday 8.00 to 10.30pm All Saints’
Church Hall, Frindsbury. Details from Maureen Pope
230433.

Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan Club meets at the
Howard Hall, Woodside, Wigmore, from 2.00 to
4,00pm. We mostly play bingo, have a raffle and
there is a break for a cup of tea and biscuits. People
over the age of 50 are welcome and transport can
sometimes be arranged. Ring 362662 for details.

Craft Club meet every second Tuesday each month at
Rainham Christian Fellowship. Twydall. New faces
welcome. Details from 260463,

Upbury Manor Barn Dance Club meet cvery
Thursday at Woodlands Road, Gillingham. 7.30 to
9.30pm. Beginners welcome, singles or couples.
Ring 362446 for information,

The RIDEAWARY NURSERY
105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch
01634 231693

HANGING BASKETS
& SEASONAL BEDDING
Trees, Shrubs, Climbers, Perennials
Garden Design, Landscaping
and Maintenance Service
Open Wednesday to Sunday
10am till 4pm

Absolute Beginners

2 Watercolour
\-a d Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing,
(stress-busting) day out in a country barn
studio in Lower Halstow
ONE DAY CLASSES
May 14th  July 30th

Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

T

Beginners Calligraphy ) 4
with Gold Leaf FOA




KW ELECTRONIC
SERVICES
No Call Out Charge

All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, ctc.
Repaired & Serviced

ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO
FOR SALE

All work guarantced at least 3 months

TELEPHONE:; Medway 364943

G.P.
PRIVATE PRACTICE

Dr. M J. MURPHY
MB, BCh

1 Crevequer Chambers
35 High Street, Rainham
Monday - Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333

A types of guality

PRINTING
POSTER PRINTS TO AO SIZE

78 teygper of Gualifey

S 1 G N S
COLOUR COPY - PRINT & SIGNS

18 STATION ROAD, RAINHAM, KENT MEB 7PFH OBOO F8.3 O9F7 4

('S.B. BRICKWORK LTD )

BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken

Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

PNT LANDSCAPES
Garden & General Maintenance Services
From Mowing the Lawn to
Complete Garden Makeovers
PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS

Tel 01634 389850
Mobile 07732 777837 or 0787 6228914

e A

= Specialists in Walls, Floors J——
Slate, Terracotta and Mosaics

MAX THE PLUMBER
Established 30 years

BATHROOMS - GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

01634 231390

o5 Fully qualified with 10 years’ experience
9‘\\%} All aspects of decorating undertaken
v Competitive Prices
No job too small ~ Special rates for QAPs
Tel: 01634 233845
Mobile: 0778 0810 346

%Pﬂ LADY DECORATOR
-4

}""_ ' Supplied and Fixed e
” or labour only !

= 01634 235714

N crystaL Curtain & Blind

4 Manufacturers
Quality Mede to Messure Curtains’
TRACKS

HOME CONSULTANCY SERVICE

fgnlt 1810, Eim Court T
apstona Road

Glllingham Nobody beats
KentME73JQ  our prices
Phone: 01634 817807
Fax: 01634 408298 Zorer
Mablie: 07904 587460
Emall: crystal@cannon2.fsnet.co.uk m
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UPCHURCH FESTIVAL OF MUSIC

8th — 13th July 2003

Make a note in your diaries to make sure you don’t
miss this popular biennial event. Five concerts in

St Mary’s Church and a traditional, foot-tapping, jazz

gig in the village hall. Details will appear in a later
edition of the Forum, but the following will give you
a taster of what is to come.
Tuesday 8th ~ Rainham Ladies’ Choir
Wednesday 9th Opus 32

(a group of lively 16-23 year olds)
Thursday 10th 2 for the Price of 1
(Maggie Bloor & Ben Odom)
Burt Butler’s Jazz Pilgrims
(in the Village Hall)
Canterbury City Brass Band
Upchurch Night (Upchurch Choral
Society, Church Choir, Holywell
School and local artistes)
Further information from:
Frank Osborne, 01634 233576 or
Pat New, 01634 374220.

Friday 11th

Saturday 12th
Sunday 13th

SSAFA FORCES HELP KENT BRANCH
WILL PROVIDE SUPPORT TO FAMILIES
OF TROOPS DEPLOYED IN THE GULF

SSAFA Forces Help Kent Branch, a charity which
helps serving and ex-Service men, women and their
families, will provide support to families left behind
during the present crisis in the Gulf. It will also look
after dependants of TA soldiers and other reservists
recently called up for service,

Nearly all the troops normally stationed in Kent
have been deployed to the Gulf for OP TELIC. Many
families will have been left behind to cope without
spouses, fathers or mothers. Most will do so well but

some may need an occasional helping hand or support

and companionship.

The armed forces and the Ministry of Defence have

spared no effort to put in place staff and systems to
give all the help they can. Information on these
measures can be obtained from the following web
sites:

agencies/aws/afabsheets/OP TELIC/index/him
OP TELIC Families and Friends Information Pages
e www.royal-navy.mod.uk/static/pages/159.html
Gulf Operations
e www.rafcom.co.uk Royal Air Force Community
Support
The Armed Services organisations will be assisted by
volunteer bodies and charities of which SSAFA
Forces Help is the front line organisation with some
400 professionals and 7,500 volunteers nationally,
many of them case workers and visitors.
In Kent there are more than 150 voluntcers, 90 of
whom are active caseworkers. They arc currently:
e in contact with the base units of the troops overseas
e testing their lincs of communication with the social
services and local hospitals
e liaising with the emergency services
s identifying temporary accommodation near
hospitals for families to visit any casualtics
Contact telephone number for Medway is 01634
233989.

THE ORIGIN OF A NAME - CARVORAN (2)

With reference to our original article on the name
Carvoran, published in the December edition, readers
might like to know the results of some feedback.

Several telephone conversations served to confirm
that the small estate consisting of Drewery Drive,
Edwards Close, St Margaret’s Drive, Lakewood
Drive and Carvoran Way, were named after members
of his family and a local councillor of the time.
Although Carvoran is thought to derive from either
the fact that Edward Drewery had a caravan on the
site or it was his son’s name!

Do any readers have any other theories?

Pam and Philip Cole, 01634 376608,

WINE & WISDOM

We are holding a Wine and Wisdom on Saturday
12th April at 7.30pm in aid of the Molly Wisdom
Hospice. Tickets are £5 which includes sausage and
chips. It will be held at the Forresters Hall in Sturdee
Avenue, Gillingham. To book a table please phone
Alan and Tina on 370492,

REFLEXOLOGY

An ancient treatment that helps to relieve today’s ilinesses

HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or to book an
appolntment
Home visits available

David Stride MBSR., M.BR.CP.(Reflexology)
196 Wigmore Road, Wigmore, Glllingham, Kent
MES OTL

Tel: 01634 365510

Puma pvce

Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee
* Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT
ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH

I wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o’er vales and hills,

When all at once I saw a crowd,

A host of golden daffodils. (William Wordsworth)

Like most National Trust properties, Rudyard
Kipling’s former home in Sussex, Bateman’s, opens
from the end of March. But at weekends in March the
grounds were open for the benefit of those who
wanted to sce the earliest of the Spring flowers.

Bateman’s lies in the Sussex High Weald which
consists of numerous steep valleys and small hills.
The hills are generally covered in woodland made up
of coppiced hornbeam and sweet chestnut inter
planted with standard oaks. Between the woods are a
patchwork of small fields.

The house, which overlooks the River Dudwell, a
tributary of the River Rother, is approached through
the village of Burwash. It nestles among fields
bounded by tidy hawthorn hedges and massive oak
trees. Sheep in the fields complete a typical Sussex
scene.

There are three formal gardens at Bateman’s, two
of which are walled and the largest of which is
surrounded by yew hedges. It still being Winter at the
time of our visit, most of the plants were dormant but
there were clumps of crocuses, daffodils, snowdrops,
cillas and hellebores. A quince tree trained against a
wall was in bloom. Many of the fruit and other trees
in the formal gardens were festooned with lichens
which are more noticeable when the trees are bare of
leaves. A robin sang from the top of a garden wall
and the two blue tits kept in touch with each other as
they searched for insects in an overhanging oak tree,

In the wild flower garden beside the River Dudwell
were groups of celandines, primroses, snowdrops and
daffodils. It is not clear whether Kipling or any of his
predecessors had had a hand in introducing any of
these species to the wild garden. Sufficient to say that
snowdrops were probably brought into Britain from
central Europe in medieval times and planted in the
grounds of churches and monasteries. They would
have been introduced for religious reasons, the pure

white blooms of the flower having long been used by
the Roman Catholic church in the celebration of
Candlemas on 2nd February. It is, however, possible
that some colonies of snowdrops in this country are
of native origin, particularly those in south west
England and along the Welsh border. There is always
a good display of snowdrops in Leeds churchyard
near Maidstone.

According to Richard Mabey, writing in his book
‘Flora Britannica’, the wild daffodil continued to be
one of the most widespread and common Spring
flowers in this country until the middle of the
nineteenth century. Then, across much of central and
castern England in particular, it seemed to dip into a
rapid and mysterious decline. By the 1930s thousands
of Londoners were prepared to make a round trip of
over 200 miles to Ledbury and the surrounding area,
by means of special trains run by the Great Western
Railway, to sec and pick wild daffodils. The flowers
were also picked by local people and dispatched to
various parts of the country, especially just prior to
Mothering Sunday. Wild daffodils remained one of
the seasonal crops of gypsies, particularly in the West
Country, up to the mid 1980s.

Today the wild daffodil, once widespread and
common, occurs only in certain widely separated
parts of the country, such as Devon, the Black
Mountains of Wales, the Lake District and the Sussex
Weald. Here in Kent there is a colony at Lesnes
Abbey, near Erith.

After a visit to the water mill on the River
Dudwell, which once again grinds wheat into flour,
we headed for the Mulberry Tea Room for our first
National Trust tea of the season. On the counter were
the labels ‘Date and Walnut’, ‘Fruit Cake’,
‘Chocolate Sponge’, *Sussex Black’ and ‘Flapjack’.
For me, they are as much a sign of the end of Winter
as snowdrops and daffodils.

Joe Ennis

LAST PRIZE FIGHT TOOK PLACE HERE

In the years which immediately preceded the last war,
I was local correspondent for the ‘Kent Messenger”
here in Rainham and in those days local news was

considered more important than now, although in
retrospect [ believe that [ was poorly paid at a penny

SUTTONS WITH

KHILKOFF-BOULDING & CO.
SOLICITORS
84/86 High Street, Rainham

Specialising in
Conveyancing, Probate & Wills
Call us today for a competitive Quote on
MEDWAY {01634) 373333

Other offices situated throughout Kent
providing a complete professional legal service

PH
INTERIORS
THE START TO FINISH
CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING AND
HOME ALTERATION SERVICE
For a reliable and professional tradesman
Call 01634 327019 — Philip Hobbs

15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
Mobile 07798 647747

per line (old money). The papers worked on the
principle that if a person’s name was mentioned they
had a reader, and if they printed a photograph that
readership would last a lifetime. I could regularly rely
on the reports of soccer and cricket matches, whist
drives, deaths and marriages to fill a fairly long
column, including a list of presents if either party of
the marriage was well known. I did not like calling
upon very close relatives of deceased residents, which
is how [ developed a knowledge of many local
relationships as most of the older Rainham families
were then, and still are, inter-related.

Although Rainham was one of the largest villages
in Kent, its population was closely knit and inter-
dependent and popular personalities tended to
flourish far more than now — one such resident was
Mr Henry George Samson known as ‘the grand old
man of Rainham’ who eventually died in 1948 aged
95. He looked the part, being of stocky build with a
short white beard and lived in a thatched cottage next
to the congregational chapel in Meres Court Road
(1924 map) although we still called it Chapel Lane.
Incidentally I have a copy of the report of his death
and the printed photograph at the time if any of his
relatives would be interested. He was always good for
a story, particularly when I took him an ounce of
tobacco and now, in my old age, I understand what he
meant when he said ‘to be able to enjoy your former
life, in memory, is to live it twice over’,

At that time Mr Samson was one of the very few
persons left who participated in the last bare-knuckle
prize fight to be held in England when it was already
illegal. Apparently, Mr John and Mr Fred Scott
arranged a £400 a side contest between Jimmy
Roberts and Alec Hayes to take place at Farthing
Corner at 4.00am on a morning in May 1885.

Mr Samson was used to providing all the furniture for
the various fetes and sporting events which took place
in Rainham at that time, and he was entrusted with
the task of providing and making the stalls, tables and
benches for the expected spectators who came mainly
from London to Chatham on the midnight train. They
then completed the journey on horse drawn vehicles,
which had been secretly arranged for the occasion.
These visitors told those who were inquisitive that
they were attending a ball, which must have raised

some eyebrows.

The fight lasted nearly two hours ending at ten
minutes to six when Hayes, the better fighter,
unfortunately damaged his fist on a ring post when he
missed Roberts. A collection for the loser raised £100
and Mr Samson took him home and cared for him on
the following day.

The village constable had become suspicious with
the amount of unusual traffic movements and arrived
at the scenc just before the event was to commence,
wherceupon he was well entertained to a late supper or
an early breakfast with limitless supplies of drink
until after the fight. Some of those who attended were
later charged at the Court of Sessions, which
presumably would have been held at Sittingbourne,
where all were found ‘not guilty’. This was hardly
surprising as it was said that the Chairman had also
attended the event.

I wonder how many of those who live nearby
realise that they may be walking over the very spot
where this historic sporting event was held, and
perhaps those who regularly travel to and from
London via the service area may reflect upon those
who travelled overnight by mail train and horse
drawn vehicles to see the last prize fight to be held in
England.

In the newspaper reports at the time, the location is
mentioned as Fardon’s Comner and I wonder if this
was a mistake because I haven't seen the name on
any plan or map. I should be glad to learn if any
reader has information on this point.

Freddie Cooper
November 2002

SPRING HOLIDAY TO AUSTRIA

Spaces on Austrian Tyrol Holiday 2003

~ A good value holiday in good company with
Rainham Historical Society in conjunction with
Horton Griffiths Travel

* Local Pick Up * No single supplement

* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast * £579 per person

10 days by Coach leaving Friday 30th May

8 days by Air leaving Saturday 3 1st May
— Contact Katherine on 01634 389919

M]JH Electrical Services

Power - Lighting — Storage Heaters
Full | Part Rewires
Upgrade Fuse Boards and Earthing
No Job Too Small
FREE Advice - FREE Estimates
NO Call Out Charge

Telephone
01634 233852 - 07721071440

RAINHAM CAMERAS

NEW & USED PHOTOGRAPHIC

Equipment Bought, Sold & Exchanged

* Over 38 Years Experience *
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS FILM PROCESSING
BINOCULAR & TELESCOPE SPECIALISTS
NEW SERVICE
Old Photographs Copied & Restored
Quality Hand Printing in Black & White
Or in Old Fashioned Sepia
7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS
01634 239866




il |

5 M VEHICLE PAINT REPAIR
Q‘M“%R{)zn‘:?Tf )“JL',_L Istery, Dash & Windscreen Repair
' Scratches - Bumper Scuffs - Lacquer Damage

Repaired at Home, Office or Business

|
Gary Etheridge i

Mobile 07816 673636  Tel: 01795 843278
2 Westmoreland Drive, Lower Halstow, Kent ME9 7EL J

JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

MUNN ACADEMY OF DANCE
Dance for Fun Est 1972

Pupils 2 yrs—Professionals
Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre,
Gym, Disco, Cheer Technique,
Drama & Singing Tuition
Adult Tap, Jazz, Disco
Exams, Shows, Competitions & Cabarets
Principal: Lasley Munn
Fellow & Examiner LD.T.A.

MEDWAY 234168

] A -' D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
I ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
® Accounts
* Tax
. Book-keeping
Orchard House, Station Road, . Payroll
Rainham, Kent, MER TRS 5 Andit

Tel: 01634 375222

Fax: 01634 371318 %
E Mail: j.u.d associates@htinlemet.com
www, jad sageld.com

Associated Services

D.H. MILLER

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS )
For all your Plumbing Services

HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of
old Systems a Speciality
o CENTRAL HEATING
e LUXURY BATHROOMS -
& SHOWERS ,(O‘\
MEDWAY 235831 Ny phe
36 High Swreet, Rainham i

Reg. No_ 6629

Housemartin Scheme Limited

Carers required for weekdays, evcnings and
weekends, hours flexible. Domestic and
Personal Care help given to the elderly,

frail, mentally and physically handicapped.

Training provided — transport not
essential. Four weeks paid.hohday,
enhanced payment for unsociable hours.

Telephone essential. For further details ring

Medway 01634 366528

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Stresl, Rainham, Kent. MES BAT
24 Hour Recovery. Bam~6pm Tel: Medway 377803
Alter Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: Medway 235383

177 Wakeley Road + Rainham « Kent - MES 8NJ
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Correspondence

FRIENDS OF WAKELEY SCHOOL
Dear Editor,

The Friends of Wakeley School are organising a
fundraising MUSIC QUIZ NIGHT which will be held
at the school of Saturday 5th April at 7.00 for 7.30pm
start.

Tables of up to 8 people can be reserved by
telephoning the school (in school hours) on 231965,
Tickets cost £3.50 per person (adults only) and guests
should bring their own nibbles/drinks.

These evenings are great fun and you don’t have to
be ‘musical’ to enjoy the event, There will also be
raffles with prizes and cash to be won.

This is Wakeley Junior School’s Golden Jubilce
year and the proceeds from this event will be used so
that all the children can celebrate the school’s 50
years of achievement. It is also tinged with sadness
that this will also be Wakeley’s final year as we will
be merging with Meredale Infant School and re-
opening in September 2003 as Riverside Primary
School. Fundraising eyents will most certainly
continue with the new school but this will be the last
‘Wakeley’ Music Quiz Night.

Yours sincerely
Vanessa Reid (Mrs)
Secretary,

Friends of Wakeley

Remoaval Of Old Timber i
Maintenance Free Exteriors 5 [~ f )%
Full Ventilation With Bird Guard  *a=”

01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MES OJL

ST MATTHEW'S CHURCH & COMMUNITY
CENTRE ROOF & RENEW APPEAL
Dear Editor,

We at St Matthew’s Church, Wigmore, were
absolutely delighted to receive the cheque for £480
from Action Forum towards our Roof & Renew
Appeal. Action Forum has given our appeal much
support by coverage in the magazine as well as
financial donations since we formally launched the
appeal two years ago.

Last year we completed Phase 1 of the appeal
when the work on the Community Centre was carried
out. We have now tumed our attention to the church
building itself and launched Phase 2 of the appeal at
the beginning of February. In fact, the cheque from
Action Forum was the first to arrive after the launch.

Currently we have raised over £450,000, but still
need to raise a further £317,000. For further
information on the appeal or a brochure please
contact me.

Many thanks for the continuing support of Action
Forum.

Yours sincerely

Peter Hagger

Secretary of the Appeal
Tel: 01634 235056

GAS SHOW ROOMS
Dear Editor,

I just want to thank you for your cover picture on
the March Action Forum. When I look at the
‘modern’ building I could weep, and I am glad that
my parents can't see it.

My father was appointed to ‘run’ the showrooms
along with responsibility for all gas work in Rainham,
in the *30s. Conscquently we, as a family, lived in the
house and very grand it was. When he retired in the
early 50s we had to come down to carth and find
another dwelling place. We little thought that 2 High
Street would become such a monstrosity. I am so
pleased that you have drawn attention to it. Perhaps
somebody will try to ‘re-form” it.

Yours sincerely,
Margaret List

AERIALS

* RECEPTION PROBLEMS?
+ NO CHANNEL 57
WE CAN HELP!
» REPAIRS » EXTRATV POINTS
« CABLE/SATELLITE TV IN ALL ROOMS
» FREE TO VIEW DIGITAL CHANNELS
* COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES 01634 262582
ENGINEER 07949 588464

AROMATHERAPY

Pregnancy Massage
Indian Head Massage

01634 234209
MRS ANNE SIBLEY IFA APNT

Special Offer 10% discount
for your first visit

David haines

Painter

decorator @

133 Marshall Road
Rainham Kent MES OAL
07956 318932




GORDON J. WHITING

Waste removal cheaper than
the local council

cooker, washing machine £8.00 each
three piece suite £18.00
double beds £12.00

HOUSE CLEARANCE -
01622 720010 Mobile 07860 559459

Licensed by K.C.C.

B D L. GAS SERVICES
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent
01634 232048

Visit your local gas showroom
for all your Gas Appliance needs

Cookers, Fires, Surrounds
Fires on Live ! and all installation work

! WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED
Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515
Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.E.M.E.|

DA CONSTRUCTION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS + LOFT CONVERSIONS

GENERAL
COMMERCIAL/DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE RATES
MR ARCHER
Tel: 01634 389604 Mobile 07961 839328

A.C.W. Building Contractor
All domestic Property maintenance
Painting/Decorating/Coving
Bathroom, Kitchen installation, Tiling
Free Estimate
“Big Enough To Handle it-Small Enough To Care”
For a refiable and professional tradesman call;
07818 064421 — Allen

DSJ

Auto Electrical
Alternators » Starters « Batteries
Lighting » Wiring Faults etc.
Mobile Service

Tel: 01634 262674 Mobile: 07899 097951
3 Middleton Close, Rainham, Kent MES 9LN

Deeper, Darker, 1 57, V.
Faster TANNING “'Z}‘iﬁﬁ%%uﬁﬂunn
01634 362 575 47B High St, Rainham

This voucher allows the holder a 3 mins session FREE

Only one free session per person. Cannat be used with any other cffer.
Mon-Fri 10.00am to 8.00pm. Sat 10.00am to 6.00pm

Trimmers for Slimmers Six Day Trial £4.95
The Easy Way To Lose Weight! Now in Stock

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved

DECORATING - Internal / External
Established 1988

NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
Rainham 07814 151393

MERESBOROUGH NURSERY /\
Geraniums Fuchsias d
Trailing Plants

IN SEASON OPEN DAILY

FOR COMPOST, PEAT & FERTILISER
Mereshorough Road, Rainham, Gillingham,
Kent ME8 8PP e Tel: 01634 231639

Kent Drawing
THINKING ABOUT AN EXTENSION
TO YOUR HOME?

THEN GIVE US A CALL, FOR ALL
YOUR BUILDING PLANS AND
COUNCIL APPLICATION PHONE

01634 230444

V.E. WHITE & CO.
Solicitors
For a complete legal service
Contact us for a competitive quote on

Medway (01634) 739195

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
Free Parking

MARK STEVENS

Paving Specialist and General Builder
20 years experience
DRIVEWAYS BRICKWORK
PATIOS PLASTERING
No job too big or small
Free estimates

Tel 01634 364932 Mobile 07946 443349

STUMPMASTERS
Professional Tree Care

All tree work undertaken including
felling, pruning, topping and lopping.
Stump grinding specialists.

Free quotes and advice. Fully qualified & insured

01634 361472 or 07789 632438

D.A.Price Services

01634 233709/01795 842644 3
Mobile: 07860 733980 9.
GENERAL HOUSE <

MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

FAIRVIEW

ESTATE AGENTS

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, Rainham,
Kent. MES OPX
‘The answer to all your property neaeds

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

CONTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS
TELEPHONE: 01634 377825

s

KING AND 1

Three Towns Theatre Company are proud to present
one of the greatest and best-loved musicals of our
time. Based on a true story, ‘The King & I’ is the
story of Anna, a young American widow who goes to
Siam as schoolteacher to the Royal Court in the
1860s. The combination of the King’s keenness to
embrace western ideals and his deep sense of
tradition causes conflict between them, which in time
turns to respect and ultimately love, making this a
truly unique love story. ‘The King & I’ will be
performed at the Central Theatre, Chatham, from
23rd 1o 26th April at 7.30pm (Saturday Matinée
2.30pm). Box Office 338338.

LEFT ANYTHING BEHIND?

Many people have been remembering the life of
Mrs Eleanor Coats, who died in November 2002
shortly after her 94th birthday.

What will we leave behind? A nurse and midwife
like Nell brought many healthy babies into the world.
Her own three sons were not the only youngsters to
become sturdy and well.

She and her husband Ron, who was a pharmacist in
Rainham for over 50 years, provided comfort and
longer life to countless Rainham folk.

Do you take home herbs from the supermarket or
garden centre? Ron and Nell used to share their love
of plants and gardening. One memorable day they
came to the Chelsea Physic Garden where they
recognised the plants used as herbal remedies and
spoke of the modern drugs based on them,

Do you go to bazaars and look for home made
preserves? What about marmalade, those pickles and
the perfect little pots of mint jelly! Do you go to the
RaTS theatre? There always used to be a Red Cross
member to look afier everyone. Did you need to
borrow a stick, crutch or some other personal help
from the Red Cross or go to classes there for First
Aid? Mrs Coats was one of the founders of the Red
Cross in Rainham and she was commandant for many
years.

Do you enjoy meeting for a chat, to sing, to pray,
to organise a good deed or to put on a play?

Mrs Coats was active in Townswomen’s Guild and
other groups. Are you pleased to see the local
churches working together? Mrs Coats was active in
the Women’s World Day of Prayer which led the way
in their co-operation.

Do you have your own transport? What about
Mrs Coats on her moped? Do you hate waste? At the
back of the cleaners’ cupboard at St Margaret’s there
is still one of the many mops Nell and Ron made
from wire coat hangers bent to take tiny scraps of
wool in a fringe for dusting.

Do you have any personal memories of Mr and
Mrs Coats? Is there anyone else you remember just
for being a great person? Such good things have been
left behind for us to enjoy and use. Why not write
about them too?
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Small Ads

Published: May 3rd
Copy date: April 18th
Price: £1.75 per line

1/12th page £22 per month
£60 3 months paid in advance
1/8th page £32.50 per month
£90 3 months paid in advance

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

or Rainham Bookshop.

SEMI RETIRED LOCAL MAN
Available for Home Maintenance
& rgpairs including decorating,
sheds, gutters, odd jobs, grass
cuiting ete. Ring 375061,

ALPHA Plumbing & Maintenance.
For all your plumbing
requirements. Call NOW on
01634 312339/ 07932 352839,

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing,
general building/lofis/extensions.
01634 230821 or 07742 672976.

CALLIGRAPHY WRITING for all
occasions — weddings, parties ...
Phone Karena on 01622 632643,

WEDDING BOUQUETS &
SPECIAL OCCASION
FLOWERS preserved & framed
in 3D. Call Marilyn at Flowers
Forever, Tel/Fax: 01634 373381.

BIG TIPS

Mobile nail technician.

Beautiful nails for everyday

or special occasions. £20.

Medway 375505 or 0794 0704935,

SPAIN-ANDALUCIAN
COUNTRY. New apartments (2)
each sleeps 2-5 persons, fully
equipped, pool, from £120 per
week. Tel: 01634 233082 or email:
casitasmiranda@hotmail.com

MATHS/PHYSICS TUITION
GCE ‘A’ level, GCSE etc. Private
tuition in your home by highly
experienced/qualified tutor,
BSc.Hons, Cert. in Education.
Please ring 01634 377267,

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 234149.

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant

01634 373016 or 07930 627741 for
free estimate,

REFLEXOLOGY. Holistic
therapy to aid relaxation and help
the body heal itself. For further
information or to book an
appointment please contact Jenifer
Carr MBSR on Medway 376784,

LEAKING TAPS RESEATED
Loft and Toilet overflows.
Medway 262912,

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
¢lderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work. Free
denture repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours),

D.A.C. GARDEN SERVICE
General Garden Maintenance
undertaken. No job too small,
Tel: 01634 371005.

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall,
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 408438,

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken. Estimates Free.
Phone Dave Moon on 375069.

MR DIG-IT’S GARDEN SERVICE
01634 574676 Mob. 07787 813512,

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and all Garden
Machinery repairs, Med 361217,

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift shop
in the area, we have built up a
reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print, oil
or medals, you will always find
advice on hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 31 Station
Road, Rainham. Tel. 361436.

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates.
Ron James: 01795 520635,

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS.

Kent Villages etc. Ideal for club
evenings, usually available at
short notice.

Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240,

MOBILE BOOK-KEEPING
SERVICES. Computerised and
Manual Accounts System set up,
VAT, PAYE. Call: Zoc McCrow
01634 370176 (Rainham).

For STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
new or reconditioned. Also
electrical work carried out.

Tel: Contact for Electrical
01634 374524 for free estimate.

Chiropodist J. JUDGE Ch.P.

Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails,

Home Visits. Med 361720.

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing,
Patios, Drives, Walls, Garages.
No job too small. Free estimates.
Phone Les on 01634 264388 or
07743 128240.

CARPENTER AND JOINER
All carpentry work undertaken.
Fitted wardrobes, kitchens, ete.
No job too small. Free estimates.
Med 238466. Mob 07855 023953

DRUM KIT & PERCUSSION
lessons. Mr Roan Kearsey-
Lawson, BA(Hons), MA.

Tel: 01634 365453,

STMATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — excellent
modernised centre with main hall
and meeting rooms available for
hire at competitive rates, Full
disabled access, hearing aid loop,
excellent kitchen. To book phone
01634 370492 or 235518,

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Gravel
Laid, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and
Refelted, all types Fencing,

No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

PIANO & KEYBOARD
LESSONS. Relaxed and
reasonable. Pam Ormiston 365789,

14

GENERAL HANDYMAN

For all those jobs you never get
around to. Home & Garden
improvements. Call Tony 01634
575491. Mobile: 07855 190184.

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close.

Sunday ~ 10.15am

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031.

JOHN INNES SEED &
POTTING COMPOST always
available. 20 kilo bag: £2.50.
Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat: £9.50. Meresborough
Nursery — Medway 231639.

PICTURE FRAMING. 15 years
experience. Home selection
available. 183 London Road,
Rainham. Tel. 375670.

TREE STUMP GRINDING
AND TREE REMOVAL
SERVICE. Tel Roger Alsey,
01634 376776 for an estimate.

DISNEY FLORIDA USA
accommodates 10 people.
Privately owned luxury villa
overlooking a peaceful lake.
10mins to Disney, 15mins to
Universal studios, large Private
Screened Pool. Car hire, flights,
taxi from airport arranged.
Details call 01634 267427 -
07970090442,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal hall for Weddings, Parties
and Meetings. Facilities for the
disabled. Attractive setting —
Ample parking. To book phone
01634 364859.

BACK & BODY TREATMENTS
Muscular & Skeletal Injury.
Sports & Dance Injury.

Massage & Reflexology.

01634 234835 or 07719 794847.

BELLY DANCER. Family
cntertainment for those special
occasions, birthdays, etc.
Lessons available. Med 374417,

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
‘The Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11lam and 6.30pm,
Treasure Scekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187,

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available
for 2Y4-5 years. OFSTED
registered/inspected. Qualified
staff. Phone Medway 234718
(9-12), 373424 (eves). Registered
Charity No. 1077736.

SPAIN — COSTA BLANCA
Villa consisting of 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, kitchen, dining
room, lounge, laundry room, own
swimming pool, lovely sea-view.
Sleeps 2-8 people.

Available all year round.

Close to sea, shops and
restaurants.,

Tel: 0034 96 649 9842,

Email: carolandbill@tiscali.es

P.K.B. .
Painting & Decorating, Guttering.
We also clean Guttering, Fascias,
Drives, Patios, ctc.

We cut Grass and sharpen all
tools, Free estimates.

Phone Paul on 01634 364812,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood
Green. Sunday Moming Service
is at 10.30am to 12 noon. For any
other details about the Fellowship
and its activities, please contact
Richard Hayton, 01634 235799.

FAMILY & LOCAL HISTORY
RESEARCH NOTICEBOARD
www.bygonekent.co.uk

MATHEMATICS TUITION
Secondary, GCSE, A Level

by experienced tutor. B.Sc.Hons,
A level marking experience.

Tel: Medway 233374,
SPAIN-ANDALUCIAN
COUNTRY. New apartments (2)
each sleeps 2-5 persons, fully
equipped, pool, from £120 per
week. Tel: 01634 233082 or email:
casitasmiranda@hotmail.com

THE ART GALLERY UPSTAIRS
above the Rainham Bookshop has a
new exhibition every month.

SPAIN-ANDALUCIAN HILLS
Typical Spanish House in
hillside village, fully equipped,
sleeps 2-6 persons from £120 per
week.

Tel: 01634 233082 or email;
casitasmiranda@hotmail.com

MORTGAGE ADVICE.

For independent, free advice
from a qualified adviser contact
Rachel on 07791 122456.

DO YOU NEED RELIABLE
help with your garden.
Contact Brian on 01634 280647.

ANAM CARA HOLISTIC
THERAPIES. Reiki Treatments,
Attunements 12th/13th April. Head
Massage. Tarot. Birthcharts. Medi-
tation groups, Talks / Workshops
on Crystals, Angels, Therapies etc.
to small groups. 01634 371788.

WOMEN'’S SELF DEFENCE &
Karatecise. Thurs eves, 7.30-9pm.
Hempstead Village Hall,

Hempstead Rd. Tel: Med 264915,

HORSE MANURE: PURE
mulched, finely chopped, no straw.
£1/bag. Buyer collects.

Call 01634 386801.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BAND
Dickie Diamond & The Replays
available for dances, anniversarics.
Mainly 60s/70s music.

Phonc Dave 01634 231523,

SPECIAL OFFER ON MAPS.
Save £1 per map when buying
10 or more Ordnance Survey
Explorer Maps at the Rainham
Bookshop, 17 Station Road.

SUNSHINE CLEANERS
WINDOW CLEANING
GUTTERS & FASCIAS
Fed up with fair-weather
window cleaners.
Then call us.

01634 271482
Mobile 07961 500737
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MIKE O’BRIEN
AND

SWINTON COLONNADE
Working together to find you a better deal
for all your insurance needs — Serving
the people of Rainham since 1969
CALL US FOR AN IMMEDIATE QUOTATION

01634 373757

The Finance Centre (Rainham)
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER

19 Sabre Court Gillingham Kent MEB ORW
Tel: 01634 302701 Fax: 01634 364556 Mobile: 07961 334561
Email: barry@thefi ecentre.fsbusi .couk

Barry James MLIA(dip) CeMAP
Principal
A member of DBS Financial Management plc
which is regulated by the Financial Services Authority
DBS is part of the MISYS group of companies
www.dbsfinancialmanagement.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Buliders

Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072

SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
Carpets, Rugs and Vinyl Supplies
HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Available Daytime. Evenings & Weekends

Medway 234882

THE SHOP WHERE
NOTHING IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE

POTTY ABOUT HARRY
‘Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix’
will be published on 21st June at £16.99.
Special price for advance orders £13.99,
(£3 non refundable deposit required)
WE ARE OPENING AT MIDNIGHT
FRIDAY 20th JUNE so you can collect your
copy the minute it is published.
RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
17-25 Station Road, Rainham
Tel 01634 371591 Fax 01634 262114
www.rainhambookshop.co.uk

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TIUING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

01634 375069
Dey and Evenings

No Job too LARGE or SMALL
WE DO THEM “ALL”

® 24 hour Personal Service
¢ Monumental Masons

® Home visits if preferred
® Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

In lime of need ...

JOHN WEIR

Funerad Direclors
A private family owned and run business

= Private Chapels of Rest

e Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777
130 High Street, Rainham 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham
Kent ME8 BAR Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ

Car parking available Car parking available
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