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A 1928 aerial view of central Rainham showing the site of the Shopping Centre built in the early 1970s.
Ten shops are to close for six months for structural repairs. They were built on land that had been used as
( otments for the boys’ school and as an orchard (see page 8 for an article by Freddie Cooper).

Robert J. Kitney

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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FEditorial

As for the past four years in March, we have just
returned from our holiday ‘down under’. New
Zealand again this year and it was great. The weather
was sunny and quite hot enough for us, shorts and T-
shirts (for me anyway) and everything worked like a
dream. When we decided to visit an active volcano
island 50 miles offshore we managed to get the last
couple of places on the boat and the sea was calm.
We arrived, quite by chance, at Cape Kidnappers on
just the right day for the tide to take a trip along the
beach on an open trailer to visit a garnet colony, the
chair lifts at Whakapapa were open on a gloriously
sunny day, despite the forecasts of rain and high
winds, to take us up yet another volcano and at one
point a lady chased us two blocks down the street to
return a 20 dollar note we had dropped. On the way
home we had four days in Singapore, surely the most
efficient city in the world. Our plane touched down at
five minutes past eight in the evening and at that
point we had no idea where we would be staying that
night, yet by 9.45pm we had disembarked from a 747
Jumbo Jet (a very slow process normally), passed
through passport control and immigration, collected
our luggage from the baggage hall, selected and
booked a hotel, travelled 27km into the city, checked
in and were making a cup of tea in our room,
Unfortunately this was all rather spoilt when we
reached Rainham after travelling for eighteen hours
plus from Singapore. We came back by train from
Heathrow, it took about three and a half hours from
touchdown which was not bad but we then had to
walk up Station Road with our luggage to collect the
car. By this time we were both wanting the loo so,
stupidly, we left the heaviest case on the corner of
Longley Road (at 10 o’clock at night) for literally less
than five minutes whilst we nipped into the Bookshop
to collect the car key and use the facilities. You
guessed it, when we came out the case had gone.
Whoever took it is welcome to the clothes, books and
odds and ends, I cannot imagine they will be of any
use to them unless they are middle aged and leaning
towards the overweight, but what [ am most upset
about is that all our holiday film was in that case. If
anyone knows where five rolls of undeveloped Kodak
film has been dumped I would be very grateful for its
return, it is the complete record of our holiday.

Whilst on the subject of ‘good citizenship’ or
otherwise we have received an anonymous letter
(therefore T will not publish it) this month but it does
make a valid point about the amount of litter we have
in our streets and parks. How can we encourage more
community spirit? It is such a pity when pleasant
places are spoiled by unsightly mounds of takeaway
cartons, empty cans and bottles and general litter.
Chewing gum is illegal in Singapore, how they
enforce it I do not know, but their streets are clean.

However, back to reality now, the holiday is over, I
hope we soon have some of the sunshine and warm
days we have become used to and that we will be able
to enjoy our countryside to its full this year. Until
May have a happy month.

Corresponc[ence

OLD ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH
Dear Editor,

Please convey my sincere thanks to all those
readers who either telephoned or wrote to me
regarding the details of the Old St Matthew’s Church
in Woodside, Wigmore.

I shall have to think of something else whilst I am
in the building.

I cannot but think that with a bill of £400,000 for a
new roof in Drewery Drive there must be those who
wished they never moved!!

Thanks a lot.
Yours sincerely,
David Lucas
01634 233538
MEMORIES OF RAINHAM
Dear Editor,

I found Freddie Cooper’s article on the naming of
Berengrave Lane very interesting in your December
issue, and was wondering if there is more information
on ‘the Lane’.

During the 50s and 60s the Lane was an important
part of my life, all my free time was spent down ‘the
Lane’, which acted as a conduit for the chalk pit,(
wall, damson ally and the cricket ground. But
whatever the day’s adventure it always started by
finding an empty Tizer bottle and returning it to Miss
Hunter’s Shop for the 3d deposit to buy some sweets.

Looking back nearly 50 years I had some great
times, I have plenty of stories to tell my
grandchildren.

1 live in Cornwall now and I am very involved with
my village cricket club, sometimes my thoughts take
me back to the days watching Johnny Richardson and
his team playing at the cricket ground, he must have
had one of the best teams in the area. Sometimes I
would help the players pull the roller; the ground was

always in immaculate condition. I can remember one
big occasion when the club staged a testimonial
match for Doug Wright the Kent Captain of the day;

I wonder what year that was?

I would be very interested if you have any
information on the history of Rainham Cricket Club
and Berengrave Lane.

Yours sincerely,

Keith Goldsmith

2 Cowling Gardens

Menheniot, Liskeard

Cornwall. PL14 3QJ.

01579 346248
Editor: David Wood is preparing a history of
Rainham Cricket Club to celebrate its 150th
anniversary. He would welcome any contributions
either verbal or written and may be contacted on
01634 370215.

MEDWAY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH

Dear Editor,

( “’]he Medway School of English organises language
\__.days for German and other Continental students
since 1987. Many of our host families are now taking
in students for 15 years! Our students come to
Rainham for two or three weeks and they follow an
organised programme. The students have bus passes
and they spend all day with the group. They are aged
between 11 and 20 years and they come at Easter and
various dates between July until October.

We are now looking for extra host families in the
Rainham area as we expect to have larger groups than
last year.

We offer excellent rates of payment. In addition,
our host families really enjoy the time when the
students are here. In many. cases real friendships have
developed.

We always offer a Farewell Party in the Roffen
Club in Rochester at the end of each stay.

We ask our host families to provide breakfast, a
packed-lunch and a warm evening meal.

Pleasc contact us! We are happy to visit you and
provide you with all details. We can also give you
references so you hear what other families say about
our organisation and our students.

Yours faithfully
( ) Chris Smitz
o Phone 01634 811695
email: mse@aec-sprachreisen.de

CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION

May I, through Action Forum, advise all readers that
The Medway & District Caledonian Association has a
new venue for all future Thursday evening dances.

From Thursday 4th April we will be moving from
Upchurch Village Hall to All Saints’ Church Hall,
Church Green, Frindsbury. Times and cost remain the
same, 8.00pm to 10.30pm/£1.50 respectively.
Beginners are made most welcome, so please come
and join us if you can.

A reminder that a weekly Tea Dance is held every
Monday afternoon at Bredhurst Village Hall from
1.30 to 3.30pm, cost £1.00; once again, beginners are
welcome.

Tuesday evenings we have a beginners class at the
Wakeley Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham,
from 8.00pm to 10.00pm, cost £1.50. Bring a friend
and come along, or come by yourself and make some
new ones!

Finally we have a thriving children’s class who
also meet at the Wakeley Church Hall on Fridays
from 5.30 to 6.30pm, cost 50p. Boys and girls from
age 6 who like to dance and need to use up some
energy come along!

For further information on any of the above please
contact Sandy on 571624. Look forward to seeing
LOTS of you SOON!

BARN DANCE

The PTFA of Rainham Mark Grammar School, Pump
Lane, are holding a Barn Dance on Saturday 27th
April at 7.30pm. There will be a bar and small
snacks. The caller is Chris Woodward. Tickets are

£6 adults and £3 students. Phone 281043,

DISTRIBUTION

Many thanks to those who continue to help with our
door to door distribution and the new volunteers who
came forward last month. We are still in need of more
help, so I repeat. Even if you regularly receive a copy
of Action Forum through your letterbox each month,
this does not mean we cannot use your assistance. If
you can spare some time during the first week of each
month please ring either 371591 (shop hours) or
231307. We look forward to hearing from you.

SALMON WINDOWS

A family run business for all
Your double glazing needs

® Replacement Windows & Doors
® Conservatories — Designed & Built
® Porches
® UPVC, Soffit, Fascia & Guttering
® Misted Sealed Units Replaced
For advice and very competitive quote

Medway 363881

Abbeyfield

Where older people find  care in housing
Convalescence - Respite — Short Stay Care

is available at Rogers House Residential
Home for the elderly who are recovering
from hospitalisation or for carers
who wish to take a holiday.
Contact: Mrs Pam Harrington—

01634 262266 KCC Registered
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Diary 2002

Keeper: Mrs Christine Smith
275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries
Diary Copy Date: 16th April 2002

April 6th — Gillingham Horticultural Society Spring
Show, 2.30-4.30pm, United Reformed Church
Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Ring 234734 for
details.

April 7th — Medway Towns Footpath Group, 2.00pm,
The Green, Baddlesmere.

April 8th - Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan Club,
2.00 to 4.00pm, Howard Hall, Woodside,
Wigmore. We mostly play bingo, have a raffle, tea
and biscuits. People over 50 years of age welcome,
transport can sometimes be arranged. Ring 362662
for details.

April 9th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting Club,
8.00 to 10.00pm, The Red Cross (Gillingham
Centre), 31 Balmoral Road. Ring 862673 for
details.

April 9th — Medway Antique and Collectors Club,
7.30 for 8.00pm, St George Hotel, 7-8 New Road
Avenue, Chatham. The Impressionists, Mr Gerry
Harris.

April 9th — Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society, 7.30 to
10.00pm, Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way,
Rainham. Fuchsia Show preparations.

Paul Heavens, ring 853864 for details.

April 10th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30 to 9.30pm,
Upchurch Village Hall. Workshop, ring 362123 for
details.

April 10th — Bredhurst Women’s Institute, 7.30pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall. Pilates, Sarah Wilson.
Details from Gill Smith 372250.

April 11th — Wigmore Thursday Club, 2.00pm,

St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore, for people over the age of 50, Bingo
Session. Ring 235507 for details.

April 12th — Gillingham and Rainham Local History

Society AGM. 7.15pm, Adult Education Centre,
Green Street, Gillingham.

April 12th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society. Pete
Parish — Constellation of the month, 8.00pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall.

April 13th — Jumble Sale, Scout Hut, Berengrave
Lane, 10 to .12 noon. In aid of Scout Funds.
Admission Free. Ring 375560 for details.

April 13th — Friends of St Margaret’s Church, Boot
Fair, Orchard Room, Millennium Centre, Rainham,
10.00 to 12 noon (£6 per table). Ring 235530 to
book. Admission 25p.

April 13th - Friends of St Margaret’s Church,
Knowledge and Nibbles evening, 7.30pm. £4.00
per person, 8 to a table (BYOB). Ring 235530 for
tickets.

April 14th — Medway Towns Footpath Group,
2.30pm, South Park, Maidstone. (

April 15th — Wigmore WRVS (see 8th April).

April 15th — Rainham Evening WI, 7.30pm, Platters
Lodge, Highfield Road, Rainham. Letter ‘P’. The
Tiller Girls — Jackie Simmonds. Ring 372479

April 16th — Gillingham Horticultural Socicty, Floral
Art Group, 7.30 to 9.00pm, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham. Let’s
Create a Picture — collage plus show review, details
from 234734.

April 17th — Bredhurst Garden Club, 8.00pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall, Maisic Holmes talk —
Adventure Continued.

April 17th - Medway Camcorder Club, 7.30pm,
Medway Motor Yacht Club. Know Your
Camcorder. Ring 305490 for details.

April 17th — Wigmore Afternoon Townswomen’s
Guild, 1.45 to 4.15pm, Howard Memorial Hall,
Woodside. Mrs Letchford. Ring 852297 for details.

April 18th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Roy Murrent,
slides and talk ‘Old Medway Pubs’ (sce 11th
April).

April 18th — Rainham (Afternoon) WI. 1.45pm,
Methodist Church Hall, Wakeley Road, Rainham.
Sailing Barges in their Heyday, Mr T. Farnham-*~

April 19th — Gillingham Recorded Music Societ
7.15 to 9.15pm, St Augustine’s Church Room
(top of Rock Avenue), Gillingham.

®01795 522 200

Specialist kitchen / bedroom suppliers
Appliances and ceramic tiles

Wildwinds Barn, Norton Crossroads,
Teynham, Sittingbourne, Kent, MES 9JY

www.roots.eu.com/af.htm

W%\ GREG BRYANT
/ZaiS\.  CONSTRUCTION
— =™ MEDWAY 231321
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER
EXTENSIONS BLOCK PAVING
ROOF CONVERSIONS

N4BC Free Surveys

E—— and Estimates

April 19th — Wigmore Community and Residents
Association AGM, 7.30pm, Fairview Junior School
Hall, all members welcome. To join ring 361975 or
378769.

April 20th — Quiz Night at Oast House Community
Centre, 8.00pm, teams of 6, all welcome.

Ring 374558 for details.

April 21st — Medway Towns Footpath Group,
2.30pm, Chilham car park.

April 22nd — Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan Club
(sce 8th April).

April 23rd — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club (see 9th April).

April 23rd — Rainham Minders, 9.30 to 11.30am,
Methodist Church Hall, Station Road, Rainham,
All registered childminders welcome, ring Claire
376270 for details.

;8 ‘] 24th — Gillingham Horticultural Society, Lloyds
., Jcial Club, Featherby Road, 8.00pm, Quiz Night.
Tables of 6 £3.00 per person, proceeds to Kent Air
Ambulance. Ring 360624 for details.

April 25th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Sales Stall and
Clueless Crossword (see 11th April).

April 25th — Tales from the Mariners, 7.30pm at The
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham Road, £4.00,

3 Mariners Home Brew with Rick Sayer, Tony
Edwards, Tony & De Joyce, Francis Kendall.

April 25th — Rainham & District Dollshouse and
Miniaturist Group, 7.30pm, St Thomas of
Canterbury Church Hall, London Road, Rainham.
Ring 312038 for details.

April 25th — Wigmore MADS concert ‘Celebrations’,
8.00pm, St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Wigmore. Tickets £4.50, £4.00 concessions.

Box Office 370639.

April 26th — Medway Geographical Society, 7.30 to
9.00pm, Adult Education Centre, Green Street,
Gillingham. Venice and Tuscany — Miss C. Cohen.

April 26th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society, The
History of Radio Astronomy — Malcolm Jones
(see 12th April).

April 27th — Rainham Mark Grammar School PTFA
Parn Dance, 7.30pm. Tickets £6 adults, £3

( ; ‘dents. Caller Chris Woodward. Bar and snacks,
details phone 281043.
April 28th — Medway Towns Footpath Group,

ZILL BICYCLE
REPAIRS
COLLECTED AND

DELIVERED

riREE
0800 3890335

10.00am, Penenden Heath car park.

April 28th ~ Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan Club
(see 8th April).

May 1st — The Friendship Circle, 2.15pm, Parkwood
Christian Fellowship, contact Mary Tindall 365758
for details.

May Ist— Medway Camcorder Club, Canterbury,
Cornwallis, Crayside (see 17th April).

May lst — Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Pavilion, Cricket Ground, Berengrave Lane.
Colourful bulbs for all Seasons, Mrs J. Talboys.
Details from 387176.

May 2nd — Wigmore Thursday Club. Talk — Royal
Marines — Revd Frank Kent (see 11th April).

May 2nd — Wigmore MADS concert ‘Celebrations’,
8.00pm, St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Wigmore. Tickets £4.50, £4.00 concessions.

Box Office 370639.

May 3rd — Gillingham Recorded Music Society,
Musical Landscapes — a journey in words and
music, Harold and Dorothy Rogers (see 19th
April).

May 4th — Medway Camcorder Club Annual Video
Show, 2.30pm, Tourist Information Centre,
Rochester. Tickets £3.50, ring 371570 for details.

May 5th — Medway Towns Footpath Group, 2.30pm,
Penenden Heath car park.

May 7th — Rainham Minders (see 23rd April).

May 7th — Floral Art Group — lkebana — own
interpretation (see 16th April).

May 8th — Medway Evacuees Reunion Group, 1.00 to
4,00pm, Riverside Indoor Bowling Green, Dock
Road, Chatham. Ring 814922 for details.

May 8th — Rainham Flower Club, 7.30 to 9.30pm,
Upchurch Village Hall. Demonstration, Nikki
Leadson ‘Some Enchanted Evening’. Ring 362123
for details.

May 8th — Bredhurst Women'’s Institute, 7.30pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall, Resolutions Meeting,
Church Shop Dress Show. Details from Gill Smith
372250.

May 9th — Wigmore Thursday Club, John Symonds
Music of the Movies.

May 9th to 18th — Medway Little Theatre present
Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw, 7.30pm.
Box Office 01634 400322.

QUALITY PLANTS

Shrubs Roses Perennials
TURF TOPSOIL BARK
Visit us at
BERENGRAVE NURSERY
01634 388898




KW ELECTRONIC
SERVICES
No Call Out Charge

All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.
Repaired & Serviced

ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO
FOR SALE

All work guaranteed at least 3 months

TELEPHONE; Medway 364943

AU types of quality
PRINTING
POSTER PRINTS TO AO SIZE

COLOUR COPY - PRINT & SIGNS

18 STATION ROAD, RAINHAM. K KENT MES 7PH OB 00 783 OD 7S

G.P.
PRIVATE PRACTICE

Dr. M. J. MURPHY
MB, BCh

1 Crevequer Chambers
35 High Street, Rainham
Monday - Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333

(s.B. BRICKWORK LTD )
\

BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken

Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

» TREE MANAGEMENT

* CHIPPING

e STUMP GRINDING

e PLANTING LlNDsA

o MULCH —

» FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

JiNM LINDSAY
TEL/FAX 01634 366923

CALLOWS HOUSE, HAM GREEN,
SITTINGBOURNE, KENT ME9 7HE

| COMPUTER TROUBLES? |

For straightforward individual help,
including:
Repairs, Upgrades, Word
& Windows Tuition
and pre-purchase advice:

Call Richard on 01795 844187
My rates are fair and very reasonable |

JOHN MORLEY & CO.

Solicitors
29/31 High Street, Rainham, Kent

WILLS & PROBATE
Medway 379222

All your other legal requirements
Medway 375444 (

i

crystaL Curtain & Blind

Manufacturers |

Quality Made to Measure Curtains

TRACKS

HOME CONSULTANCY SERVICE
Unit 1B10, Elm Court -
Capstone Road FREE Fitting
Gillingham Nobody beats
Kent ME7 3JQ our prices
Phone: 01634 817807 m
Fax: 01634 408298 m

Mobile: 07904 587460

Email: crystal@cannon2.fsnet.co.uk m
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COMMUNICATION ... LISTENING TO GOD
AND PASSING IT ON!

Women living and working in Medway and beyond
are invited to attend a Women’s Day Conference on
Saturday 11th May 2002. It is to be held in The

St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper Chase,
Rainham, Gillingham (behind St Margaret’s Church
in Rainham) and will begin at 10.00am finishing at
4.00pm.

The day has been organised by members from the
four churches in the Parish of South Gillingham
together with representatives from other Parishes in
the Gillingham area. It costs £6.00 (£4.00
concessions) — participants need to bring a packed
lunch and drinks will be provided.

The Keynote speaker will be Rev. Anne Hibbert,
who is Advisor on Mission and Spirituality for The
ible Reading Fellowship. This involves working
‘ongside churches and individuals, helping them to

explore ways of deepening their relationship with
God through prayer and Bible Study. Anne also has
lots of experience in helping people speak to their
friends, neighbours, families and colleagues about
their Christian Faith.

There will be discussion groups, facilitated by
women who live and work locally, focussing on
different contexts when Christian faith may be
relevantly shared and displays by organisations
involved in the areas of communication which will be
addressed at the conference as well as a bookstall
provided by the CLC Bookshop in Chatham. Fairly
traded products — Tearcraft (crafts) Traideraft (foods)
— will also be available to purchase.

Please reserve your place in advance. For further
information and booking forms, please contact Jill
Lovell. Tel. 01634 230780

HOME-START - Supporting families

Do you have 2 to 3 hours a month to give to a local
voluntary organisation?

Home-Start Medway supports families with young
children, and is looking for people to join its
management committee. The committee currently

iprises professionals from public services and
iffividuals from the Medway community. Our main
requirement is that you have an interest in the well

REFLEXOLOGY

An ancient treatment that helps to relieve today's illnesses

HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or to book an
appointment
Home visits available

David Stride M.B.S.R., M.B.R.C.P.(Reflexology)
196 Wigmore Road, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent
MES OTL

Tel: 01634 365510

being of families. Experience in the support and
supervision of staff or in finance or business, would
be helpful.

We are a friendly group who meet on the third
Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm to oversee the
running of the scheme, making decisions regarding
policy, staffing and financial matters.

If you are interested and would like further
information please contact Marilyn Lewis (Chair) on
01634 570717.

WINTER WARMERS SHELTER

The society is providing safe emergency night shelter
for the genuine homeless. We endeavour to assist the
clients in finding accommodation within six to eight
weeks and giving them assistance with benefits and
any drug or alcohol problems. Also we provide
education and recreation facilities. Volunteers are
needed to befriend and help in various ways — we
need people who care about people — can you provide
a listening ear — help with doctors visits or shopping —
administrative skills plus arts and crafts are wanted —
all you need is a few hours of spare time — training
and support are available. And a sense of humour
helps!

Contact Hilary or Chris, 01634 405566/409310.

FORT AMHERST, Dock Road

Fort Amherst, this former formidable fortress steecped
in history opens yet another secret.

Three acres of unique wildlife and nature trail, set
within battlements and earthworks are being
painstakingly restored with the help of Kent’s Youth
organisations.

If you can offer help towards the upkeep of this
unique ‘Oasis of Nature’ please contact:

Wildlife Supervisor, Fort Amherst Ltd, Dock Road,
Chatham, Kent, ME4 4UB. Tel: 01634 847747.

Web Site: fortamherst.co.uk

CELEBRATIONS

THURSDAY 25th APRIL & THURSDAY 2nd MAY
Wigmore MADS present ‘CELEBRATIONS’ at

St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore, at 8.00pm.

Tickets £4.50, £4.00 concessions, available from
Sue Burrows — Medway 370639.

it's time for you to find ...

The HIDEAWAY NURSERY
105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch. 01634 231693
from SEASONAL BEDDING to trees and shrubs —

we grow it all

HANGING BASKETS — made to order
or choose from our selection

Open Wednesday to Sunday 10am to 4pm

GARDEN DESIGN, LANDSCAPING
AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH

Rochester is situated beside the tidal River Medway
whilst Canterbury sits on the fresh water Great Stour.
The flora and fauna of the two rivers are therefore
somewhat different. In Nature Notes for March and
April I compare the wildlife of Kent’s two cathedral
cities and, in particular, the two rivers associated with
them.

In March I walked along the River Medway
between Rochester Bridge and the M2 bridge. The
route is part of the Centenary Walk created in 1989 to
commemorate 100 years of local government in
Rochester. Canterbury set up a walk along the Great
Stour at the same time to mark the same event. The
tide was in as I commenced my walk along the
Medway. The predominant plant in the mud of the
river was cord grass, one of the pioneer plants which
take root in open mud. About ten lapwings were
perched on Rochester Pier — all facing upstream, into
the wind and waiting for the tide to go out. There
were lots of black headed gulls cither floating on the
water or standing on boats. Mute swans and mallard
were also in evidence. Three cormorants were
preening themselves on buoys. Presumably the fish
that had attracted them to the River Medway were
whiting. When inland lakes are frozen, great crested
grebes can also be seen diving for fish in the river.

In the shadow of the M2 bridge I came to Baty’s
Marsh (formerly Borstal Marsh), a local nature
reserve and one of the few remaining salt marshes in
the Rochester area. On the marsh grow such typical
salt water plants as sea purslane, sea beet, sea club-
root, and sea arrow grass. A solitary carrion crow was
the only bird I could see among the flotsam and
jetsam covering Baty’s Marsh. In summer the mauve
flowers of sea lavender give some colour to the marsh
but any reader wishing to sce the flowers of a salt
marsh in summer would probably find it more
convenient to go to Horrid Hill at the Countryside
Park on the Lower Rainham Road.

As I was retracing my steps the tide was gradually
going out. Feeding along the edges of the river were

BUILDING CONTRACTS K GROUNDWORK

“Oriveways
Drainage

P
patips | Cneing

01634 264090

07931 175220

redshanks, a shelduck and a solitary grey heron. The
latter was presumably looking for crabs. About half
way along the Esplanade I had a nice view of the
castle and cathedral, St Margaret’s Church, Rochester
Bridge and Frindsbury Church.

I returned to the leafy arca (at least in summer) of
the castle and cathedral. The predominant trees were
deciduous ones such as sycamore, horse chestnut and
beech and evergreens for example, yew, holm oak,
holly and cedar of Labanon. There is an impressive
double row of London plane trees, about 100 years
old, in The Vines. It was good to note that a long line
of tall Leylandii trees formerly in the cathedral’s
refectory garden have been felled. Attractive views of
the garden can now be had from the upper floor of
Francis Iles’ picture galleries.

The houses on the south of the cathedral are mainly

of red brick surrounded by ragstone walls. Many ( :

belong to the King’s School and it occurred to me
that it is a pity that we can no longer wander among
the buildings of King’s School, Canterbury. As I
meandered alongside the houses and gardens of
Rochester I could hear the songs of the mistle thrush,
the blackbird, the robin, the dunnock and the song
thrush. Some of those birds would doubtless be
already nesting.

Joe Ennis

THE PROBLEMS OF THE SHOPPING
CENTRE

The news of the enforced closure of 10 shops within
the Rainham Centre has obviously caused
consternation among the proprietors and great
concern among the public at large. It is understood
that those who have received notice from the
landlords are Barry’s Fruiterers, Morecut Butchers,
Rainham Health Food Shop, Quidsaver, Boots the
Optician, Bookmark, Xpressions, Ascot Flowers and
Pet Supplies, who all expect to be closed for about 28
weeks. Some will obviously try to relocated as close
to the centre as possible but the immediate problems
for shop tenants and their staff is most worrying and
the long term impact may also be far reaching.

The letter to ‘all tenants’ dated 14th March said(
that “following the results of soil investigation it has
been established that remedial works are required to

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved
DECORATING - Internal / External

Established 1988

NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
Rainham 07814 151393
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the centre which would commence on 1st May’. Of
course such a disruption in the pattern of Rainham
shopping has given rise to much conjecture in fertile
minds particularly as to the cause of the problem
which has not been made public and only a minority
of residents will remember the buildings on the site
pre war.

I was fortunate to mention the situation which has
arisen to the well known retired builder Mr Len
Bridge only to find that he was actually born in one
of the three cottages which is now the ‘Nationwide’
shop so has an intimate knowledge of the area. His
address was then number 14 London Road and if one
views the buildings from the opposite side of the road
it can be seen that the original external structure of all
three cottages has been retained with shop fronts
which have been altered over the years. Mr Bridge
1 “nded me that just west of the cottages was the
L( _<ksmith’s forge thought then to be operated by
Bill Arraman. Many of us hung over the half door to
watch horses being shod or iron work being made or
repaired. Len and I agreed that one never forgets the
smell of burning horses hooves as the shoes were
fitted and the value which both the smithy and the
wheelwright next door were to a mainly agricultural
community. These buildings together with a large
white ex farmhouse next to the forecourt of
Springates the wheelwrights, which was occupied by
Mr Bodiam who ran the corn chandlers, now
Meridian Spice restaurant, covered most of the
present High Street entrance to the shopping centre.
The other shops towards Station Road with the
exception of Barclay’s Bank have mainly the original
structures with new fronts.

Mr Bridge recalled that all the old buildings would
have had cellars, wells, cesspools and underground
water tanks to collect rainwater. He considered that
the wells were probably 50 to 60 feet deep, so the
water courses were fairly close to the surface
although now with heavier extraction they may be
lower. The fields at the rear of the properties were
young orchards pre war but the land may have
pr- “ously been used for general agricultural

sses for which farmers dug large holes to obtain
chalk to spread on the land and some of which were
then used for refuse disposal purposes. The other

problem which has caused constructional difficulties
locally relates to clay faults in the chalk sub soil
which have to be excavated and refilled with concrete
as otherwise the clay will expand and contract ina
different manner from chalk.

A very large hole once appeared in the pavement in
front of the shop next but one to the western corner of
Holding Street and another developed outside the
shops opposite to the bottom end of the old Chapel
Lane (which is now the cul de sac just east of
Mierscourt Road). Len seems to remember a hole
suddenly appearing in the car park and most older
residents had their own stories of sudden subsidence
and the reasons therefore. Perhaps the most
dangerous was the one that appeared on the railway
line just east of Berengrave Lane which caused a
derailment. I have a photo of the trucks.

No one locally secems to be willing to explain the
actual cause which has necessitated ‘remedial works’
but one hopes that this will become apparent as it
could have implications upon other buildings in or
around the area. In the meantime it must be pure
conjecture. Whenever a subsidence occurs north of
the Church it is inevitable that the legend of Bloors
Place tunnel is resurrected.

Freddie Cooper
25.3.02

FLAMES OF INSPIRATION

The forms for entering items into the Flames of
Inspiration Art and Craft Exhibition to be held on
Whitsun Weekend, 18th and 19th May 2001, in the
Millennium Centre, are now available. They can be
collected from St Margaret’s Parish Church, Church
Office, 10.00am to 12 noon, Monday to Friday or
from Church on Sundays. There is no charge for
exhibiting,

Last year’s exhibition was superb, so come on all
you art and craft folk, let’s make this year even better.
This is not just a ‘church thing’ it’s a ‘Rainham
Event’. I have heard from a few people already and
would be delighted to hear from more. So please,
pick up a form and if you have a query call me on
01634 365789.

Pam Ormiston

MJH Electrical Services

Power - Lighting — Storage Heaters
Full | Part Rewires
Upgrade Fuse Boards and Earthing
No Job Too Small
FREE Advice — FREE Estimates
NO Call Out Charge

Telephone
01634 233852 - 07721071440

RAINHAM CAMERAS

NEW & USED PHOTOGRAPHIC
Equipment Bought, Sold & Exchanged
* Over 38 Years Experience *
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS FILM PROCESSING
BINOCULAR & TELESCOPE SPECIALISTS
NEW SERVICE
0Old Photographs Copied & Restored
Quality Hand Printing in Black & White
Or in Old Fashioned Sepia
7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS
01634 239866
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Deanwood Ducklings -4

Play and Learn Group

Long Catlis Rd, Parkwood, Gillingham, Kent ME8 9TX

Have vacancies on Mon, Wed & Fri
afternoons for children from 2/ years of age.

There are also a few vacancies for older
children on Tues & Thurs mornings.

Telephone for details on: 01634 231901

JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

MUNN ACADEMY OF DANCE
Dance for Fun Est 1972
=P

Pupils 2 yrs—Professionals
Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre,
Gym, Disco, Cheer Technique,
Drama & Singing Tuition
Adult Tap, Jazz, Disco
Exams, Shows, Competitions & Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn
Fellow & Examiner LD.T.A.

MEDWAY 234168

Waverley Nurseries |

622 Lower Rainham Road
Rainham, Gillingham, Kent ME8 7TX
Tel 01634 232520

Conifers, Bedding Plants, Shrubs
Rustrc Pergola’s, Fencing & Garden Sundirres
All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected,
Contractors to K.C.C. and Local Authoritres

DH. MILLER

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS
For all your Plumbing Services

HELP is on its way

Upgrading & Servicing of

old Systems a Speciality

* CENTRAL HEATING
°* LUXURY BATHROOMS  .......

& SHOWERS ’(’D}
MEDWAY 235831 ' /=

Reg. No. 6629 36 High Street, Rainham

Housemartin Scheme Limited

Carers required for weekdays, evenings and
weekends, hours flexible. Domestic and
Personal Care help given to the elderly,

frail, mentally and physically handicapped.

Training provided — transport not
essential. Four weeks paid holiday,
enhanced payment for unsociable hours.

Telephone essential. For further details ring

Medway 01634 366528  ( |

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent. ME8 BAT
24 Hour Recovery. 8am—6pm Tel: Medway 377803
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

7 Builders &
Decorators

EXTENSIONS - GENERAL REPAIRS
PLASTERING & ARTEXING
REPLACEMENT UPVC WINDOWS

Telephone: Medway 235383
177 Wakeley Road + Rainham » Kent - ME8 8NJ

RAINHAM’S JUBILEE PAGEANT

Rainham will be hosting several events on Sunday
2nd June to celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee and
we need your support!

The day will start with a Pageant through the
streets of Rainham and we are looking for
organisations and individuals to take part.

So if you are a Scout Leader, Brown Owl, Band
Leader or representative of a local organisation please
get in touch.

We are also looking for people to take part in the
parade to re-create the fashions from the past 50
years. So if you still have your Teddy Boy or punk
outfits why not dust them off and take part in the
celebrations!

We are also wanting anyone with a car or
motorcycle from the past 50 years to come forward

~d help make this a day to remember!
( If you are interested in taking part please contact
Dean Caston on Medway 374183.

Let’s show the people of Medway that when it
comes to celebrating a national event Rainham leads
the way in creating something for all the community
to eniov.

Re RAINHAM’S CORONATION
CELEBRATIONS 1953,
March issue No. 365

I’m in my 68th year, being born and bred in Rainham,
Soloman Road Council School, Orchard Street Boys
and not forgetting Sunday School with Miss List at
that lovely old Church School at the top of Station

SKFE GENLE EFFECTIVE
Do you suffer with joint or muscle pains,
a bad back, headaches
or stress related problems,
then consult a qualified and registered

AMATSU THERAPY PRACTITIONER
For more information contact the

ACTIVE BALANCE CLINIC
tl ) 01634 239509 07855 104804

Road. Until, that is, National Service in the Army at
the age of 20 (deferred due to Art School studies)
took me to foreign parts in the Middle East in 1954,
So I can well remember Rainham’s contribution to
the Coronation of 1953. Especially as in a small way
I did my bit.

Freddie Cooper’s extremely interesting
reminiscences recalled those times. Despite food
rationing which was still in force for some foods,
limited means in many aspects of life, they were
nevertheless very happy and contented times.

In 1953 [ was in my next to final year as an NDD
student at Medway College of Art. As an art student
my somewhat limited expertise at that time was n
demand. Part of Rainham’s decorations for the great
occasion, as mentioned, was the embellishment of the
lamp posts down the High Street in the way of a
banner hanging from each one, which I made and
stencilled EIIR in my bedroom at 140 Hawthorne
Avenue, to the displeasure of my mother due to the
mess and spots of paint on the lino.

I can’t recall how many were made out of Sizsal
craft paper and wood, however I do recall that the
number fell short of what was originally intended.

On the great day my family and close neighbours
down the lower part of Hawthorne Avenue watched
the great event on our 9-inch television made bigger
by one of those magnifying glasses fixed to the
screen. Dad and I spent the morning raising the back
row of chairs on bricks and planks of wood, so that
everybody had a good view while Mum made
countless sausage rolls and pots of tea. My girlfriend
Audrey, now my wife of 43 years, who was also an
art student in the dress and fashion department, and I
sat in the back row — wonderful days.

It’s a great shame that not a lot is being done to
celebrate the Golden Jubilee, but councils must take
some of the blame for imposing so many restrictions
concerning street closures which I don’t think applied
50 years ago. It’s also a great shame that school
pupils will not be given the opportunity to purchase a
Jubilee Mug from the schools. For the Silver Jubilee
in 1977 I organised the sale of KCC mugs for my
school at Gravesend where they went like hot cakes.

John K. Austin Sandown Drive, Rainham

LIKE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO

AT HIDSONS

YOU NEED

AT TRADE FBIBES

DO YOU REPAIR YOUR OWN CAR?

e A Lot ik ze 00 Discount Parts for Ford, Fiat,

HMF 222201634 388114

110 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM, MEDWAY, KENT

Vauxhall, Rover, Nissan,
Peugeot, Renauit, Volvo,
Skoda etc, etc




GORDON J. WHITING
Waste removal cheaper than
the local council
cooker, washing machine £5.00 each
fridges £10.00 each (cfc cost)
three piece suite £15.00

double beds £10.00 for all your Gas Appliance needs
AU CLEAGAS R ~ Cookers, Fires, Surrounds
01622 720010 Mobile 07860 559459 . o - "
Licenced by KC.C Fires on Live ! and all installation work

B DL GAS SERVICES
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent

01634 232048

Visit your local gas showroom

MAX THE PLUMBER

Established 30 years

BATHROOMS
GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

01634 231390

DA construcTioN )

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS ¢ LOFT CONVERSIONS

GENERAL
COMMERCIAL/DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE RATES

MR ARCHER - Tele: (01634) 389604

SUNSHINE CLEANERS

WINDOW CLEANING
GUTTERS & FASCIAS

Fed up with fair-weather window
cleaners. Then call us.

01634 372228
Mobite 07961 500737

| WHY MISS WORK 2

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED
Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515
Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.E\M.E.

Diet and Fitness Clubs

Classes in

Gillingham, Hempste

Rainham, Rochester
& Walderslade

§ip ooy Corey

Call Linda 01634 387408

1 T —
DESH SN 8 Greenfinches Mobile: 07802 433648

BUILDIN

Hempstead, Gillngham  Tax 01634 200667
Kent ME7 3PW E-mai! kim@feldborg.co.uk

s e K
01634 378732

We will bring the floor sampels to your house
and give you an instant quote

P

e 'S
Diary 2002
May 10th — Gillingham and Rainham Local History

Society, Social Evening, 7.15 to 9.30pm.
May 10th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society.

May 1 1th — Women’s Day Conference, St Margaret’s

Millennium Centre, 10.00am to 4.00pm.
An opportunity to explore ways of sharing the
Christian faith with others, Keynote speaker Rev.
Anne Hibbert, drinks provided, bring a packed
lunch. Please book in advance, £6.00 per person
(£4 concessions). Ring Jill Lovell 01634 230780
for details.

May 12th — Medway Towns Footpath Group,
10.30am, Marden Village car park.

May 13th — Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan Club.

>y 14th — Medway Antique Collectors Club,

(, Jowers & Turrets, Mr John Vigar (sce 9th April).
May 14th — Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society, 7.30 to

10.00pm, Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way,

Music Kindergarden Classes for babies & children
0-7yrs by Qualified Colourstrings Teacher at

St Paul’s Church Hall, Parkwood Green on Thursday
afternoons. Please ring 01435 872086 for more
information.

Upbury Manor Barn Dance Club meet every
Thursday at Woodlands Road, Gillingham. 7.30 to
9.30pm. Beginners welcome, singles or couples, ring
362446 for information.

FAIRVIEW

ESTATE AGENTS

157 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, Rainham,
Kent. ME8 OPX
‘The answer to all your property needs’

*RESIDENTIAL SALES *LETTINGS
*PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

{ NTACT MICHAEL TURNER FOR DETAILS
“1ELEPHONE: 01634 377825

THE RAINHAM & WIGMORE COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION

Friday 9th April is Italian Night at the Rainham
Oasthouse Centre. Come along at 8.00pm for a
splendid Italian meal, a drink and a little quiz on
[taly, all for £5. The winner of the quiz gets free entry
to next month’s event. Contact Lynn Cass on 01634
370327 to find out more details.

Activities in April 2002 at the Rainham Oasthouse
Community Centre, Granary Close (adjacent to
Rainham Station)
Every Monday
Rainham Bridge Club, 7.30 to 11.00pm,
contact Audrey Clarke 01634 230370.
Every Tuesday
Badminton, 7.00 to 11.00pm,
contact Laraine 01634 373833,
Every Wednesday
Whist Club, 7.30 to 11.00pm,
contact Mrs K. Naylor 01634 387137.
Gamers Guild, 7.30 to 11.00pm,
contact Brian Swain 01634 310609,
Every Thursday
Rainham Chess Club, 7.30 to 11.00pm,
contact Tom Stonehouse 01634 231374,
Dreamcatchers Line Dancing, 8.00 to 11.00pm,
contact Jim McShane 07870 636211.
Every Sunday
Oast "Ouse *Oppers Morris Dancing, 12.00 to
2.00pm, contact Mrs Lynn Cass 01634 370327.

V.E. WHITE & CO.

Solicitors

For a complete legal service
Contact us for a competitive quote on

Medway (01634) 739195

Saturday/evening appointments may be available
Free Parking

MERESBOROUGH
NURSERY

Geraniums Fuchsias
Trailing Plants b
IN SEASON OPEN DAILY %g
0

FOR COMPOST, PEAT &
FERTILISER

Meresborough Road, Rainham, Gillingham,
Kent MES8 8PP = Tel: 01634 231639

Est. 1984

3 01634 233709/01795 842644 4
Mobile: 07860 733980

GENERAL HOUSE
MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

Household/Shop ;',A
Mai ¢ and Repairs

Decorating - Coving

D.‘A.Price Services

Carpentry - Fence Erection §§
Plumbing - Bathrooms Fitted
Odd Jobs




Small Ads

Published: May 4th
Copy date: April 19th
Price: £1.65 per line

Average 4 words to a line

Please contact H. Mackay Miller.
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent ME8 8PP,

Tel: 231307

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience

Tel: Doug Marchant

01634 373016 or 07930 627241
for free estimate.

REFLEXOLOGY. Holistic
therapy to aid relaxation and help
the body heal itself, For further
information or to book an
appointment please contact Jenifer
Carr MBSR on Medway 376784.

PRUNING - Trees, Hedges,
Shrubs. Fully qualified & insured.
Jim Lindsay — 01634 366923.

HOME TUITION ENGLISH to
GCSE level. 11+ Coaching,
Creative Writing a speciality.
Jill Dixon BA Tel 234577.

LEAKING TAPS RESEATED
Loft and Toilet overflows.
" Medway 262912.

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
elderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work. Free
denture repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 408438,

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken. Estimates Free.
Phone Dave Moon on 375069.

GARDEN & RUBBISH
Clearance. Garden tidying and
maintenance. Tree work
considered. No job too small.
Phone Debbie on 01795 844446,

3

LIGHTEN YOUR DARKNESS.
Call Barry Pickance — Electrician
for all domestic electrical work.

No job too small — Free estimates
—emergency callout. Med 372739.

LIVE MUSIC!! Dickie Diamond
and The Replays:

Music from the 60s and 70s for
Dances, Anniversaries, etc.

Call Dave 01634 231523.

FINELY CHOPPED PURE
Horse Manure. No
Straw/ Shavings -
£1 per bag 01634 386801.

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and all Garden
Machinery repairs. Med 361217,

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift shop
in the area, we have built up a
reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print, oil
or medals, you will always find
advice on hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 31 Station
Road, Rainham. Tel. 361436.

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS.

Kent Villages etc. Ideal for club
evenings, usually available at
short notice,

Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240.

SPAIN — COSTA BLANCA
Individually designed Villa,

2 Double Bedrooms and

2 Bathrooms, Lounge with Sofa
Bed, Dining Room & F/F Kitchen
10x5m private pool & BBQ.
Covered and uncovered terraces.
Close to restaurants, shops, sea
and golf. Available all year
round. Phone Med: 318781.

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates.
Ron James: 01795 520635.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing
and general domestic/building
work. Reasonable rates.

01634 230821 or 07903 339388.

Chiropodist J. JUDGE A.Ch.P.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails. .
Home Visits. Med 361720.

BUY DIRECT FROM THE
FARMER: Apples until end
April, our own Honey, ALSO
Kent Apple Juice & Preserves,
Kent Free Range Eggs, Kent &
Local Vegetables in season.
From: PUMP FARM,

Pump Lane (below bridge),
Rainham. Open: 6 days per week
Tuesdays to Sundays 10am-5pm.
Closed Mondays only.

ANAM CARA HOLISTIC
THERAPIES. Sincere qualified
practitioners in Reiki, Indian
Head Massage, Healing, Card
Readings, Astrology, Stress
Counselling, Meditation Groups
Talks, Workshops. Info. leafle
available. Tel: 01634 371788.

THE MOUNTBATTEN DANCE
Club meet every Thursday
evening 7.45pmto 10.15pm at a
Social Club hall in Gillingham.
We have vacancies for a few
couples. If you are interested in
Sequence Dancing and wish more
details ring Tom Smith on
Medway 300464.

DAC GARDEN SERVICE
General Garden Maintenance
undertaken. No job too small.
Tel: 01634 371005.

SEMI RETIRED LOCAL MAN
Available for Home Maintenance
& repairs including decorating,
sheds, gutters, odd jobs, grass
cutting etc. Ring 375061,

RAINHAM SCHOOL IN WW1.,
Read Helena Thomas’s memories
of starting school in 1913 in the
latest issue of ‘Bygone Kent’
available in Rainham Bookshop,
17-25 Station Road at £2.50
(£2.90 by post).

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance. Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Gravel
Laid, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and
Refelted, all types Fencing.

No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Recently refurbished with
facilities for the disabled,
including induction loop for the
hard of hearing. Ideal hall for
Weddings, parties and meetings
Attractive setting-Ample parking
To book phone: 01634 364859

JOHN INNES SEED &
POTTING COMPOST always
available. 20 kilo bag: £2.50.
Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat: £9.50. Meresborough
Nursery - Medway 231639.

GENERAL HANDYMAN
Fe- all those Jobs

aever get around to.
Call Tony: 01634 575491
Mobile: 07855190184

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close

Sunday — 10.15am

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031.

PLUMBER Corgi Reg
Fireplaces, Bathrooms, Gas work,
Central Heating all undertaken.
Tel: Gary 01634 365484.

TREE & SHRUB SURGERY
Garden Welfare & Planning.
Life Time of Experience.
Ray Wade Medway 233957.

PLUMBING & ALL TYPES of
Property Maintenance. Phone Les
on 01634 312339 or 07932
g '39. Anytime. No call out

. .ge. Free estimates.

GRASS MOWING, HEDGE
cutting, Weeding, Garden tidying.
Friendly service. 01634 378763.

MOBILE BOOK-KEEPING
Services. SAGE, TAS, Manual,
VAT, PAYE, Bank Recs etc.
Competitive rates. 01634 370176
(Rainham).

GARDENS TIDIED AND
MAINTAINED. General
handyman — no job too small.
Call 07957 281970.

PIANO & KEYBOARD Lessons.

Relaxed and Reasonable.
Pam Ormiston 01634 365789.

ACCORDION TUITION
Roger Letley 01634 230434.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood
Green. Two separate Sunday
morning services. Informal
‘Seeker Service’ 9.15am to
10.15am. Intimacy Service
10.45am to 12.15pm. Further
details from Richard Hayton
01634 235799.

BOOK NOW at WOOL'n CRAFT
136 Maidstone Rd, Rainham
231940 for Hampton Court
Flower Show July 7th, £27.

CARPENTER AND JOINER
All carpentry work undertaken.
Fitted wardrobes, kitchens, etc.
No job too small. Free estimates.
Med 238466. Mob 07855 023953.

CALLIGRAPHY WRITING
for all occasions. Phone Karena
on 01622 632643/01634 377871.

GETTING MARRIED?
Made 4 Each Other hand-
crafted wedding stationery
& favours.Coordinated
Stationeryfrom invitations
to place cardsto match
your wedding colours.
Customised designs

For a no obligation quote
please call 01634 260376.

MATHS/PHYSICS TUITION
GCE ‘A’ level, GCSE ectc. Private
tuition in your home by highly
experienced/qualified tutor.
B.Sc.Hons, Cert. in Education.
Please ring 01634 377267.

BOOK TOKENS

accepted in bookshops
throughout the country. Amounts
£5.00 and over sent post free if
required. Telephone orders taken
for charge to credit or debit cards.
Rainham Bookshop,

17-25 Station Road, Rainham.
01634 371591.

PIANO, KEYBOARD, FLUTE
tuition. Exp. teacher Med 378038

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11am and 6.30pm,
Treasure Seekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

For STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
new or reconditioned. Also
electrical work carried out.

Tel: Contact for Electrical
01634 374524 for free estimate.

TREE STUMP GRINDING
AND TREE REMOVAL
SERVICE. Tel Roger Alsey,
01634 376776 for an estimate.

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
“The Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552.

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 234149.

THEMED BEDROOMS
Children’s beds, cupboards,
desks, a complete bedroom
makeover.

Call Tony: 01634 575491
Mobile: 07855190184

HEMPSTEAD PAVILION
PLAYGROUP. Places available
for 2%-5 years. OFSTED
registered/inspected. Qualified
staff. Phone Medway 234718
(9-12), 373424 (eves). Registered
Charity No. 1077736.

PICTURE FRAMING. 15 years
experience. Home selection
available. 183 London Road,
Rainham. Tel. 375670.

FLORIDA USA

Luxury 4-bed villa,

sleeps 10, large pool
overlooking peaceful lake.

10 minutes Disney/ Universal.
01634 267427/07970090442.

PIANO, KEYBOARD, Recorder
tuition. Ages 6-60. Wish you had
continued with lessons?
Qualified, experienced teacher.
Mrs J. Prebble, Med: 231166.




MIKE O'BRIEN
INSURANCE SERVICES

{Independent Intermediary)

HOUSEHOLD & CAR INSURANCE
TRAVEL & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

Serving the people of Rainham
since 1969

01634 373757

or email on www.lowcost-insurance.net
33 Station Road Rainham Kent

IT’S YOUR MOVE ...
AND WE HAVE A MORTGAGE TO SUIT
Status & Non-status Mortgages
Buy To Let Mortgages, 100% Mortgages
Re-mortgages

Call Michael O’Brien Insurance Services
for a free consultation (01634-302701)
33 Station Road, Rainham, Kent, MES 7RS

A member of DBS Financial Management PLC which is regulated by the Persoral
thority

nvestmen: Auil
WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
THE PIA DO NOT REGULATE MORTGAGES
YOUR HOME i$ AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON
MORTGAGES OR OTHER LOANS SECURED ON IT

o

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders

Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work

Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072

ARPETLINE

SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
Carpets, Rugs and Vinyl Supplies
HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Available Daytime. Evenings & Weekends

Medway 234882

THE SHOP WHERE

NOTHING IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE

MEDWAY'’S CULTURAL HOT SPOT

Over 50,000 books & maps in stock
Wide range of Jazz & Classical Music CDs
Art Gallery for local artists upstairs
RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
17-25 Station Road, Rainham,

Kent. ME8 7RS
Tel: 01634 371591 Fax: 01634 262114
www.rainhambookshop.co.uk
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Gomiiiahod 1871
REPARS, GUTTERING. VERTICAL TIUNG, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For Free Estimates telephone:
0 76.;5’w4m37_5 069

Evenings
No Job too LARGE or SMALL
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WE DO THEM ~“ALL” (_I

® 24 hour Personal Service
e Monumental Masons

130 High Street, Rainham
Kent ME8 8AR

In lime of meed

Funeral Direckors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
® Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

127 Watling Street
Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Car parking available

® Private Chapels of Rest
® Horse Drawn Hearse available

25 New Road, tm
Kent ME4 4QJ
Car parking available




