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Manor Farm Restaurant, at the junction of Maidstone Road and the A2, was originally
built in 1926 as the gas showrooms with a flat for the manager above. The spacious
interior had a large display of all the most modern gas appliances. Expanded and
converted some twenty years ago it still kept much of its original charm. A recent
refurbishment has completely altered the appearance. This picture will remind you of
how it used to look.

Robert J. Kitney

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Apologies for the missing caption underneath the
front cover photograph last month. I am sure you will
have worked out the significance of the cheerful
group of children but just for the record it should
have read “Children of Komiya School near Magadi,
Kajiado District, proudly show their new books
bought with donations from Action Forum. See how
you can help in the article’. [ am very pleased to say
several people responded to my appeal for help with
distribution. This indirectly helps these children as
the money saved by not paying distributors is divided
between Kajiado District and the Church Roof
Appeal Funds for St Matthew’s and St Margaret’s
Churches. If you did not quite get around to ringing
last month your help as a distributor can still be used,
particularly if you are able to cover an area not
necessarily in your immediate neighbourhood. Ring
cither 371591 in shop hours or 231307 at other times
to volunteer.

- Tam pleased to be able to report that the popularity
of Action Forum continues to grow and for the last
year we have had to operate a waiting list for
advertisers and inevitably turn some away altogether.
For many reasons it is not practical to enlarge the
magazine; we cannot just add a couple of pages as a
newspaper would in these circumstances, and we are
not prepared to have a larger percentage of advertise-
ments to editorial copy, so as a possible solution we
are this month introducing a new size of box
advertisement. Slightly smaller than the present
standard one-eighth page box, the new size will fit
twelve advertisements on each full page, and of
course will have correspondingly cheaper prices (see
the top of page 14 for current rates). We hope you
will like our slightly different look and will continue
to support the businesses who advertise in our pages.

Recently a gentleman has brought back to us an
almost complete set of Action Forum he had collected
since the 1970s. I have supplemented these, with
copies I have, so we now have a complete run, right
from the earliest edition in March 1969, available for
anyone to look through at Rainham Bookshop. The
copies have alrcady been used by one lady
researching the history of St Margaret’s Junior
School. From the early 1990s we also have some
spare copies that'we are happy to give you (while

they last) if you have a particular interest, but any not
available and earlier issues can be photocopied at the
cost of 15p for each A4 sheet. We are working on an
index but this is a very time consuming activity and
will not be ready just yet!

Plenty to see and do in our pages this month so
please do read on and enjoy the month of March
while we look forward to those long spring days to
come, have a happy month, see you again in April.

Correspondence

SPRING CONCERT
Dear Editor,

After a brief break for the winter St Matthew’s
Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, starts a spring
series of concerts on Saturday 29th March at 7.30pm,
with the welcome return of the local soprano
Christine Hubbard. She will be performing as part of
her Mnarani Tour, which is in aid of a school
building fund in the village of Mnarani in Kenya. The
theme of the concert will be ‘It’s All About Love’,
with the programme containing songs from shows
and operas with a love theme. Tickets are now
available from Peter Hagger (01634 235056) at £5
cach.

Future concerts at St Matthew’s Church include
Kent Junior Choir and Singers on Saturday 26th April
and Kent Chamber Choir on Saturday 21st June.

Yours sincerely
Peter Hagger

RAINHAM FLOWER CLUB
Dear Editor,

Rainham Flower Club (Kent) is affiliated to the
National Association of Flower Arrangement
Societies (NAFAS) a voluntary organisation for those
interested in the art of flower arranging.

This year Rainham Flower Club celebrates its
Sapphire Anniversary (45 years) with over a 100
members. The monthly meetings are held on the
second Wednesday in every month at the village hall
in Upchurch from 7.30pm.

The club has many talented members who enter
exhibits in local, area, and national competitions who
over the years have been awarded Gold, Silver, Gilt
and Bronze medals at the Chelsea Flower Show.
Other exhibits have been in cathedrals, stately homes
and other locations.

Many of the club members are currently involved
in a presentation:

‘Fleurtations’, a floral art competition at Upchurch
Village Hall, The Street, Upchurch, on Saturday 29th
March 2003 from 2.00pm to 6.00pm.

Yours sincerely
Barbara Nancollas
73 Edwin Road.

]

CHILD CARE STUDENTS
Dear Editor, .
Mid Kent College currently have students studying

childcare who require work experience placements in
a family environment. If you have a baby from 0-11
months old and are interested in having a student, free
of charge, for the summer term please contact Julia or
Gill at the college on 01634 830633,

Yours sincerely

Julia Such

Mid Kent College

Horsted Centre

CRAFT CLUB
Dear Editor, _

I would like to bring your rcaders’ attention to a
Craft Club which meets on the second Tuesday of -
each month (1.30pm to 3.00pm) at Rainham Christian
Fellowship, located at the junction of Begonia
Avenue, Waltham Road and Milsted Road in
Twydall.

We are a friendly group who meet together once a
month to learn new crafts, We share our own skills
with the group and sometimes we have an outside
demonstrator. !

We charge £1 a session and any profit remaining at
the end of each year goes to Demelza House
Children’s Hospice. Iix

Any new faces would be welcome to join us. For
more information please call me on 01634 260463.

Yours sincerely
Mrs Sarah Martin
THE ADIE FAMILY
Dear Editor,

I moved into 15 London Road with my wife 612
years ago and have been renovating the property ever
since. T was lucky enough to obtain the original land
deeds dating back to 1902. The deeds show that the
house was built by a James Adic. I have been trying
to trace his relations but as far as I know he and his
wife did not have any children. .

When reading Freddie Cooper’s article in the
November Action Forum [ was amazed to see that a
Charles Adie was the proprietor of the White Horse
Inn in 1908. [ also note that in 1901 the population of
Rainham was only 3,693, surely the two Adies must

be related! I would be very grateful if anyone could
throw any light on this.

I am hoping to replace the porch of my house in
the near future and wish to do so in the original style,
unfortunately as yet I have been unable to find a
picture of the front of the house. If anyone has a
photograph of this area in the early 1900s I would
very much like to see it.

Yours sincerely

Paul Hunt

15 London Road

Rainham
Editor: A lady I was talking to in the shop recently
told me she was a relation of Charles Adie;
unfortunately I did not take any details of her name or
address but I am sure Mr Hunt would be very pleased
to hear from her.

WAKELEY JUNIOR SCHOOL
Dear Editor,

Wakeley Junior School is celebrating its Golden
Jubilee in June 2003 and as part of the
commemoration we are producing a book
documenting the life of Wakeley over the last fifty
years. We would welcome any contributions your
readers may have. The contributions can be in the
way of photographs or memories. Plcase contact the
school for further details.

If anyone would like to pay us a visit, then all are
most welcome to our ‘Open Morning’ at Wakeley on
Thursday 6th March between 9.30am and 11.30am.
There will be displays from both Meredale Infant
School and Wakeley Junior School, as you may
know, the two schools will be merging in September
as Riverside Primary.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely
Mrs T.J. Daley
Headteacher
01634 231965
office@wakeley.
medway.sch.uk

REWARD

for return of lost retirement Longines Wrist Watch
engraved for presentation to R.H. Dunn — Contact
01634 378769.

Abbeyfield

Where older people find ¥ care in housing

DAY CARE
available for pensioners between
9.00 and 3.00pm or 6.00pm
Come and mect pcople —
have your Hair donc and Good Food
at Rogers House Residential Home
Contact: Mrs Pam Harrington—
01634 262266 KCC Registered

SALMON WINDOWS

Family run business with 20 years axperience

Conservatories — designed and built
UPVC windows doors & porches
UPVC soffit & fascia

Misted units replaced

Fensa document L approved

10 year insurance backed guarantes

For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 / 07973860369
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Diary 2003

Keeper: Mrs Christine Smith
275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries
Diary Copy Date: 18th March 2003

March 1st — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. 7.30-10.00pm, Bob Parsons, details
366189 or 388546.

March 2nd — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Start
10.00am. Meet Bluebell Hill Picnic Site. Dogs on
leads. 6 mile walk. Contact no. 01634 865583.

March 2nd — Ramblers Association. Start 10.00am.
Meet at Sheldwich Lees and park in Green
opposite. 8 mile walk.

March 3rd - Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Carole — Ribbon Weaving. 7.30 to
9.30pm, at the Annexe (Urchins Playgroup)
building in Marlborough Road, Gillingham.

March 4th — Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. 7.30 to
9.00pm. Simplicity using only 3 flowers plus
foliage. All welcome, ring 234734 for details.

March 4th — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship,
Marlborough Unit, 8.00pm, RNLI Lifeboat
Coxswain. All welcome, details 364818.

March 5th — Rainham Horticultural Society. 7.30pm
Berengrove Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane,
Rainham. Mrs Bowles ‘Growing & Caring for
Houseplants’. Ring 387176 for details.

March 5th — Medway Evacuees Reunion Group,
Riverside Indoor Bowling Green, Dock Road,
Chatham. 1.00 to 4.00pm. All welcome, ring
814922 for details.

March 5th — Medway Camcorder Club. How a
Website is devised: with Graeme Whippy. 7.30pm,
Medway Motor Yacht Club, Medway Bridge
Marina, Manor Lane, Borstal, Rochester.

Contact no. 01634 371570.

March 6th — Wakeley Junior School Open Morning,

9.30 to 11.30am, all welcome.

® 01227 751130

Ritchens & Bedrooms

Your local kitchen company that gets national
recognition. Featured in “The Times” and "25
Beautiful Kitchens” magazine

Vine Farm, Stockers Hill, Boughton-under-Blean,
Faversham, Kent, ME13 9AB

www.rootskitchens.co.uk

March 6th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Mr Morgan —
Talk on growing Geraniums and Fuchsias. 2.00pm
St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. For people over the age of 50. For
further information telephone 235507.

March 7th — Women’s World Day of Prayer. “Holy
Spirit Fill Us®, 7.30pm, St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham. All welcome.

March 7th — Gillingham Recorded Music Society.
The Four Scasons. 7.15 to 9.15pm, St Augustine’s
Church Room (top of Rock Avenue), Gillingham.

March 8th — HF Walk. Meet 10.30am free car park
opposite ‘Man on Wheels’, Rainham. Approx
6 miles to Queendown Warren, dry packed lunch.

March 8th — Instep Dancing. Saturday Social Dance,
Rainham School for Girls. Ballroom/Latin/
Sequence. 8.00 to 11.00pm. Enquiries telephone
01634 363738.

March 9th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Start
10.00am, Teynham Rail Station. 5 mile walk.

No dogs. Contact no. 01795 535941.

March 9th — Ramblers Association. Start 10.00am.
Meet at Chequers PH in Loose. 6 mile walk.

March 10th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Warping a Loom. (see 3rd March)

March 11th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society. 7.30pm, Rainham School for
Girls. Talk by Derek Lloyd Dean. Ring 362683

March 11th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club. 8.00 to 10.00pm. The Red Cross Gillingham
Centre, 31 Balmoral Road, Gillingham.

Contact no. 01634 862673.

March 12th - Rainham Flower Club. 7.30 to 9.30pm,
Upchurch Village Hall. Demonstration: Athena
Tulba ‘My World Revisited’. Ring 362123 for
details.

March 12th - Bredhurst Women'’s Institute, 7.30pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall. Sue Hartfree ‘Container
Gardening’. Ring 232617 for details.

March 12th — Ramblers Association. Start 10.00am.
Meet and park in Hollingbourne Rail Station.

7.5 mile walk,

March 13th-15th & 20th-22nd — Rainham Theatrical
Society, ‘Educating Rita’. 8.00pm, Oasthouse
Theatre. Tickets £5 from 360506 (weckdays Sam

]

to 8pm).

GREG BRYANT
CONSTRUCTION
MEDWAY 231321

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER
EXTENSIONS BLOCK PAVING
ROOF CONVERSIONS
(NET-Yd —  Free Surveys
and Estimates

March 13th, 14th & 15th — Wigmore MADS present
‘An evening at the Music Hall’, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 8.00pm. Tickets £5 (£4 conc)
Box Office 370639.

March 13th-22nd — Medway Liitle Theatre, ‘“The
Happiest Days of Your Life’ by Derck Benfield.
7.30pm. Box Office 400322.

March 13th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Mr Howard —
Talk on ‘Wood Turning’. (sec 6th March)

March 15th — Countryside Event, Wildlife Gardening,
1.30pm Capstone Farm Park. £1.60. Book on
812196.

March 15th — Medway Folk Dance Club. Morris
Larkin. (see 1st March)

March 15th — HF Walk. Meet 10.30am long stay car
park opposite ‘The Bull’, West Malling.

Approx. 6 miles, packed lunch.

March 15th — Union of Catholic Mothers. Jumble
Sale, St Thomas of Canterbury Church Hall,
11.00am. Admission 20p, all proceeds to the Blue
Peter Water Works Appeal. Ring 233293 for
details.

March 16th — Countryside Event. Effective Pruning,
10.00am to 3.00pm, Capstone Farm Park. Book on
812196.

March 16th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Start
10.30am. Meet Faversham Love Lane, near
cemetery. 9 mile walk. Dogs on leads.

Contact no. 01634 374923.

March 16th — Ramblers Association. Start 10.00am,
Meet and park in Lamberhurst car park. 9 mile
walk.

March 17th — Rainham Evening Women’s Institute.
7.30pm, Platters Farm Lodge, Highfield Road,
Rainham. Mrs S. Redman ‘A Woman’s Work”.
Ring 231554 for details.

March 18th — Floral Art Group. ‘In a Whirl’ a spiral
arrangement. (see 4th March).

March 18th — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship. ‘An
Investiture at Buckingham Palace’. (see 4th March)

March 19th — Countryside Event. Guided Walk,
Riverside Country Park. 10.30am, £1.50.

Book on 378987.

March 19th — Bredhurst Garden Club, 8.00pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall. Spring Show. Talk
‘African Adventure Part 3°. Ring 233554

March 19th — Bredhurst Women’s Institute Annual
Council Meeting. (see 12th March)

March 19th — Coffee Morning in aid of Macmillan
Cancer Research. Committee Rooms, First Floor,
Municipal Buildings, Gillingham. £1.00 admission,
Details 231755.

March 19th — Wigmore Afternoon Townswomen’s
Guild. AGM. 1.45 to 4.15pm, Howard Hall,
Woodside, Wigmore.

March 19th — Medway Camcorder Club. 5 minute
competition, basic edit, no computers! Hand made
titles. (see 5th March)

March 20th — Rainham (Afternoon) Women’s
Institute, 1.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley
Road, Rainham. ‘Wildlife of Swale’, Mr E.G.
Coleman. Ring 372479 for details.

March 20th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Birthday Tea
— Rainbow Concert Party entertain.

(see 6th March)

March 21st — Gillingham Recorded Music Society.
Committee Choice. (see 7th March)

March 22nd — Wigmore Men’s Fellowship. Bamn
Dance, St Matthew’s Hall. Tickets £8 a head
including Chuck Wagon Supper from 235507.

March 22nd — HF Walk. Mect 10.30am Faversham
Railway Station. Approx 8 miles, packed lunch.
Leader Sue Rowden 01227 277223,

March 22nd — Instep Dancing. (see 8th March)

March 22nd — Darland House Carer Group, Darland
Avenue, Gillingham. Coffee Moming, 10.30am to
12.30pm. Refreshments, cakes, preserves, bric-a-
brac, books, tapes, CDs and plants. Good raffle.
All welcome.

March 23rd —~ Medway Towns Footpath Group. Start
10.30am. Eynsford arca of Plough Inn. Dogs on
leads. 5% mile walk. Contact no 01634 85552,

March 23rd — Ramblers Association. Start 10.00am.
Meet and park in National Trust car park at
Ightham Mote. 6 milc walk. Contact no 01634
666326.

March 24th — Countryside Event. Talk — Butterflies.
Riverside Country Park, 7.30pm. £1.60. Book on
378987,

March 24th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Continuation of Warping. (see 3rd
March)

(% ALEIGH MAIN AGENTS
C &S BIKES

20 East Street -—~
Sittingbourne '
Jon @ur mas Lo LD
01795426667 /N7

_ Absolute Beginners
Mo Watercolour

Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing,
(stress-busting) day out in a country barn

studio in Lower Halstow

ONE DAY CLASSES

Mar 12th May 14th  July 30th i

Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983 )}/

Beginners Calligraphy v
with Gold Leaf i b

N




KW ELECTRONIC
SERVICES
No Call Out Charge

All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, ctc.
Repaired & Serviced

ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO
FOR SALE

All work guaranteed at least 3 months
TELEPHONE; Medway 364943

74 typesr of auality

PRINTING
POSTER PRINTS TO AO SIZE

»1ee typer of gualite

S 1 G N S

COLOUR COPY - PRINT & SIGNS

18 STATION ROAD, RAINHAM, KENT MEB 7PH DSO0 783 O 7%

G.P.
PRIVATE PRACTICE

Dr. M J. MURPHY
AMB, BCh

1 Crevequer Chambers
35 High Street, Rainham
Monday - Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333

('s.B. BRICKWORK LTD )

BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken

Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

PN’T LANDSCAPES

Garden & General
Maintenance Services
From Mowing the Lawn to

Complete Garden Makeovers
PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS

Tel 01634 389850
MOBILE 07732 777837 or 0787 6228914

i o e 0
G G il

= Spécialisﬁ in Walls, Floors I

Slate, Terracotta and Mosaics
i Supplied and Fixed
f or l_abour'only I

—_ 01634 235714

I

Puma pvc

Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee
* Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT
ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

ZmY crysTaL Curtain & Blind
i I P Manufacturers

Quality Made to Measure Curtains’
TRACKS
HOME CONSULTANCY SERVICE

Unit 1810, Edm Court
ICapstone Road FREE Fitting
Gilllngham Nobody beats i
KentME73JQ  OUr prices
Phone: 01634 817807 —  EEEENTYIERENNN
Fax: 01634 406298 v
Mobile: 07904 567480
Email: crystal@cannon2.fsnet.co.uk
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GILLINGHAM ROUND TABLE

Have you heard of Round Table? Ever wondered
what it’s all about? Are you interested in expanding
your circle of friends? Would you like to enrich your
social life? Would you like the opportunity to take
part in new and exciting activities? Interested in being
part of a worldwide organisation?

If you are a male aged between 18 and 45
Gillingham Round Table has lots to offer. To find out
more contact Martin Conn-White, 01634 309941
(7.30pm onwards), 01322 335525, email
connwhite@aol.com.

GIRLGUIDING RAINHAM SOUTH

We urgently need Brownie Leaders and Unit Helpers
for two Brownie Units based at Fairview School. One
Unit, which has been running for 52 years, may have
to close if we can’t get at least one Leader for it.

If you remember the fun you had as a Brownie then
please consider offering help. For more details please
ring: Lesley Dennis on 01634 234738.

CHRISTIAN AID EVENING
St Matthew’s Church, Monday 31st March,
8.00pm
Alic Forna will be speaking about his work as the
Executive Director for the Association for Rural
Development in Sierra Leone. He was born in
Makeni, Northern Sierra Leone and is married with
five children. It will be good to hear first hand news
of the conflict in this part of Africa and the progress
made by the non-governmental organisations — all
welcome.

More details from Frances Brown, 01634 387342,

COFFEE MORNING

On Wednesday 19th March the Mayoress of Medway
is holding a Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Sale in
aid of Macmillan Cancer Relief in the Committee
Rooms, 1st Floor, Municipal Buildings, between
10.30 and 12 noon. Admission is £1 including coffee
and biscuits. Please support us by attending and
helping the work of this charity.

Ring 01634 231755 for more details.

WIGMORE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Calling all the men folk (young and old) of Wigmore
and the local area. I should like to invite you to join
the Wigmore Men’s Fellowship, a local community
organisation dedicated to fund raising far the local
charities in our community whilst enjoying a
programme of interesting talks and visits as a group
of likeminded individuals. We meet at 8.00pm once a
fortnight usually at the Marlborough Centre on
Maidstone Road, Rainham. In the summer months
most of our programme is open to all including wives
and friends as we host barbeques and crazy egg races
to name but two activities.

If you are interested or would like to know more
please give Mike Collins a ring on Medway 364818.

UPCHURCH PLAYERS

Once again we have met to organise next year’s
panto, so if you ever wanted to have a go at scenery
or set design, costumes or acting, then the next step is
simple — pick up the phone and give me a call. We
start rehearsals in September on Monday evenings,
although scenery design etc is carried out prior to
this, so if you are interested in anything at all to do
with the am dram scene, then please contact me for
further information.

Gloria, 01634 363271

MEDWAY EVACUEES REUNION GROUP

The next meeting of Medway Evacuees Reunion

Group will be on Wednesday 5th March 2003.

Time: 1.00 to 4.00pm, at the Riverside Indoor

Bowling Green, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent.
Non-members welcome.

Jean Simmons (Sec), 01634 814922,

WINE & WISDOM EVENING

SATURDAY 5th APRIL AT 7.30pm

If any of your readers would be interested in testing
their skills, there is to be a Wine & Wisdom Evening
at the Community Centre, St Matthew’s Church, to
raise funds for the St Matthew’s Roof & Renewal
Appeal. £5 per person — supper included
(BYOG&D). Tickets from Gavin Cargill 387055.

REFLEXOLOGY

An ancient treatment that helps to relieve today’s llinesses

HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or to book an
appointment
Home vlisits available

David Stride MBS.R., M.B.R CP.{Reflexclogy)
196 Wigmore Road, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent
MES 0TL

Tel: 01634 365510

David haines

Painter decorator

133 Marshall Road Rainham Kent MES 0AL
07956 318932




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY AND
FEBRUARY

Seasalter is one of those places that I return to time
and time again. It is a place of mud flats, shingle
beach, sea wall, grazing marshes and wide open sky.
Summer memories are of sailing dinghies, picnics on
the shingle, ice cream at Walden’s shop, the cries of
redshanks and oyster catchers, blue skies and yellow
homned poppies. Winter memories are of the
occasional dog walker, locked-up beach huts, waders
in spectacular massed flight, skeins of brent geese
and cold easterly winds.

Seasalter is approached through the villages of
Goodnestone and Graveney. The road is narrow,
twisting and undulating. During winter the hop fields
adjoining the villages are of course bare, as are the
cherry trees under which sheep graze. After Denley
Hill Farm the Graveney Marshes and the distant sca
wall come into view. On the landward side of the
wall are the old coastguard cottages and one or two
other isolated buildings.

My last visit was on a cold January day. In
between keeping my eyes on the road ahead and my
rear view mirror, I snatched glances either side of the
car. On the grazing marshes to my right were
hundreds of sheep. On my left flocks of lapwing and
golden plovers foraged in a wheat ficld. As always, it
was with a sense of anticipation that I approached the
sea wall, since whether the tide is in or out
determines the species and amount of birds that [ will
see.

I parked my car near the Sportsman Inn and
climbed the embankment. The tide was in. There
would not be many birds about. A small flock of
brent geese were riding up and down in the choppy
sea, waiting for the tide to go out when they could
feed on eel grass. In addition, a few turnstones were
running up and down the tide line looking for sand
hoppers and small molluscs among the seaweed and
flotsam, Turnstones are relatively tame and can often
be seen in the vicinity of the Old Neptune pub at
Whitstable and at Whitstable Harbour where they
rummage among cockle shells that have just been

processed and discarded.

I walked in a westerly direction along the sea wall.
Clumps of sca beet were visible on the shingle below
me. Stretches of lichen and stonecrop were also in
evidence. I disturbed small parties of skylarks and
rock pipits feeding on the seeds of long-dead summer
flowers.

Between the wall and the fields are wide drainage
ditches in which common reed was growing. In the
summer the reed beds are the breeding grounds of
sedge and reed warblers and reed buntings. In the
winter they are relatively lifeless but I did see, in the
dykes, a litile cgret, a little grebe and a stonechat. The
little egret is a somewhat exotic newcomer to this
country, having spread from southern Europe. It has
conspicuous whitc plumage.

The fields of the Cleve Marshes are currently
arable, being used for the growing of winter wheat
and forage beef. In one of the large fields I counted
70 mute swans. These birds often congregate on
estuaries in the winter where they can make serious
inroads into the limited stocks of eel grass. Here on
the Cleve Marshes they seem to be making serious
inroads into some poor farmer’s winter wheat.

Almost opposite the isolated church of Harty on
the Isle of Sheppey I came to Castle Coot, an area of
salt marsh within a semicircle of shingle. During the
summer ringed plovers and little terns nest on the
shingle and Kent Wildlife Trust discourages people
from straying onto the area. Even so, nesting birds
suffer loss of eggs and young to foxes, gulls and
carrion crows. During my visit the salt marsh, which
is covered mainly with sea purslane, was host to
hundreds of feeding redshank and flocks of dunlin
were resting on the shingle banks.

By the time that I arrived back at the Sportsman
Inn the tide was going out. Birds were flying in from
all directions to take advantage of the newly-
uncovered sea shore. There were oyster catcher,
ringed plover, knot, dunlin, sanderling and curlew. I
was only a few yards from them but as long as
remained on the landward side of the sea wall they
were unconcerned about my presence. The need to
eat as much as possible during the short days of
winter no doubt overcame any nervousness they
might have had.

SUTTONS WITH

KHILKOFF-BOULDING & CO.
SOLICITORS
84/86 High Street, Rainham

Specialising in
Conveyancing, Probate & Wills
Call us today for a competitive Quote on
MEDWAY (01634) 373333

Other offices situated throughout Kent
providing a complete professional legal service

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved
DECORATING - Internal / External

Established 1988

NEIL MACE s
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
Rainham 07814 151393

It was time for a coffee at the inn. Luckily it was
not a Sunday, otherwise it might have been a long
wait to get served.

Joe Ennis

THE SAGA OF ‘THE CRICKETERS’ CAR
PARK

Five years ago, just prior to 1st April 1998,
Gillingham joined Rochester upon Medway to form
the new Unitary Authority called Medway. Both
Councils endeavoured to ensure that their
accumulated balances were allocated to projects
within their respective Boroughs which is why
£300,000 was set aside to complete the extension to
the car park behind the Cricketers PH which had been
accepted as a provision having additional urgency
when the new Millennium Centre was proposed.
Successive Vicars had pressed for an extension as
those attending weddings and funerals were often
inconvenienced and half of the lower car park was
lost on market days.

The new Council did not give high priority to such
a venture and to be fair there were a number of
unexpected legal problems (there always are) and the
endeavours of Canon Alan Vousden were of no avail
until the beginning of January when part of the area
was cleared. Optimistic hopes were quickly thwarted
when before the month was out work ccased and the
arca was fenced off.

Having read of the financial problems of our
‘Municipal Masters’ I sensed that this might be
associated with the termination of activity, fears
which were confirmed when [ managed to contact an
officer who knew where the site was. He explained
that much of the money originally allocated
(£300,000) had been spent on the preliminary legal
negotiations and that further progress would probably
have to wait until the new financial year (1st April).

Having ascertained the background I contacted
Clir Rodney Chambers as Leader of Medway Council
who was born and bred at Natal Farm now part of
Upchurch Golf Course so obviously knows the area
well. He explained the problems which, as a previous
Chairman of Finance, I could appreciate but promised
to see if it is possible to transfer funds from other
Capital projects which could not start before the end

of the financial year. I feel that officers should have
known what monies were available for this project
before even starting as broken or delayed contracts
will obviously cost more.

I have discussed the matter with the Vicar who
intends to bring further pressure to bear through
‘normal channels’ but neither of us is over optimistic,
at least frustrated visitors to the car park will know
the ‘official reason’. The area of the extension is very
small and ratepayers will be interested to see how
long it eventually takes to complete.

Freddie Cooper, 12.2.03

Stop Press. It is now understood that money has been
allocated in next year’s council budgets, so work
should recommence in April.

HOSPITAL RADIO MEDWAY

If you have time on your hands how about joining
Hospital Radio Medway? We are looking for mature
people who have a couple of hours every week to
spare that would be willing to give us a hand.

Hospital Radio Medway provides a personalised
radio service for the Patients and Staff at Medway
Maritime Hospital every day of the year.

Perhaps you are skilled with a soldering iron,
confident with computers, make a mean cuppa or
enjoy lending a sympathetic ear, then give the Studio
aring on 01634 406865 or write to: The Membership
Secretary, Hospital Radio Medway, Medway
Maritime Hospital, Windmill Road, Gillingham, Kent
ME7 NY.

We need people with a little experience of life to
help us provide a continuing and ever improving
scrvice.

RAINHAM BOOKSHOP GALLERY

Besides the monthly changing displays — and within
that a fresh themed exhibition each month — one artist
will be singled out as the Featured Artist starting in
February *03 with Betty Howe, followed by Jim
Peters in March, Sandra Dixon in April and Phillip
Tyrill in May. Plans are that this will continued in
this vein in the future.

John Evans

MJH Electrical Services

Power — Lighting — Storage Heaters
Full | Part Rewires
Upgrade Fuse Boards and Earthing
No Job Too Small
FREE Advice - FREE Estimates
NO Call Qut Charge
Telephone

01634 233852 - 07721071440

RAINHAM CAMERAS

NEW & USED PHOTOGRAPHIC
Equipment Bought, Sold & Exchanged
* Over 38 Years Experience *
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS FILM PROCESSING
BINOCULAR & TELESCOPE SPECIALISTS

NEW SERVICE
Old Photographs Copied & Restored
Quality Hand Printing in Black & White
in Old Fashioned Sepia
7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS
01634 239866
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SMART SYSTEM VEHICLE PAINT REPAIR
Paintless Dent Removal, Upholstery, Dash & Windscreen Repair
Scratches - Bumnper Scufts - Lacquer Damage
Repaired at Home, Office or Business

Gary Etheridge
Mobile 07816 673636  Tel: 01795 843278
2 Westmoreland Drive, Lower Halstow, Kent ME® 7EL

JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

MUNN ACADEMY OF DANCE
Dance for Fun Est 1972

Pupils 2 yrs—Professionals
Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre,
Gym, Disco, Cheer Technique,
Drama & Singing Tuition
Adult Tap, Jazz, Disco
Exams, Shows, Competitions & Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn
Fellow & Examiner LD.T.A.

MEDWAY 234168

CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE

JIAID

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

* Accounts

- Tax

. Book-keeping
Orchard House, Station Road, . Payroll
Rainham, Kent, MES 7RS
Tel: 01634 375222 *  Audit
Fax: 01634 371318 Assoclated Services

E Mail: j.a.d associates@htinternet.com
www jad saged4 com

D.H. MILLER

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS
For all your Plurmnbing Services

HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of
old Systems a Speciality
« CENTRAL HEATING
* LUXURY BATHROOMS .._..
& SHOWERS “(‘D\
N, MEDWAY 235831 Ny wh
Reg. No.6629 36 High Street, Rainham &

Housemartin Scheme Limited

Carers required for weekdays, evenings and
weekends, hours flexible. Domestic and
Personal Care help given to the elderly,

frail, mentally and physically handicapped.

Training provided — transport not
essential. Four weeks paid holiday,
enhanced payment for unsociable hours.

Telephone essential. For further details ring
Medway 01634 366528

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PM’NTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kani. ME8 BAT

24 Hour Recovery. Bam—6pm Tel: Medway 377803

71D Decorators

After Hours: Tel: Medwsy 379396

“Builders &

s,

EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: Medway 235383

2ad « Rainham « Kent « MES 8NJ

Diary 2003

March 25th — Rainham Evening Knitting Machine
Club. (see 11th March)

March 27th — Rainham & District Dollshouse Group.
7.30pm, St Thomas of Canterbury Church Hall.
Details from 312038.

March 27th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Service,
Sales Stall and Beetle. (see 6th March)

March 28th — The Medway Geographical Society.
Uzbekistan, Miss E. Crowhurst. 7.30 to 9.30pm.
Adult Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham,

March 29th — HF Walk. Meet 10.15am Frittenden
Village Hall. Approx. 7 miles, packed lunch.

March 29th — New Exhibition, Rainham Bookshop
Gallery.

March 29th — Medway Folk Dance Club. Les &
Mike. (see st March)

March 29th — Spring Concert, St Matthew’s Church,
Drewery Drive, 7.30pm. Christine Hubbard
featuring love songs from the shows and operas.
Tickets £5 from 235056.

March 29th — Rainham Flower Club. ‘Fleurtations’, a
Floral Art Competition. 2.00 to 6.00pm, Upchurch
Village Hall. Admission £1.50, presentations
5.30pm.

March 29th — Countryside Event. Children’s Nature
Day, 10.30 to 12 noon, Riverside Country Park.
£1.50 per child age 5-12 years (under 8 must be
accompanied by an adult). Craft activities.

Book on 378987.

Removal Of 0Id Timber ;"‘“ “‘w.i
Maintenance Free Exteriors a@;
Full Ventilation With Bird Guard s’

" 01634 321202

243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kent MES OJL

March 30th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Start
2.00pm. Park against Sheerness Dockwall near
Whelans. 5 mile walk. No dogs. Contact no. 01732
841433,

March 30th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Start
10.00am. Meet at West Peckham Church. 7.5 mile

March 31st — Christian Aid Evening, St Matthew’s
Church, 8.00pm. All welcome. Details from
387342,

April 1st - Wigmore Men’s Fellowship. ‘On the
Carpet’. (see 4th March)

April 1st— Floral Art Group. Show Talk and Charity
Sales Table. (see 4th March)

April 3rd-5th — Medway Little Theatre present ‘The
Wild Goose Chase’ by Derek Benficld (Young
Actors’ Studio). 7.30pm. Box Office 400322.

April 4th - Mantissa Opera present an Opera Gala, St
Margaret’s Church, Rochester, 7.30pm. Including
Magic Flute, La Bohéme, Pearlfishers, Carmen and
more. Tickets £10 (£8 conc) from 575842.

April 4th — Gillingham Recorded Music Society. An
Evening with Bs. (see 7th March)

April 5th - Gillingham Horticultural Society Spring
Show. 2.30 to 4.30pm, United Reformed Church
Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham.

April 5th - Wakeley School Music Quiz Night.
7.30pm, tables of 8, tickets £3.50 per person
(adults only) from 231965 in school hours.

April 5th - Wine & Wisdom Evening, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 7.30pm. £5 per person, supper
incl (BYOD). 387055 to book.

Craft Club meet every second Tuesday each month at
Rainham Christian Fellowship. Twydall. New faces
welcome. Details from 260463,

Upchurch Parent & Toddlers meet every Friday in
Upchurch Village Hall, 10.00 to 11.30am.
Refreshments provided. £1.50 per session. Details
from 375280 during sessions.

Rainham & District Dollshouse and Miniaturist
Group meet on the last Thursday of cach month
(except December) from 7.30pm at the St Thomas of
Canterbury Church Hall, London Road, Rainham.
More details from Mrs Sylvia Wildridge 01634
312038.

WE CAN HELP!

AERIALS - AROMATHERAPY CARLTON VISION
AP DIGITAL SYSTEMS| Pregnancy Massage REPAIRS
" E“&“““ };’;‘H“"" Indian Head Massage TV - VIDEO - SAT - CD
O} NAnS REPAIRS

Communal systems
FREE ESTIMATES—01634 262582
Engineer 07949 588464
Discounts for OAPs

Special Offer 10% discount
for your first visit

Repairs, Extra TV Points 01634 234209 Fast Service
Cable/Sat TV in all rooms Reasonable Rates
Free to view digital channels MRS ANNE SIBLEY IFA APNT No Call Out Charge

Qualified Engineer
25 Years Experience

MED 360367
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GORDON J. WHITING

Waste removal cheaper than
the local council

cooker, washing machine £8.00 each

B D L GAS SERVICES
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent

01634 232048

three piece suite £18.00
double beds £12.00 Visit your local gas showroom
HOUSE CLEARANCE for all your Gas Appliance needs
. y Cookers, Fires, Surrounds
01622 720@53,;\:::;1;2?60 A Fires on Live ! and all installation work

V.E. WHITE & CO.

Solicitors

For a complete legal service
Contact us for a competitive quote on
Medway (01634) 739195

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
Free Parking

MAX THE PLUMBER

Established 30 years

BATHROOMS
GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

D A CONSTRUCTION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS « LOFT CONVERSIONS

GENERAL
COMMERCIAL/DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE RATES

MR ARCHER

MARK STEVENS

Paving Specialist and General Builder
20 years experience
DRIVEWAYS BRICKWORK
PATIOS PLASTERING
No job too big or small
Free estimates

Tel 01634 364932 Mobile 07946 443349

JBW ELECTRICAL

INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
INSTALLATION
* Rewiring * Showers * Fuseboard Changes
* Alarm Systems * Additional Points & Alterations *
TESTED TO BS7671 IEE REG
Justin: 01634 320686 Mobile 07931 963466

12 Parker Close, Rainham

Fed up with fair-weather window
cleaners. Then call us.

01634 271482
Mobite 07961 500737

01634 231390 Tel: 01634 389604 Mobile 07961 839328
SUNSHINE CLEANERS PH
INTERIORS
WINDOW CLEANING Akl T
GUTTERS & FASCIAS

CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING AND
HOME ALTERATION SERVICE
For a reliable and professional tradesman
Call 01634 327019 — Philip Hobbs
15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
Mobile 07798 647747

I WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machinas, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED
Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515

Mobile 07702 255105

CHY S GUILDS TEAINED EMGINEER BB LM

AUILIING CONTRALTS & LROUNDWORK

flvelways

ina
Drainage Patios Fencing

01634 264090

07931 175220

D.A.Price Services

Est. 1984
01634 233709/01795 842644 3
Mobile: 07860 733980 :
GENERAL HOUSE %

MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

" L

EICE g

Pham - Bathrooms
e d Jobs

FAIRVIEW

ESTATE AGENTS

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmare, Rainham,
Kent. ME8 OPX

‘The answer to all your property needs’

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

CONTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS
TELEPHONE: 01634 377825

ST MARGARET’S PARISH CHURCH
WHITSUN FLAMES OF CREATION

It hardly seems possible that another year has gone by
and already it’s time to write about our third Arts and
Crafts Exhibition which is to be held on 7th and 8th
June 2003. So if you, like me, didn’t know when
Whitsun is, you do now! Last year’s exhibition
proved to be a spectacular success and although we
had expected to hold only two such shows, by
popular demand we are now preparing for another
and plans are already going ahead for 2004. I have
said before that it never ceases to amaze me how
much hidden talent there is in Rainham, so now we
are asking all of you art and craft folk to enter some
items into the exhibition. This not just a Church
thing, we hope that all people in Rainham and the
surrounding areas will join us in celebrating the great
wealth of local talent. Last year a number of people
who do not attend Church entered both art and craft
items and the exhibition was richly enhanced by this.
So I'm hoping that now the word is getting round, we
will be able to welcome many more of you talented
folk I know are out there.

Forms for items to be entered will be available
from the end of February from the Church Office
10.00 to 3.00pm Monday to Friday, and at the back of
the Church after all services. I said the first year that
we wouldn’t be able to improve on the exhibition
standard and was proved wrong. I am now
anticipating another great weekend.

Please ring me on 01634 365789 should you have
any queries.

Pam Ormiston

WIGMORE COMMUNITY AND RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION 17th ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

The AGM will be held on Tuesday 29th April 2003
commencing at 7.30pm. The venue will be the Main
Hall, Fairview Avenue Junior School, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore.

The guest speakers are expected to include Mr Paul
Clark, Mr Chambers Leader of Medway Council and
representatives from both the Police and Medway
Council Community Safety.

All existing members will be welcome, new
members can join on the night.

More details from R.S. Dunn, 01634 378769.

WIGMORE MADS

Wigmore MADS proudly present an evening at the
‘“MUSIC HALL’ featuring a panoply of prestigious
performers with omnifarious talents from variegated
vocal virtuosi to tremendous titillating thespians.

Come and be entertained on 13th, 14th, 15th March
at 8.00pm in St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore.

Tickets £5, £4 concessions. Bar with waitress
service. Box Office: Sue Burrows — Medway 370639,
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Small Ads

Published: April 5th
Copy date: March 21st
Price: £1.75 per line
Average 4 words to a line

Box Ads:

1/12th page £22 per month

£60 3 months paid in advance
1/8th page £32.50 per month
£90 3 months paid in advance

Please contact H. Mackay Miller
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

SEMI RETIRED LOCAL MAN
Available for Home Maintenance
& repairs including decorating,
sheds, gutters, odd jobs, grass
cutting etc. Ring 375061.

BEAUTIFUL 4-BEDROOM
VILLA in Lagos, western
Algarve. Private pool, and
gardens. Air-conditioned, satellite
TV. Views of the Monchique
Mountains and the sea.

Tel: 01634 268469.

ALPHA Plumbing & Maintenance.
For all your plumbing
requircments. Call NOW on
01634 312339/ 07932 352839.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing,
general building/loft extensions.
01634 230821 or 07786 280450.

CALLIGRAPHY WRITING for all
occasions — weddings, parties ...
Phone Karena on 01622 632643,

HAIRDRESSING FOR THE
ELDERLY Disabled or Homebound.
Phone Andrea 01634 261419,

VOLUNTEER MINI BUS
DRIVERS required on Monday
evenings from 6.00pm to 10.30pm.
Interested? then ring 01634 371695

WEDDING BOUQUETS &
SPECIAL OCCASION
FLOWERS preserved & framed
in 3D. Call Marilyn at Flowers
Forever. Tel/Fax: 01634 373381,

OLD & DAMAGED
Photographs, slides and negatives
copied and professionally restored.
Collection and delivery service.
01634 308665 for dctails.

BIG TIPS

Mobile nail technician.
Beautiful nails for everyday
or special occasions. £20.

Medway 375505 or 0794 0704935.

SG VIRTUAL OFFICE
SERVICES. The personalised
telephone answering service that
greets your customers with your
company name, 01634 371929,

SPAIN-ANDALUCIAN
COUNTRY. New apartments (2)
each sleeps 2-5 persons, fully
equipped, pool, from £120 per
week. Tel: 01634 233082 or email:
casitasmiranda@hotmail.com

VACANCY IN MUSIC DEPT
full or part time. Good
knowledge of classical music
and jazz required. Details

from Rainham Bookshop

17 Station Road. 01634 371591
shop@rainhambookshop.co.uk

MATHS/PHYSICS TUITION
GCE ‘A’ level, GCSE etc. Private
tuition in your home by highly
experienced/qualified tutor,
BSc.Hons, Cert. in Education.
Please ring 01634 377267.

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant

01634 373016 or 07930 627741 for
free estimate.

REFLEXOLOGY. Holistic
therapy to aid relaxation and help
the body heal itself. For further
information or to book an
appointment pleasc contact Jenifer
Carr MBSR on Medway 376784,

LEAKING TAPS RESEATED
Loft and Toilet overflows.
Medway 262912.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
elderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work. Free
derfmnr repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

D.A.C. GARDEN SERVICE
General Garden Maintenance
undertaken. No job too small.
Tel: 01634 371005.

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 408438.

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken. Estimates Free.
Phone Dave Moon on 375069,

LOCAL PRINTER Est. 25yrs
Draw tickets to your layout.
Stationery, general print

work etc. Please call Dave
(DAMA PRINT) 01634 365564,

MR DIG-IT’S GARDEN SERVICE
01634 574676 Mob. 07787 813512,

LOCKSMITH/CARPENTER
All doors and locks supplied and
fitted. Mobile key cutting, 24hrs.
Call Frank. 01634 239400,
Mobile 07751 251411.

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 234149.

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and all Garden
Machinery repairs. Med 361217.

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift shop
in the arca, we have built up a
reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print, oil
or medals, you will always find
advice on hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 31 Station
Road, Rainham. Tel. 361436.

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS.

Kent Villages etc. Ideal for club
evenings, usually available at
short notice.

Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240.

MOBILE BOOK-KEEPING
SERVICES. Computerised and
Manual Accounts System set up,
VAT, PAYE. Call: Zoe McCrow
01634 370176 (Rainham).

For STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
new or reconditioned. Also
electrical work carried out.

Tel: Contact for Electrical
01634 374524 for free estimate.
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RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates.
Ron James: 01795 520635.

Chiropodist J. JUDGE Ch.P.
Cormns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
Home Visits. Med 361720,

BUY DIRECT FROM THE
FARMER - All our own Apples
and Pears, including Cox, Gala,
Braeburn, etc. From PUMP
FARM, Pump Lane (below
bridge), Rainham. Open 6 days
per week 10am-4pm. Closed
Mondays only. (Our farmshop
policy is to sell our own, local &
Kent produce.)

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing,
Patios, Drives, Walls, Garages.
No job too small. Free estimates.
Phone Les on 01634 264388 or
07743 128240.

CARPENTER AND JOINER
All carpentry work undertaken.
Fitted wardrobes, kitchens, ete.
No job too small. Free estimates.
Med 238466. Mob 07855 023953

DRUM KIT & PERCUSSION
lessons. Mr Roan Kearsey-
Lawson, BA(Hons), MA.

Tel; 01634 365453,

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — excellent
modernised centre with main hall
and meeting rooms available for
hire at competitive rates. Full
disabled access, hearing aid loop,
excellent kitchen. To book phone
01634 370492 or 235518.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Gravel
Laid, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and
Refelted, all types Fencing.

No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404.

GENERAL HANDYMAN

For all those jobs you never get
around to. Home & Garden
improvements. Call Tony 01634
575491, Mobile: 07855 190184,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Cenire,
Granary Close.

Sunday — 10.15am

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031.

JOHN INNES SEED &
POTTING COMPOST always
available. 20 kilo bag: £2.50.
Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat; £9.50. Meresborough
Nursery - Medway 231639.

PICTURE FRAMING. 15 years
experience. Home sclection
available. 183 London Road,
Rainham. Tel. 375670.

YOGA CLASSES!

Morning and Evening friendly
classes held locally. For details
call Evi on 01634 233312,

TREE STUMP GRINDING
AND TREE REMOVAL
SERVICE. Tel Roger Alsey,
01634 376776 for an estimate.

DISNEY FLORIDA USA
accommodates 10 people.
Privately owned luxury villa
overlooking a peaceful lake.
10mins to Disney, 15mins to
Universal studios, large Private
Screened Pool. Car hire, flights,
taxi from airport arranged.
Details call 01634 267427 -
07970090442.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal hall for Weddings, Parties
and Meetings. Facilities for the
disabled. Attractive setting —
Ample parking. To book phone
01634 364859.

BACK & BODY TREATMENTS
Muscular & Skeletal Injury.
Sports & Dance Injury.

Massage & Reflexology.

01634 234835 or 07719 794847.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11am and 6.30pm,
Treasure Seekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available
for 24-5 years. OFSTED
registered/inspected. Qualified
staff. Phone Medway 234718
(9-12), 373424 (eves). Registered
Charity No. 1077736. ~

SPAIN — COSTA BLANCA
Villa consisting of 3 bedrooms,

2 bathrooms, kitchen, dining
room, lounge, laundry room, own
swimming pool, lovely sea-view.
Sleeps 2-8 people.

Available all year round.

Close to sea, shops and
restaurants.

Tel: 0034 96 649 9842.

Email: carolandbill@tiscali.es

P.K.B.

Painting & Decorating, Guttering.
We also clean Guttering, Fascias,
Drives, Patios, etc.

We cut Grass and sharpen all
tools. Free estimates.

Phone Paul on 01634 364812.

The Hideaway Nursery for
Seasonal Bedding, Shrubs,
Climbers & Trees. Garden
Design, Landscaping &
Maintenance Service.

01634 231693

105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch.
Winter opening times

Wed & Sat only 10 till 4.
BELLY DANCER. Family
entertainment for those special
occasions, birthdays, etc.
Lessons available. Med 374417,

GRASS MOWING, HEDGE
cutting, Weeding, Garden tidying.
Friendly service. 01634 378763.

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
“The Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552.

ENGINEERING, NAVAL AND
Art Books wanted. Med 360227.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood
Green. Sunday Morning Service
is at 10.30am to 12 noon. For any
other details about the Fellowship
and its activities, please contact
Richard Hayton, 01634 235799.

FAMILY & LOCAL HISTORY
RESEARCH NOTICEBOARD
www.bygonekent.co.uk
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MIKE O’BRIEN
AND
SWINTON COLONNADE
Working together to find you a better deal
all your insurance needs — Serving
the people of Rainham since 1969

CALL US FOR AN IMMEDIATE QUOTATION
01634 373757

The Finance Centre (Rainham)
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER

19 Sabre Court Gillingham Kent ME8 ORW
Tel: 01634 302701 Fax: 01634 364556 Mobile: 07961 334561
Email: barry@thefinancecentre fsbusiness.co.uk

Barry James MLIA(dip) CeMAP
Princlipal
A member of DBS Financial Management plc
which is regulated by the Financial Services Autharity
DBS is part of the MISYS group of companies
wowrw.dbsfi ial co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Bullders
Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpeniry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072

ARPETLINE

SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
Carpets, Rugs and Vinyl Supplies
HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Available Daytime. Evenings & Weekends

Medway 234882

THE SHOP WHERE
NOTHING IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE

BYGONE KENT

Monthly magazine Est 1979, £2.50
Annual subscription by post £26.00
Feb issue includes
1st Rainham Guide Camp in 1920.
March: the Bloor family of Bloors Place.
RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
17-25 Station Road, Rainham
Tel 01634 371591 Fax 01634 262114
www.rainhambookshop.co.uk

REPARS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS
For Free Estimates telephone:

01634 375069
Day and Evenings

No Job too LARGE or SMALL
WE DO THEM “ALL"

® 24 hour Personal Service
® Monumental Masons

In lime of need ...
JOHN WEIR

Funeral Direclors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
® Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777
130 High Street, Rainham 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham
Kent ME8 BAR Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ

Car parking available Car parking available

® Private Chapels of Rest
® Horse Drawn Hearse avallable
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