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Meredale School in Solomon Road. This school will close in August 2003 after nearly a century of use.
Your help is asked for memorabilia, photos and recollections for inclusion in a Celebration Day next July
and a book ‘Memories of Meredale’ they hope to produce. See the letter on page 2.
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It is good to know our local council has not
forgotten us as our Christmas decorations went up in
Rainham in early October, does this make them more
cost effective if they are on show for a quarter of the
year instead of just December? With a change of
contractor for our local street cleaning services I am
looking forward to a rapid improvement in the state
of our roads and pavements, through the summer
litter blowing in the breeze became a real hazard in

Editorial

Two suggestions have been made for the unnamed
teacher on the left, dressed in flannels, in our front
page photograph last month. Bill Taylor is one
contribution or alternatively Mr Brady who was a
sports master. Perhaps you can clarify the situation or
throw a third spanner in the works! Alan Major, a
frequent contributor to our pages, writes from
Canterbury of his years at Rainham School for Boys,
he also tells us of a new book he is publishing in
November called ‘A Little Book of Kent’. This
apparently includes a two-page ‘toast’ to Rainham
written for St Margaret’s Church Magazine by

Mr Smith, a prolific local historian and writer.
Entitled ‘A Rainham Toast for New Year® or ‘An Old
Toast Revived — Ye Olde Village of Renham’,

Mr Smith covers the entire history up to his time at
Rainham. Mr Major remembers whilst working at
Panda Press, in December 1947, he had the job to set
up this piece originally in 10pt type with Latin Bold
heading and had the foresight to keep a copy. An idea
for a Christmas present, for that hard to buy for
person perhaps, the book is priced at about £5. We
have many other opportunities to spot the more
unusual present at one of the many fairs, bazaars and
sales we feature in our Diary this month. All are run
by volunteers with the aim of raising funds, either for
charity, or to provide the many extras schools rely on
these days. You will be very welcome to go along
and swell the crowd and if they can entice you to
spend some money, you will probably have a bargain,
and their time will have been well spent.

St Matthew’s have come up with a novel idea I
have not come across before. A Christmas Tree
Festival will be held at the church in early December.
Local organisations decorate their own tree and
possibly stage a small display and collect for their
charity. The church will be open at various times on
three days for visitors to see the trees. If your group
would like to decorate a tree ring Peter Hagger on
235056 for details. Thinking of new ideas to raise
funds is always difficult but another one new to me is
the ‘Curryaoke’ planned by The Friends of
St Margaret’s for November 16th. You probably need
to be fond of curry and singing to make the most of
this evening but if neither appeal the camaraderie of
being with a group of people who are could provide a
stimulating evening, more details from 373997,
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several areas, it can only get better, I hope.

Do make the most of the pleasant autumn days and
have a good month, we look forward to seeing you
again in December.

Correspondence

MEREDALE INFANT SCHOOL
Dear Editor,

By now many of your readers will be aware that
Meredale Infant School — formerly Rainham Council
School — will be closing in August 2003.

The school in Solomon Road has served the
Rainham community for over 95 years and we are
asking former pupils, parents, staff and friends for
contributions of their recollections, photos and
memorabilia for inclusion in our Celebration Day
which will take place next July.

We are also planning to produce a book, Memories
of Meredale, which will include many of these items.

We will keep you informed of events taking place
to celebrate the school’s lifetime of achievement and
hope that your readers will be able to support us.

Many thanks.

Yours sincerely

Eileen James

Headteacher

01634 231405
office@meredale.medway.uk

CURRYOAKE!
Dear Editor,

The Friends of St Margaret’s are holding a Curry
and Karaoke Night at the Millennium Centre (off
Gatekeeper Chase), Rainham, on Saturday 16th
November at 7.30pm. Tickets at £10 per head include
a two-course meal and entertainment provided by a
pianist/singer. Please bring your own bottle. To book
seats (up to 8 per table) ‘phone Bev on 373997.

Yours sincerely
Kay Jarvis
(Friends Committee)

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Dear Editor,

The 20th Gillingham Scout Group are holding their
annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 30th
November. There will be fun for all the family with a
variety of stalls. Father Christmas will be in his
‘grotto’ to keep the children happy, and there will be

mince pies and mulled wine available to fortify the
adults.

All this takes place between 2pm and 5pm in the
Scout HQ in Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead.
Admission is 50p for adults (including lucky draw
ticket) and free for accompanied children.

Thank you

Mike Dowsett
Beaver Scout Leader
01634 373424

RAINHAM BOOKSHOP/GALLERY
CLIFFE AIRPORT EXHIBITION
Dear Editor,

Through your good offices by ‘lending” window
space for the month of November we, as painters,
would like to remind fellow artists and interested
residents of our efforts, including the work on display
in the Art Gallery Upstairs, of the many lovely
aspects of the Cliffe peninsula currently under threat.
Many regular gallery exhibitors are joining us in this
venture. Don’t miss it.

Yours faithfully
Elizabeth Akehurst,
John Evans, Eileen and
Michael Peevers,
Jenny Smith and

Chris Turner

CHRISTMAS SHOW AT THE OLD REED BED
STUDIOS
Dear Editor,

We are three local potters, two are recent graduates
and the third a more established maker.

We will be having our Christmas show on the
weekends of 7th-8th and 14th-15th December. Hours
are from 10am to Spm daily.

Visitors will have the chance to see a creative
working environment with very individual types of
work, some of which will be for sale. Please ring
01795 842481 during working hours for more
information,

Potters at the Old Reed Bgf:is‘:i]?;:iissam

Bed Ceramic Studios _‘I‘ Lo

The Street £ Lawe
Pam Dodds

Lower Halstow

VSO MEDWAY & MAIDSTONE
Dear Editor,

The committee of VSO Medway and Maidstone
would like to thank all the Forum readers who
attended our recent Wine and Wisdom at Thames
View Infant School. The evening was a great success
and we raised a total of £455 for VSO. We would
also like to thank Peter Trowell, the Thames View
caretaker, who was extremely helpful to us with
regard to the organisation of the event.

Yours sincerely
Pam Cole
(Events Organiser)

SILENT AUCTION

Terry Wilson from Rainham will be trekking up the
Amazon Jungle in Ecuador, South America, during
early November to raise money for children with
impaired hearing. To help him raise more money we
are holding a SILENT AUCTION on SAT 30th NOV
at the SCOUT HALL, EDWARDS CLOSE,
WIGMORE. Tickets will be £1.50 each and will
include a sausage and chips supper. Silent auctions
are great fun and you can pick up a real bargain. For
tickets or further information please contact Maggie
Comley on 01634 235733,

Thank you for your support.

ST MATTHEW’S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2002
2.00pm, Saturday 23rd November

This year’s bazaar will feature the following
attractions and stalls:
e An ‘Expotition’ with Pooh Bear to the North Pole
to see Father Christmas in his Grotto
Children’s toys & gifts
Cakes & preserves
Books & Bric-a-brac
Tombola
Children’s games
Prize raffle
» Refreshments
Bazaar entrance fee: 25p (adults)
Entrance to see Father Christmas £2.50 per child
(includes children’s gift)
All proceeds to St Matthew’s Church Roof &
Renew Appeal.

Abbeyf{eld

Where older people find V care in housing
Convalescence — Respite — Short Stay Care
is available at Rogers House Residential
Home for the elderly who are recovering
from hospitalisation or for carers
who wish to take a holiday.
Contact: Mrs Pam Harrington—
01634 262266 KCC Registered

SALMON WINDOWS

Family run business with 20 years experience

Conservatories — designed and built
UPVC windows doors & porches
UPVC soffit & fascia

Misted units replaced

Fensa document L approved

10 year insurance backed guarantee

* & & @ 9 9

For advice and very competitive quote:
01634 363881 /07973860369
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275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
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Diary Copy Date: 19th November 2002

November 2nd ~ St Margaret’s 50th Annual Bazaar,
Millennium Centre, Rainham. 9.30am to 2.30pm,
admission 30p. Ring 01795 475965 for details.

November 2nd — Village Bonfire & Fireworks
evening, Upchurch Paddock, 5.30pm. Admission
£3 Adults, £1.50 Children. Ring 235420 for details.

November 3rd — Ramblers Association. Start
10.00am. 10 miles. Meet at Shipbourne Church.

November 4th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Beryl and Pat — Pasta Angels for the
Christmas Tree. 7.30 to 9.30pm at the Annexe
(Urchins Playgroup) building in Marlborough
Road, Gillingham.

November 4th — Countryside Event. Talk, 7.30pm,
Riverside Country Park ‘Tree Folklore’. £1.60,
book on 378987.

November 5th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group. ‘Catherine Wheel’ - a
polychromatic spiral design. 7.30 to 9.00pm,
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. Ring 234734 for details.

November 6th — The Friendship Circle, 2.15pm, at
Parkwood Christian Fellowship. Contact Mary
Tindall 365758.

November 6th — Rainham (Kent) Horticultural
Society. Mr C. Bradshaw — Birds of the North Kent
Marshes. 7.30pm, Pavilion Cricket Ground,
Berengrave Lane, Rainham.

November 7th — Gillingham Flower Arrangers.
Among My Souvenirs - Petite. 7.30pm, The
Garrison Church Hall, Mansion Row, Brompton.

November 7th - Wigmore Thursday Club — The
Weakest Link. 2.00pm St Matthew’s Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore. For people over
the age of 50. For further information telephone
235507,

R01795 522 200

Specialist kitchen / bedroom suppliers
Appliances and ceramic tiles

Wildwinds Barn, Norton Crossroads,
Teynham, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 9JY

N4B Free Surveys
www.roots.eu.com/af.htm and Estimates

November 7th to 9th — Wigmore MADS present
‘Dead Guilty’ by Richard Harris, 8.00pm,

St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. Tickets £5 (Cons £4) from 370639.

November 7th-9th & 14th-16th — RaTS present “The
Business of Murder’ by Richard Harris, 8.00pm at
the Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham. Tickets £5.00
from 360506 weckdays 9am to 8pm,

November 8th — Gillingham & Rainham Local
History Society. Without let or hindrance, The
story of passports (with slides). 7.15pm, Adult
Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham.

November 8th — Dinner & Dance in aid of Cancer
Research, King Charles Hotel, Brompton.

Tickets £25, ring 363793 for details,

November 9th — Instep Dancing. Saturday Social
Dance, Rainham School for Girls. Ballroom
Latin/Sequence. 8.00 to 11.00pm. Enquiries 01634
363738.

November 9th — Medway & District Group of HF
Holidays. Meet 11.00am Mote Park car park,
Maidstone. Dry packed lunch. Approx. 3 miles.

November 9th — Mierscourt PTFA Musical Wine &
Wisdom, 7.30pm at the school. Teams of 8 adults
£3.50, children £2.50. Ring 365377 for details.

November 9th — Friends of Chernobyl’s Children
(Medway) Fund Raising Barn Dance. 7.30pm to
10.30pm, United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham. Dancing to live music. Bring &
Share Supper. Tickets £5.00 from 366189,

November 9th — Darland House Carer Group,
Darland Avenue, Gillingham, are holding a Coffee
Moming 10.30am to 12.30pm. Refreshments,
cakes, preserves, bric-a-brac, books. Raffle. The
Carer Group raise funds to purchase extra items not
provided by NHS for 40 elderly residents.

November 9th — Countryside Event, Riverside bird
walk, Riverside Country Park, 1.20pm. £1.50, book
on 378987.

November 10th — Ramblers Association. Start
10.00am, 5.5 miles. Meet and park around Green at
Leigh, west of Tonbridge.

November 12th — Medway Antiques & Collectables
Club. Coalport China Works. 7.30 for 8.00pm,

St George Hotel, New Road, Chatham.

GREG BRYANT
CONSTRUCTION
MEDWAY 231321

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER
EXTENSIONS BLOCK PAVING
ROOF CONVERSIONS
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November 12th — Gillingham and District Fuchsia & Orchestra, ‘Viennese Gala Concert, 7.30pm,
Pelargonium Society. Talk by Fiona Byers on the Central Theatre, Chatham, ring 404977 for details.
work of Guide Dogs for the Blind (accompanied by ~ November 17th — Ramblers Association. Start
a puppy). 7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls, 10.00am. 11 miles. Meet and park at
Derwent Way, Rainham. Hollingbourne Rail Station. .

November 12th — Rainham Evening Machine November 18th — Rainham Evening WL Letter ‘W
Knitting Club. 8.00 to 10.00pm. The Red Cross Lakes — Gardens & Reflections. 7.30pm Platters
Gillingham Centre, 31 Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Lodge, Highfield Road, Rainham.

Contact no. 01634 862673. November 18th - Medway Spinners, Dyers &

November 13th — Rainham Flower Club. Weavers Association, Daphne — Batik
Demonstration Marion Sudbury “Yuletide (see 4th Nov).

Pageant’, 7.30 to 9.30pm. Upchurch Village Hall. ~ November 19th — Gillingham Horticultural Society

November 13th — Gillingham Horticultural Society. Floral Art Group. ‘Christmas Decoration’ plus
AGM. The Municipal Buildings. Resume of year’s prepare for Christmas Show (see 5th Nov).
events. Refreshments to follow. For more details November 20th — Bredhurst Garden Club. Fred Booth
please ring Joyce 01634 360624. Illustrated Talk ‘Wild Orchids of Kent’. Gift Stall

November 13th — Medway Camcorder Club. 7.30pm provided by Kent Trust for Nature Conservation.
Medway Motor Yacht Club, Borstal, AGM. Ring 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

371570 for details. November 20th — Wigmore Afternoon

November 14th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Talk by Townswomen’s Guild. Competition: A Coaster.
the RNID (see 7th Nov). 1.45 to 4.15pm, Howard Hall, Woodside,

November 15th — Gillingham Recorded Music Wigmore, )

Society. Musical eccentrics. 7.15 to 9.15pm, November 20th — Countryside Event, National Tree

St Augustine’s Church Room, top of Rock Avenue, Week, ring 378987 for details.

Gillingham. November 21st — Gillingham Flower Arrangers.
November 16th — Quiz Night at the Oast House. Candle Light (see 7th Nov).

8.00pm, Community Centre, Granary Close, November 21st — Rainham Afternoon WI. Annual

Station Road, Rainham. Teams of 6, all are Meeting. 1.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, Station

welcome. Contact no. 374558. Road, Rainham, Contact no. 01634 372479.
November 16th — Upchurch Choral Society. Concert  November 21st — Wigmore Thursday Club. Doug

— when we shall celebrate the restoration of the Harris Entertains (see 7th Nov).

church and the Jubilee in a concert called November 22nd — The Medway Geographical

*JUBILATE’ works by Vivaldi, Stanford, Handel, Society. Hong Kong — Mr Bob Appleton. 7.30 to

Goodall, Chilcott and Rutter. Proceeds will go 9.00pm, Adult Education Centre, Green Street,

towards St Mary’s Restoration Fund. For details Gillingham. _

telephone Helen Osborne on 01634 233576. November 23rd — Instep Dancing (see 9th Nov).
November 16th — Medway & District Group of November 23rd — St Matthew’s Church, Drf:wcry )

HF Holidays. Meet 10.15am Sole Street Station. Drive, Wigmore. 7.30pm, Concert featuring Celtic

Walk 6 miles. Harpist and Folk Singer Annie Mawson, Tickets
November 16th — Friends of St Margaret’s, Curry and Adults £5, Concessions £4, available from Peter

Karaoke Night. Millennium Centre (off Gatekeeper Hagger (01634 235056). Accompanied children

Chase), Rainham. 7.30pm. Tickets £10 per head to free. _

include two course meal and entertainment. Please  November 23rd — Guild of St Helena, Christmas

bring your own bottle. Seats bookable, telephone Bazaar, 10.00am to 12.30pm, Lampard Centre,

Bev 373997. Sally Port, Brompton. 50p admission.

November 16th — City of Rochester Symphony Continued on page 11
/ MERESBOROUGH
(BALEIGH MAIN AGENTS el
A range of quality
@ ‘ g .ﬂ ZK@S Chrysanthemums
available
20 East St throughout Oct/Jan
Slttmgbuume WE SELL AT WHOLESALE PRICES
JOIN QUR J$MAS CLUB TO THE PUBLIC
Meresborough Nursery, Meresborough Road
01795 426667 Rainham.  Tel: 01634 231639
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KW ELECTRONIC
SERVICES
No Call Out Charge

All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.
Repaired & Serviced

ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO
FOR SALE

All work guaranteed at least 3 months

TELEPHONE; Medway 364943

AU types of guality
PRINTING
POSTER PRINTS TO AO SIZE

7208 teppear of gualite

S 1 G N S
COLOUR COPY - PRINT & SIGNS

16 STATION ROAD, RAINHAM, KENT MEB TPH O8O0 783 O9TF

G.P.
PRIVATE PRACTICE

Dr. M J. MURPHY
MB, BCh

1 Crevequer Chambers
35 High Street, Rainham
Monday - Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333

(S.B. BRICKWORK LTD )

BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken

Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

ARE YOU
Uncomfortable with your present weight?
Still tired in the morning?

P O I

eranucs

YES! = Sp\c‘:cialists in Walls, Floors =%
PLEASE call Lee or Liz for a personal 1-2-1 Slate, Terracotta and Mosaics
consultation == Supplied and Fixed ===
We can help “ or labour only
01795 430 360 = 01634 235714
Puma pvc amY crystaL Curtain & Blind
2 5 e " LY Manufacturers
pproved installers o ity Made to Measure Curtalns
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding QMH::,;;;; o
* 10 Year Guarantee HOME CONSULTANCY SERVICE
* Free Quotations ey FREE Fitting
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT Gimghem -~ NoBOdy Bosts
ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE ! 4
CALL NOW 01634 235900 Fax. 01634 408208
159 Edwin Road, Rainham i omta: STROA HO/aR0
Email: crystal@cannon2.fsnat.co.uk
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Correspondence

RAINHAM SCHOOL FOR BOYS
Dear Editor,

Reference the letter from John K. Austin and the
teachers at the Rainham Senior School for Boys in
your August issue, I was a pupil there in wartime,
1940 to 1943, when it was on a war footing.

Teachers then were, starting with Mr Wilbraham,
past retiring age, then Mr Bowden, who we also had
specially for music practise i.e. singing, “Where Ere
You Walk’ etc. Next was Mr Taylor, who early on
was called up into the RAF. Then Mr Sargeant for
gencral lessons; how often he told us about his
experiences as a First World War prisoner of war.
Occasionally Mrs Drake, youngish and ‘admired’ by
the boys, if another teacher was away. The final class
was that of Mr Gleadle, who seemed to have some
RAF service role, possibly with AT Cadets as he
sometimes arrived in RAF uniform.

Woodwork and metalwork, such as it was due to
shortage of materials, was taught by Mr Sneath, who
we nicknamed for some mysterious reason Mr Slice.
The ARP had part of the school and most windows
and doorways were sandbagged. Headmaster was
fearsome Mr Smith.

My piece of the garden *for the war effort” was at
the far end opposite the girls” toilets and entrance to
the playing field. It only seemed to grow beetroots
and brussels sprouts. As the girls frequently ran onto
the playing field for games wearing only white vest
and navy blue bloomers, the garden did not get a lot
of attention by the boys at that end. When I left
school in 1943 every boy in my class had a job to go
to. I became an apprentice printers typesetter at
Mr Godfreys in the High Street.

Yours sincerely

Alan Major

41 Heaton Road
Canterbury. CT1 3PY

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENING

The Rotary Club of Chatham with the assistance of
the other Rotary Clubs in the Medway Towns is once
again holding a Christmas Shopping Evening for the

elderly and infirm.

This event will take place at Woolworth’s, High
Street, Chatham, on Tuesday 26th November,
6pm to 8pm.

Those attending will be provided with refreshments
during the evening by the staff at Woolworth’s and
entertained with Christmas Carols by the Chatham
Choral Society.

If any Medway resident would like to attend and
needs transport by car or ambulance to this event,
they should contact Rotarian Margaret Keen, between
11th and 15th November on Medway 662862 (9am to
5pm) or 831142 in the evening.

CONCERT AT ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH,
DREWERY DRIVE

Our Autumn series of concerts ends on Saturday
23rd November at 7.30pm, when we welcome the
return of ANNIE MAWSON, the Celtic harpist and
folk singer who helped us celebrate the Jubilee earlier
this year. Tickets from Peter Hagger (01634 235056)
_ £5 adults, £4 concessions, accompanied children
free.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL:
7th-9th December

Everyone is warmly invited to visit our Christmas
Tree Festival to be held in St Matthew’s Church,
Drewery Drive. Local organisations will be
decorating their own Christmas Trees, some staging
small displays, and collecting for their charity.
Admission to the Church will be FREE -
refreshments available.

Saturday 7th open 10am to 4pm. At 7pm the Sing
Out Christmas Gillingham Salvation Army Band
will be leading Carol Singing — come and join us.

Sunday 8th open 2pm to 4pm.

Monday 9th open 3pm to 4pm. At 2pm Mothers
Union Carol Service open to all. At 8pm Great
Lines Music Centre will be holding their
Christmas Concert — admission free — retiring
collection — all very welcome.

If any local organisation would like to erect a tree

please contact Peter Hagger (01634 235056).

REFLEXOLOGY

An ancient treatment that helps to relieve today's illnesses

HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or to book an
appointment
Home visits available

David Stride M.B.SR., M.B.R.C.P.(Reflexology)
196 Wigmore Road, Wigmore, Glilingham, Kent
MES OTL

Tel: 01634 365510

Waverley Nurseries

622 Lower Rainham Road
Rainham, Gillingham, Kent ME8 7TX
Tel 01634 232520

Pansy’s, Prinroses, Roses,
Perennials, Shrubs from December
Christnas Trees

Holly Wreaths




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR OCTOBER

Of the dozen or more villages on the Hoo Peninsula,
St Mary’s Hoo is my favourite. From a distance, the
setting of the church, among a clump of trees and
roof tops, looks more Norfolk than Kent. Still
surrounded by gravestones, the church is now a
private house. The school, also now a home, displays
a plaque recording its erection in 1868. The plaque
includes the names of Henry Pye and the Rev. Robert
Gascoyne Burt. Pye was a progressive farmer who
had great influence on farming techniques in North
Kent. Burt had the living at St Mary’s for 59 years
during which, it is said, he never wrote a sermon and
very rarely gave one.

In early October I revisited the village. The
surrounding fields had been harvested and either
harrowed or ploughed. The yards of St Mary’s Hall
and Ross farms held stocks of bales of hay and straw
ready for the over-wintering of cattle still feeding on
the marshes. Just outside the village I sat down on the
edge of the high ground and took in the view. Ahead
of me were the marshes, the River Thames and Essex.

Most of the marshes consist of grazing land which
is divided into fields by drainage dykes. The fields
are important for breeding birds such as redshank,
lapwing and snipe and for the relatively rare brown
hare. They are dominated by common grasses such as
bents, fescues and foxtails. By October the grasses
were in seed and the fields themselves had a dry,
yellow appearance. The dykes, with their emergent
vegetation, support large numbers of waterfowl, the
water vole (which is one of Britain’s most threatened
mammals) and many species of dragonfly and
damselfly.

During the month of October birds such as
widgeon, pintail and brent geese come back to the
Thames Estuary for the winter whilst, on the higher
ground, visiting redwings and fieldfares join the
resident thrushes in feeding on the autumn berries.

To my left I could see the edge of Northwood Hill,
an RSPB bird reserve. Here breed rooks, nightingales
and the largest colony of herons in the country. I
wondered how many more seasons were destined to

pass before the wood was felled, for herons and low
flying airliners do not mix happily together.

As I sat looking down on a possible site of
London’s fourth airport, I wondered what Henry Pye
and Robert Gascoyne Burt would have thought of the
Government’s proposals. The Rev. Burt seemed to
have liked to lead a quiet life and would not have
welcomed thousands more souls to his parish. If he is
stirring in his grave I would have to tell him that the
omens are not good. Not so long ago the Government
gave approval to the Medway Ports Authority to
create a car import terminal on The Lappel, an
extensive area of riverside mud at Sheerness which
supported thousands of waders. The new terminal
gives welcomed employment to local people. But it
also supports the jobs of thousands of car workers in
the Far East and those who ferry the cars to
Sheerness.

The same scenario may well repeat itself with any
airport on the Hoo marshes. Their international
importance for bird life may not save them. The
peninsula would be covered in concrete, tarmac and
brick. The airport would bring employment to the
people of the Medway towns but it is likely that far
more jobs would be created in the tourist industries in
Florida, Spain, Greece and the rest.

What would Henry Pye have made of all this? He
was the man who put right years of neglect of the
drainage channels of the marshes. Prior to his work
the marshes would have been badly waterlogged —
good for wildfowl and wildfowlers but not conducive
to efficient farming. He was one of the first farmers
in Kent to use Aveling and Porter steam engines
complete with ploughing equipment and threshing
tackle. Finally, he was instrumental in bringing the
railway to the Hundred of Hoo so as to better enable
farmers to get their produce to market.

Henry Pye was clearly a farsighted man who was
not afraid of progress and change. So would he have
been able to make sense of the concreting over of the
Hoo Peninsula? For I cannot!

Joe Ennis
THE CHANGING FACE OF RAINHAM

It was encouraging to see so many residents at Joe
Ennis’s slide show depicting ‘Old Rainham’ and I

SUTTONS WITH
KHILKOFF-BOULDING & CO.
SOLICITORS
84/86 High Street, Rainham
Specialising in
Conveyancing, Probate & Wills

Call us today for a competitive Quote on
MEDWAY (01634) 373333

Other offices situated throughout Kent
providing a complete professional legal service

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved
DECORATING - Internal / External

Established 1988

NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747

was pleased to answer questions afterwards. I wonder
if the obvious new interest in the history of our
locality is being adequately catered for by present
organisations. Many properties have been lost in the
High Street and many more are likely to be
fundamentally changed or demolished as residential
development replaces business premises so I checked
with the directory to compare the area depicted in
most of the slides around the turn of last century.

The population of Rainham in 1901 was 3,693
(probably around 40,000 for the same area now),
employment was mainly in agriculture and brick or
cement making, farming was in the doldrums and
many residents were very poor as they were not paid
for production lost due to inclement weather and most
families had many more children than now. It was a
make and mend society and few would travel outside
of the village for purchases so Rainham shops would
have provided every need and there was plenty of
competition. ;

The High Street, going east, started at the
Cricketers on one side and The White Horse opposite,
all properties to the west were then in London Road
and, like many of our roads at that time, neither were
numbered so postmen had to quickly learn where
everyone lived. The advertisements in Kelly’s
Directory of 1908 give, perhaps, the best explanation
of life just nine years before I was born and
emphasise the origin of two of the most influential
inventions of our time. That for The White Horse
quotes telephone number 10 and shows pictures of
both a horse drawn charabanc for outings and a brake
to transport residents or to collect commercial
travellers from the station by appointment. It
obviously took advantage of the new motorised travel
as in addition to providing ‘Livery and Bait Stabling’
it also had a ‘Motor Garage and Pit’. The proprietor
was Mr Charles Adie whose son Leigh succeeded
him and I believe that grandson Ron continued later.
Prior to the Adie’s Mr Sayer was ‘mine host” and it
was he who, it is said, planted a chestnut tree in front
of the Church to commemorate the birth of each of
his children.

The Cricketers had no advert in Kelly’s but that in
The History of Rainham (Kent) by Edwin Harris
published in 1917 was equally interesting. The

proprietor Mr C.W. Shaw had taken over from

Mr Harry Charles Taylor and advertised that it was
‘Home from Home’ and ‘the place to spend a
pleasant holiday’. This hostelry also had Stabling
and a Motor Garage’.

Mr Arthur Tucker, two doors down from Pudding
Lane, was Watchmaker Jeweller and Optician and he
advertised ‘table and pocket cutlery’, with *private
room specially fitted out with the latest appliances for

sight testing’.

Freddie Cooper To be continued

JOURNEY OF THE MAGI

The Springs Dance Company from Bromley will be
performing “Journey of the Magi’ in St Matthew’s
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, South
Gillingham, on Saturday 30th November, at 7.30pm.
Tickets cost £5.00 or £4.00 (concessions) including
mince pies, mulled wine or fruit juice., Box Office:
370639,

‘Journey of the Magi’ is the presentation by a
professional performing group of T.S. Eliot’s poem,
in music, dance and drama. We believe that it will
help us to prepare for the Christmas season. Readers
of Action Forum are warmly invited to share in this
production. Do come, be entertained and inspired,
take some time away from the shopping and other
activities that keep us all so busy at this time of year,
and make this the beginning of your Christmas
celebrations. You will be very welcome.

BARNARDO’S CHRISTMAS EVENING
The Callaway Hall, Millennium Centre, Rainham
8.00pm on Thursday 28th November 2002
Stalls, Entertainment, Xmas Buffet
Donations and Gifts much appreciated

Bring & Buy — Raffle — Christmas Cards and Gifts
Admission £2.00 (Medway 233405)
Refreshments included

Barnardo’s is the UK’s largest children’s charity.

Each year we help over 90,000 children, young
people and their families to overcome severe
disadvantages. Children have only one chance of
childhood, please help us to help them.

Janet Dobson
Chairperson, Rainham BHG

Rainham 07814 161393

MJH Electrical Services

Power - Lighting - Storage Heaters
Full | Part Rewires
Upgrade Fuse Boards and Earthing
No Job Too Small
'FREE Advice - FREE Estimates
NO Call Out Charge

Telephone

8

01634 233852 - 07721071440

RAINHAM CAMERAS

NEW & USED PHOTOGRAPHIC
Equipment Bought, Sold & Exchanged
* Over 38 Years Experience *
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS FILM PROCESSING
BINOCULAR & TELESCOPE SPECIALISTS
NEW SERVICE
Old Photographs Copied & Restored
Quality Hand Printing in Black & White
Or in Old Fashioned Sepia
7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent MEB 7RS
01634 239866
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Paintless Dent Removal, Upholstery, Dash & Windscreen Repair
Scratches - Bumper Scuffs - Lacquer Damage
Repaired at Home, Office or Business

Gary Etheridge
Mobile 07816 673636  Tel: 01795 843278

SMART SYSTEM VEHICLE PAINT REPAIR

2 Westmoreland Drive, Lower Halstow, Kent ME9 TEL

MUNN ACADEMY OF DANCE
Dance for Fun Est 1972

Pupils 2 yrs—Professionals
Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre,
Gym, Disco, Cheer Technique,
Drama & Singing Tuition
Adult Tap, Jazz, Disco
Exams, Shows, Competitions & Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn
Fellow & Examiner LD.T.A.

MEDWAY 234168

JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt

All Waork & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE

JIAID

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

. Accounts

- Tax

. Book-keeping
Orchard House, Station Road, ] Payroll
Rainham, Kent, MEB 7TRS 4

. Audit

Tel: 01634 375222
Fax: 01634 371318 2
E Mail: j.a.d.associates{@btinternet com
www jod sage2d.com

Associated Services

D.H. MILLER

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS
For all your Plumbing Services

HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of
old Systems a Speciality
s CENTRAL HEATING
» LUXURY BATHROOMS  _on
) & SHOWERS (‘D‘l
@J MEDWAY 235831 N e

Reg No.6629 36 High Street, Rainham

Housemartin Scheme Limited

Carers required for weekdays, evenings and
weekends, hours flexible. Domestic and
Personal Care help given to the elderly,

frail, mentally and physically handicapped.

Training provided — transport not
essential. Four weeks paid holiday,
enhanced payment for unsociable hours.

Telephone essential. For further details ring

Medway 01634 366528

CAR AND COMMERGIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent. MEB 8AT

24 Hour Recovery. 8am—6pm Tel: Medway 377803
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379336

10

7 Builders &
+# LJ Decorators

EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: Medway 235383
177 Wakeley Road - Rainham + Kent « MES 8NJ

Diary 2002

November 23rd — CHRISTMAS BAZAAR,
St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. 2.00pm. Father Christmas Grotto, £2.50.
Many stalls, refreshments. Admission 25p.

November 24th — Ramblers Association. Start
10.00am. 5 miles. Meet and park in car park off
A25 on east side of Westerham.

November 26th — Rainham Evening Machine
Knitting Club (see 12th Nov).

November 26th — Christmas Shopping Evening for
elderly and infirm at Woolworth’s, Chatham, ring
662862 between 11th and 15th Nov 9.00am-
5.00pm or 831142 evenings to book transport.

November 27th — Medway Camcorder Club, 60 sec
competition (see 13th Nov).

November 28th — Rainham & District Dollshouse and
Miniaturist Group. 7.30pm, St Thomas of
Canterbury Church Hall, London Road, Rainham.
Contact no. 01634 312038.

November 28th — Barnardo’s Christmas Evening,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, 8.00pm. Admission
including refreshments £2.00. Lots of stalls, all
welcome, ring 233405 for details.

November 29th — Gillingham Recorded Music
Society. Scottish Folk Music (see 15th Nov).

November 30th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group. CHRISTMAS SHOW. 2.30 to
4.30pm.

’\Iovember 30th — CHRISTMAS BAZAAR, Miers

" FREE ﬂUOTES

NO naummou 01634 321202
01622 205210
VIEV AM INSTALLATION IN YOUR ARER

10 YEAR INSURANCE BRCKED GUARANTEE @

ABBERVILLE - 243 Edwin Road, Rainham, Kert MEB DL Email kdl siy@virgin net

E’ Removel Of Old
MmtmmﬁmEnum
Full Ventilation With Bird Guard

Absolute Beginners
P Watercolour

) Treat yourself to a fun, relaxing,
(stress-busting) day out in a country barn
studio in Lower Halstow
ONE DAY CLASSES

Nov 27 Jan15 Feb12 Mar12 Apr2nd

v
Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983 Y/
Beginners Calligraphy .
with Gold Leaf o b

Court PTFA. 11.00am to 2.00pm. Fun for all the
family.

November 30th — 20th Gillingham Scout Group
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR. 2.00 to 5.00pm, Scout
Headquarters, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead.
Admission 50p Adults, accompanied children free.

November 30th — The Springs Dance Company will
be performing their drama, dance and musical
presentation of ‘Journey of the Magi’ in
St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. 7.30pm. Tickets £5.00 or £4.00
(concessions) including mince pies, mulled wine or
fruit juice. Box Office 370639.

November 30th & December 1st — Countryside
Event, Christmas Fair, Riverside Country Park,
11.00am to 3.00pm, details from 378987.

November 30th — Silent Auction on behalf of hearing
impaired children, Scout Hall, Edwards Close,
Wigmore, 7.30pm. Tickets £1.50 includes sausage
& chip supper from Maggie 235733.

November 30th to December 1st — RSPB Christmas
Stall, Riverside Country Park.

December 2nd — Medway Spinners, Dyers &
‘Weavers Association, Christmas Party, 7.00 to

10.00pm (see 4th Nov).

December 3rd — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Floral Art Group, Christmas Bash evening out
(see 5th Nov).

December 4th — The Friendship Circle (see 6th Nov).

December 4th — Gillingham Horticultural Society
Christmas Dance, Lloyds Social Club, 8.00 to
11.00pm. Dancing to ‘Adams Apple’. Tickets £6
(£7 non members) includes Buffet, ring 360624 for
details.

December 5th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Mrs Vicki
Harris ‘History of Maidstone Zoo’ (see 7th Nov).

December 6th — Gillingham Recorded Music Society
Christmas Social with music (see 15th Nov).

December 6th — Xmas Fayre Friends of Wakeley
School, 3.15pm, Wakeley Junior School.
Admission 30p, many stalls and attractions.

December 7th — Sing Out Christmas, Carol sinigng
around the Christmas Trees at St Matthew’s
Church to music by Gillingham Salvation Army

Band. Continued on page 13
CARLTON VISION
REPAIRS
TELEVISION - VIDEO - SAT - CD
REPAIRS

Fast Service Reasonable Rates
No Call Out Charge
Qualified Engineer

25 Years Experience
MED 360367
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GORDON J. WHITING

Waste removal cheaper than
the local council

cooker, washing machine £8.00 each
three piece suite £18.00
double beds £12.00

HOUSE CLEARANCE -
01622 720010 Mobile 07860 559459

Licensed by K.C.C.

B DL GAS SERVICES
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent
01634 232048

Visit your local gas showroom
Jor all your Gas Appliance needs

Cookers, Fires, Surrounds
Fires on Live ! and all installation work

MAX THE PLUMBER

Established 30 years

BATHROOMS
GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

DA CONSTRUCTION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SPECIALIST
EXTENSIONS « LOFT CONVERSIONS

GENERAL
COMMERCIAL/DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE RATES

Fed up with fair-weather window
cleaners. Then call us,

01634 271482
Mobile 07961 500737

MR ARCHER
01634 231390 Tel: 01634 389604 Mobile 07961 839328
SUNSHINE CLEANERS PH
_ INTERIORS
WINDOW CLEANING THE START TO FINISH
GUTTERS & FASCIAS

CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING AND
HOME ALTERATION SERVICE
For a reliable and professional tradesman
Call 01634 327019 - Philip Hobbs

15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
Mobile 07798 647747

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED
Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515
Mobile 07702 255105

|CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.EM.E.

WHY MISS WORK ?

- - KE X eldhorg Te:  OlEMIBTR _}
reenfinches Mobide: 07002 33648

DESIGN é Hempstead, Gillgham  Tawx 01634 200667

BUILDIN ¥eant MET 3PW E-mal

ea.uk |

01634 378732

We will bring the floor sampels to your house
and give you an instant quote

12

Diary 2002 cont

December 7th & 8th — Christrnas Show at the Old
Reed Pottery Studios, The Street, Lower Halstow
(opp The Three Tuns) ring 01795 842481 for
details.

December 7th to 9th — Christmas Tree Festival,

St Matthew’s Church, Wigmore, admission free,
7th 10.00am to 4pm, 8th 2.00 to 4.00pm, 9th
3.00 to 4.00pm. Ring 235056 for details.

December 9th — Great Lines Music Centre, Christmas
Concert, St Matthew’s Church, Wigmore,
admission free (retiring collection),

December 9th — Mothers Union Carol Service, all
welcome, St Matthew’s Church, Wigmore.

December 10th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society Christmas Party (see 12th
Nov).

December 10th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club (see 12th Nov).

December 11th — Rainham Flower Club Christmas
Party (see 13th Nov).

December | 1th — Bredhurst W1 Birthday Party,
entertainment by The Kent Music School, 7.30pm.

December 11th — Medway Camcorder Club,
Animation Demonstration (see 13th Nov).

December 12th — Wigmore Thursday Club.

Mrs Phippen ‘Christmas Stocking’ (see 7th Nov).

December 12th — Countryside Event, Birdwatching
Cruise. £17.50 payable in advance, ring 372987 for
details.

V.E. WHITE & CO.

PSolicitors

For a complete legal service
Contact us for a competitive quote on

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING

Medway & District Caledonian Association meet
every Monday from 1.30pm at Bredhurst Village Hall
and every Thursday from 8.00pm at

All Saints® Parish Hall, Frindsbury. Classes for
beginners and children are also held in Rainham.

For details please phone Maureen Pope on 230433 or
Pat Boulting on 235357.

THE RAINHAM & WIGMORE

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Activities at the Rainham Oasthouse Community
Centre, Granary Close (adjacent Rainham Station).

Every Monday
Rainham Bridge Club, 7.30 to 11.00pm
contact Audrey Clarke 01634 230370
Every Tuesday
Badminton, 7.00 to 11.00pm
contact Laraine 01634 373833
Every Wednesday
Whist Club, 7.30 to 11.00pm
contact Mrs K. Naylor 01634 387137.
Gamers Guild, 7.30 to 11.00pm
contact Brian Swain 01634 310609
Every Thursday
Rainham Chess Club, 7.30 to 11.00pm
contact Tom Stonchouse 01634 231374
Dreamcatchers Line Dancing, 8.00 to 11.00pm
contact Jim McShane 07870 636211
Every Sunday
Qast 'Ouse *Oppers Morris Dancing, 12.00 to
2.00pm, contact Mrs Lynn Cass 01634 370327

QUALITY PLANTS

Shrubs Roses Perennials
TURF TOPSOIL BARK

Medway (01634) 739195 wstiese
cdway OB TO® | | BERENGRAVE NURSERY
Saturday/evening e[l:lz;epslll;l:::l::;s may be available 0 1 6 3 4 3 8 8 8 9 8
MARK STEVENS FAIRVIEW

Paving Specialist and General Builder
20 years experience

DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS

BRICKWORK
PLASTERING
No job too big or small

Free estimates
Tel 01634 364932 Mobile 07946 443349

ESTATE AGENTS

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, Rainham,
Kent. ME8 OPX

‘The answer to all your property needs’

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

CONTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS

TELEPHONE: 01634 377825
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Small Ads

Published: December 7th
Copy date: November 22nd
Price: £1.65 per line

Average 4 words to a line
Box Ads:
£85.50 3 months paid in advance
Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent ME8 8PP.

Tel: 231307

MATHS/PHYSICS TUITION
GCE ‘A’ level, GCSE etc. Private
tuition in your home by highly
experienced/qualified tutor,
B.Sc.Hons, Cert. in Education.
Please ring 01634 377267.
PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience

Tel: Doug Marchant

01634 373016 or 07930 627241
for free estimate.

REFLEXOLOGY. Holistic
therapy to aid relaxation and help
the body heal itself. For further
information or to book an
appointment please contact Jenifer
Carr MBSR on Medway 376784,

LEAKING TAPS RESEATED
Loft and Toilet overflows.
Medway 262912.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
elderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work. Free
denture repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours)

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 408438.

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken. Estimates Free.
Phone Dave Moon on 375069,

PIANO, KEYBOARD, Recorder
tuition. Ages 6-60. Wish you had
continued with lessons?
Qualified, experienced teacher.
Mrs J. Prebble, Med: 231166.

14

£31.00 per month

DRUM KIT & PERCUSSION
lessons. Mr Roan Kearsley-
Lawson, BA(Hons), MA.

Tel: 01634 365453,

MR DIG-IT’S GARDEN SERVICE
01634 574676 Mob. 07787 813512.

LOCKSMITH/CARPENTER
All doors and locks supplied and
fitted. Mobile key cutting, 24hrs.
Call Frank.01634 239400
Mobile 07751 251411.

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 234149,

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and all Garden
Machinery repairs. Med 361217.

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift shop
in the area, we have built up a
reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print, oil
or medals, you will always find
advice on hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 31 Station
Road, Rainham. Tel. 361436.

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS.

Kent Villages etc. Ideal for club
evenings, usually available at
short notice.

Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240.

TEA DANCE

St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive. Mondays except
every second Monday of the
month. 2.00-4.00pm. £2.50.

Free car park. 07761 707975.

D.A.C. GARDEN SERVICE
General Garden Maintenance
undertaken. No job too small.
Tel: 01634 371005.

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates,
Ron James: 01795 520635.

Chiropodist J. JUDGE Ch.P.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
Home Visits. Med 361720.

LIGHTEN YOUR DARKNESS
Call Barry Pickance Electrician
for domestic electrical work.
J.I.B.-apprentice trained/16th
Edition. Free estimates — NO job
too small. Phone Med 372739
Mobile 0794 1127 827.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing
and general domestic/building
work. Reasonable rates.

01634 230821 or 07786 280450.

BUY DIRECT FROM THE
FARMER — Apples & Pears
now available, including Cox,
Gala, Bramley, Braeburn, etc.
From PUMP FARM, Pump
Lane (below bridge), Rainham.
Open 6 days per week 10am-
5pm. Closed Mondays only.
(Our farmshop policy is to sell
our own, local & Kent
produce.)

ANAM CARA HOLISTIC
THERAPIES. Birth charts, past,
present, future. Tarot/Crystals.
Professional Reiki & Indian Head
Massage. Meditation Groups.
Peaceful treatment room.

01634 371788.

LES GENERAL BUILDER

All building work. Repointing.
Patios, Drives, Walls, Garages.
No job too small. Free estimates.
Phone Les on 01634 264388 or
07740 242676.

For STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
new or reconditioned. Also
electrical work carried out.

Tel: Contact for Electrical
01634 374524 for free estimate.

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — excellent
modernised centre with main hall
and meeting rooms available for
hire at competitive rates. Full
disabled access, hearing aid loop,
excellent kitchen. To book phone
01634 370492 or 235518.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance. Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Gravel
Laid, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and
Refelted, all types Fencing.

No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close

Sunday - 10.15am

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031.

AROMATHERAPY, REFLEX-
OLOGY & INDIAN HEAD
MASSAGE. In the comfort of
your own home or at the Roffen
Health Club, Rochester. For
information and appointments
contact Helen Bradshaw ITHHT.
01634 389108/ 07759943175,

GENERAL HANDYMAN

For all those jobs you never get
around to. Home & Garden
improvements. Call Tony 01634
575491, Mobile: 07855 190184.

JOHN INNES SEED &
POTTING COMPOST always
available. 20 kilo bag: £2.50.
Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat: £9.50. Meresborough
Nursery — Medway 231639.

PICTURE FRAMING. 15 years
experience. Home selection
available. 183 London Road,
Rainham. Tel. 375670.

YOUR FLAT PACK
FURNITURE assembled at your
convenience. Tel 01634 329722
or Mob 07796 203452 and

ask for John.

TREE STUMP GRINDING
AND TREE REMOVAL
SERVICE. Tel Roger Alsey,
01634 376776 for an estimate.

DISNEY FLORIDA USA
accommodates 10 people.
Privately owned luxury villa
overlooking a peaceful lake.
10mins to Disney, 15mins to
Universal studios, large Private
Screened Pool. Car hire, flights,
taxi from airport arranged.
Details call 01634 267427 —
07970090442.

WEDDING BOUQUET
Preservation & Framing in 3D.
Call Marilyn at Flowers Forever.
Tel/Fax: 01634 373381.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal hall for Weddings, Parties
and Meetings. Facilities for the
disabled. Attractive setting —
Ample parking. To book phone
01634 364859.

BACK & BODY TREATMENTS
Muscular & Skeletal Injury.
Sports & Dance Injury.

Massage & Reflexology.

01634 234835 or 07719 794847.

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available
for 2¥4-5 years. OFSTED
registered/inspected. Qualified
staff. Phone Medway 234718
(9-12), 373424 (cves). Registered
Charity No. 1077736.

WOOL *N CRAFT —231940.
Rico Xmas Cloth Kits.
Decoupage & Teabag Folding
Papers. Embossing card & Tools.
Kids Kits £6.50. Xmas Fabrics.

LOCAL PRINTER Est. 25yrs
Draw tickets to your layout.
Stationery, general print

work etc. Please call Dave
(DAMA PRINT) 01634 365564.

WANTED. SPAIN September
2003. Flat or Apptmt to Rent.
Alicante Town or near

01634 376881.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11am and 6.30pm,
Treasure Seekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

KSJC SOUNDS
Three singers, performing live,
the music of your choice, for all

occasions. Also children’s discos.

Very reasonable rates.
Tel 01634 268544/366035.

PIANO & KEYBOARD Lessons.

Relaxed and Reasonable.
Pam Ormiston 01634 365789,

ACCORDION TUITION
Roger Letley. 01634 230434,

The Hideaway Nursery for
Seasonal Bedding, Shrubs,
Climbers & Trees. Garden
Design, Landscaping &
Maintenance Service.
01634 231693

105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch
Winter opening times

Wed & Sat only 10 till 4

INSTEP DANCING: Saturday
Social Dances. Ballroom/
Latin/Sequence. Jan 11 & 25
8.00 — 11.00 pm Rainham
School for Girls, Derwent Way
Enquiries: 01634 363738

BOOK TOKENS sent post free
if £5 or more. Order by phone
with credit/debit cards.
RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
01634 371591

BELLY DANCER. Family
entertainment for those special
occasions, birthdays, etc.

Med 374417.

Mobile Book-Keeping Services
Computerised and Manual
accounts, Tas, Sage and Quick
Books. VAT, PAYE, Excel

Bank Recs etc. Competitive rates.
Tel: 01634 370176 (Rainham).

GRASS MOWING, HEDGE
cutting, Weeding, Garden tidying
Friendly service. 01634 378763,

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
*The Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood
Green. Two separate Sunday
moming services, Informal
‘Secker Service’ 9.15am to
10.15am, Intimacy Service
10.45am to 12.15pm. Further
details from Richard Hayton
01634 235799.

Daisychain Childminding

We are a childminders caring for
under 5s in a well established,
friendly environment.

We are registered & approved by
Ofsted. Full & part-time
vacancies are available.

Call 01634 389873 or 352040
for details. 15




MIKE O’'BRIEN
INSURANCE SERVICES

(Independent Intermediary)

HOUSEHOLD & CAR INSURANCE
TRAVEL & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

Serving the people of Rainham
since 1969
01634 373757

or email on www.lowcost-insurance.net
33 Station Road Rainham Kent

The Finance Centre (Rainham)

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER

Unit D4 Laser Quay Culpepper Close

Medway City Estate Strood Kent ME2 4HU
Tel: 01634 302701 Mobile: 07961 334561
Email: barry@thefinancecentre.fsbusiness.co.uk

Barry James MLIA(dip) ceMAP
Princlpal
A member of DBS Financial Management ple
which is regulated by the Financial Services Authority
DBS is part of the MISYS group of companies

www.dbsfinancialmanagement.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders

Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work

Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072

ARPETLINE

SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
Carpets, Rugs and Vinyl Supplies
HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Available Daytime, Evenings & Weekends

Medway 234882

THE SHOP WHERE
NOTHING 1S TOO MUCH TROUBLE

CLIFFE MARSHES

Airport or Wildlife Sanctuary?
When browsing through over 50,000 books, maps
and guides in the Rainham Bookshop
be sure to visit the Art Gallery Upstairs
where the November exhibition celebrates
this wild area just a few miles from Rainham.

RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
17-25 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS

Tel 01634 371591 Fax 01634 262114
www.rainhambookshop.co.uk
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REPAIRS. GUTTERING, VERTICAL TIUNG. FLAT ROOFS. NEW ROOFS
For Free Estimates telephone:

076'34 375069

and Evenings
No Job too LARGE or SMALL
WE DO THEM “ALL”

In time of need ...

S

* 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

130 High Street, Rainham
Kent MES 8AR
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A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
® Pre—arranged Funeral Plans

127 Watlmg Sireet
Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Car parking available

* Private Chapels of Rest
® Horse Drawn Hearse available

25 New Hoad Chatham
Kent ME4 4QJ
Car parking available




