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Memories of Rainham

The Lord Stanley Public House in Otterham Quay Lane, see the article by Freddie Cooper on page 8.

The mill at the top of Windmill Hill was destroyed by fire in 1910.

Robert J. Kitney

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Editorial

Last month, after | had completed the editorial, we
received a letter from St Matthew’s Roof and Renew
Appeal Committee outlining a particularly good idea.
In February next year many European coins and notes
will be replaced by the Euro. I am sure many of you
will, like me, have small quantities of coins from
various countries in pots and safe places around the
house. These were either too small to be worth
bothering with when you returned from holiday or a
largish sum that woutd have been useful if you
returned. The committee has made arrangements to
change this currency in aid of their appeal and would
be very grateful for any contributions. [ am sure other
charities will have thought of the same idea so do
check out your favourite cause, but whatever you do
have a clear out whilst the coins will still have some
value. Peter Hagger, the secretary of the Appeal
Committee, on 235056 will be glad to hear from you.

Remembrance Day on November 11th will have
particular significance this year and we are pleased to
be able to include an article from SSAFA, a national
charity which helps support survivors and dependants
of the British Armed Forces. They have local
branches and are eager to help anyone in need. If you
know of someone who is eligible the number to
contact is 01634 233989.

We have plenty to occupy your leisure time this
month. The Christmas Fayre season is well advanced
and many schools and societies are hosting events,
these together with concerts and amateur productions
could happily fill all the coming Saturdays. One of
the more unusual events is an evening by the Kent
Recorder Ensemble on December st in St Margaret’s
Church.

Many thanks to everyone who has responded to our
pleas for help with the distribution of Action Forum.
We are slowly getting there but we still have a few
spots where more assistance is needed. Certain arcas
of Hempstead, Wigmore and Parkwood spring to
mind so if you live in these areas or are mobile and
would be willing to help for an hour or two each
month we would still be very happy to hear from you
cither on 371591 or 231307.

As yet we are enjoying a particularly good autumn,
it could almost be summer except the days are so
short. Long may it continue so we can all enjoy the

colourtul countryside before we really have to think
about winter. Have a very good month and we will
see you again in December.

Corre.spomfence

MUSICAL DIRECTOR REQUIRED
Dear Editor,

Chatham Choral Society (formerly The Royal
Dockyard Choir) is looking for a new Musical
Director to start in January 2002, The society is a
mixed choir, performing a varicty of works from
Choral to Modern Day, at different venues in the
Medway Towns.

Rehearsals are held, normally during term times, in
St Luke’s Church, City Way, Rochester, on Monday
evenings.

If you are in any way interested pleasc contact the
society’s Chairman on Medway 404349 for an
informal chat.

Yours sincerely
Christine Lily

MUSICAL WINE AND WISDOM
Dear Editor,

If you enjoy the ‘Sound of Music’ or fancy ‘A
Little Night Music’, ‘Get Down Saturday Night
(Oliver Cheatham 1983) and have ‘Fun Fun Fun’
(Status Quo 1996) at Miers Court School PTFA
Musical Wine and Wisdom on Saturday 10th
November, 7.30pm. Tickets: Children £2.50,

Adults £3.50. Tables of 8 or ‘Join Together” (Who
1972) on the night!
For tickets/information telephone Med 370808.
Yours sincerely
F.M. Holton
Miers Court PTFA
MEDWAY ANTIQUE AND COLLECTORS’ CLUB
Dear Editor,

As a result of recent publicity given to the Club’s
activities we arc delighted that we have gained nine
new members this year with the prospect of several
more guests at recent meetings soon also joining us as
members. Our meetings usually last approximately
two hours with excellent speakers, a good friendly
social atmosphere, an optional raffle for Club funds
and an enjoyable non competitive quiz. All meetings
are held on the second Tuesday of each month at The
Gordon House Hotel, High Street, Rochester, starting
at 8.00pm, although many members often arrive half
an hour or so beforehand for a drink and chat,

Nobody needs to be knowledgeable about antiques
to enjoy the wide range of topics and interests
covered during the Club’s year. As well as the
enjoyable meetings at least one outing and an annual
Weckend Break away are arranged. If there are spare
places visitors are most welcome to join in these
outings although once having come as a guest to a
meeting the strong likelihood is that you will soon
want to become a member! Guests are asked to pay

£2.50 per meeting. If you would like any more details
please contact our Chairman, Mrs Jean Mattingley,
on 240082 or our President, Mr Cyril Baldwin, on
851512 or come along to one of our meetings. The
next meeting is on Tuesday November 13th when
Mr Ian White will give a talk on ‘Corkscrews and
Antiques of the drinks trade’. The first meeting of the
New Year after our Christmas Dinner in December
will be on Tuesday January 8th when Mrs Julia Page
will be giving a talk with the intriguing title ‘A
Miscellany of Scottish Beauty’. Why not make a New
Year’s Resolution to see what you are missing and
join us then — you will be made most welcome.

Yours sincerely

Wynn Evans

ACTIVITIES AT THE RAINHAM OASTHOUSE
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Since ancient times dance has been seen as an ideal
training for mind and body. It is not surprising
therefore that the Oasthouse Centre is used by a
number of groups teaching and practising various
forms of this valuable cultural activity.

A1 School of Dancing

The Al School of Dancing gives lessons to
children and adults in ballet, tap, and jazz at the
Centre on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The
pupils work towards gold, silver and bronze medals
awarded by the Imperial Society of Teachers of
Dancing. The new term starts on 13th November.

To find out more ring Pearl Dale on 01795 478864.

Dreamcatchers Linedance Club

The Dreamcatchers Linedance Club is run by Jim
McShane and Tracey Mason. It meets at the
Oasthouse on Thursday nights between 8.00pm and
10.00pm. The latest dances are taught and also all the
old favourites. Admission is £2.50 for adults and
£2.00 for children. Beginners and children are
welcome.

Members of Dreamcatchers have entered
competitions. In the Universal cup and other
competitions Tracey Mason has won two gold
medals, and other members, Eve and Catherine

Weller and Sarah-Jane Miller, have won gold and
silver medals. The club even provided a team of
children to compete in the World competition against
other countries. But everyone is welcome to come,
whether to dance seriously or just to have fun.

WINE & WISDOM

Wine & Wisdom in aid of ‘Raise the Roof® Fund at

St Margaret’s Church. To be held in the Orchard

Room of St Margaret’s Millennium Centre on

Saturday 10th November, 7.30pm. 8 to a table.

£5 including ploughman’s supper and wine.

Tickets from Alan (235751) or Ann (372680).
Quiz Master Derek Randall, MBE.

ST MATTHEW’S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2001
2.00pm, Saturday 17th November
This year’s bazaar will feature the following
attractions and stalls:
e Father Christmas’ Grotto
e Children’s toys & gifts
o Cakes & preserves
e Dried & silk flowers
* Tombola
e Children’s games
e Prize Raffle
e Refreshments
Bazaar entrance fee: 25p (adults)
Entrance to see Father Christmas £2 (includes
children’s gift)
All proceeds to St Matthew’s Roof & Renew
Appeal.

BROWNIES NEED HELP

Are there any Brownie Guiders, or aspiring Brownie
Guiders reading this? The Guider in charge of the 8th
Rainham Pack is shortly moving out of the area,
leaving the group without a leader and in danger of
closing.

The girls meet on Tuesday evening 6.30 to 8.00pm
at St Margaret’s Infants School, Orchard Street,
Rainham. For further details please ring either Lesley
on 234738 or Eve on 233856. We look forward to
hearing from you.

SALMON WINDOWS

A family run business for all
your double glazing needs

® Replacement Windows & Doors
® Conservatories — Designed & Built
® Porches
® UPVC, Soffit, Fascia & Guttering
® Misted Sealed Units Replaced
For advice and very compeiitive quole

Medway 363881

VOLUNTEERS
REQUIRED 11!

Morning teas/coffees, befriending, letter writing,
reading, Cookery Club, Music & Movement,
chess playing, flower arranging ...
and to help at various occasional events!

AT ROGERS HOUSE RESIDENTIAL HOME
WIGMORE, KENT
(a National Charity No 254140)

If you can spare some time to help us,
please contact JACKIE KELLY
Volunteer Co-ordinator on 01634 262266

Abbeyfield

Where lder prapile find | care in housing

¥
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275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries

Diary Copy Date: 13th November 2001

November 5th - Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan
Club meet 2.00 to 4.00pm, Howard Hall,
Woodside, Wigmore. We mostly play bingo, have
a raffle, tea and biscuits. People over the age of 50
are welcome and transport can sometimes be
arranged. Ring 362662 for details.

November 5th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Spinning. 7.30 to 9.30pm at the
Annexe (Urchins Playgroup) building in
Marlborough Road, Gillingham.

November 5th to 10th — RSPB Christmas Stall.
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre.

Ring 230153 for details.

November 6th — Medway Scrabble Club. 2.00 to
4.00pm. Riverside Indoor Bowls Complex,
Chatham.

November 6th — Gillingham Horticultural Society.
Floral Art Group. ‘CHRISTMAS WREATH’ fresh
and/or dried material. 7.30pm, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham.

For further information telephone 01634 234734,

November 7th — Friendship Circle. Parkwood
Christian Fellowship. 2.15pm. Contact number
01634 365758.

November 7th — The Staff and Children of Wakeley
Junior School invite you to an OPEN MORNING
at the school, 9.30am to 11.30am. Come and meet
the teachers and children. Look around the school’s
Visually Impaired Unit and IT Suite and see how
well everyone is coping after the recent fire.
Refreshments available. Everyone welcome.

November &th — Colourstrings Kindermusik (up to
18 months) 12.45-1.20pm. (Children 18 months-
3 years) 1.30-2.10pm, 3.10-3.50pm. Children
(3-4 years) 2.20-3.00pm. School age children
(4-6 years) 4.00-4.40pm. St Paul’s Church Hall,

Parkwood. For information telephone 01435
872086.

November 8th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Recycling
& Future in Medway by Brian Barker. 2.00pm,

St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. For people over the age of 50.
For further information telephone 235507.

November 8th, 9th, 10th & 15th, 16th, 17th — RaTS
present ‘Rough Justice’ by Terence Frisby.
8.00pm. Tickets £4.80 from 360506 (weekdays
9am-8pm).

November 9th — Rainham Oasthouse Community
Centre, Granary Close, ‘Guy Fawkes’ Meal &
Quiz, 8.00 to 11.00pm. Ring Lynn Cas 370327 for
details.

November 9th — Countryside Event, Birdwatching
Cruise, £17 payable in advance, sorry no
under 14s, book on 378987,

November 9th — Gillingham and Rainham Local
History Society. Roses, Castles & Canals
(illustrated). Mrs Daphne Knight. 7.15pm, Adult
Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham.

November 9th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society.
Guest Speaker Neil Bone with a talk on ‘Meteors’.
8.00pm, Riverside Country Park, Lower Rainham
Road, Nr Gillingham. All welcome. Contact
number 01634 308035 evenings and Wednesday
mornings only.

November 9th — Musical Playtime. 8 months to
3 years. £2.50 session. 1 15pm, Hempstead Village
Hall. For further information telephone 01622
630423,

November 10th — QUIZ NIGHT at Bredhurst Village
Hall. All proceeds to Cancer Rescarch. 7.30pm.
Tables of 8. Tickets £5, Sausage and Chip Supper.
Bring own drink. Contact Alison Jupp on 01634
234490 to book.

November 10th — Boot Fair in aid of ‘Raise the Roof”
Fund, Millennium Centre, 10.0am to 12 noon.
Tables £6, ring Ann on 372680 to book.
Admission 25p.

November 10th — Wine & Wisdom in aid of ‘Raise
the Roof” Fund. 7.30pm, Millennium Centre,
Rainham. £5 a head including supper, 8 to a table,
tickets from Alan 235751 or Ann 372680.

R01795 522 200

Specialist kitchen / bedroom suppliers
Appliances and ceramic tiles

Wildwinds Barn, Norton Crossroads,
Teynham, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 9JY

www.roots.eu.com/af.htm

GREG BRYANT

/ZLES.  CONSTRUCTION
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REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER

EXTENSIONS BLOCK PAVING
ROOF CONVERSIONS

v Free Surveys
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November 10th - Musical Wine and Wisdom.
Miers Court PTFA School Hall. 7.30pm.
Tickets: Adults £3.50 Children £2.50.

For information/tickets telephone 370808.

November 10th & 11th — Model World Exhibition.
Black Lion Leisure Centre, 10.00am to 5.00pm.
Admission Adults £3.50 Children & Cons £2.00.

November 1 1th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.00pm, Waitrose car park, Allington.

5 miles. No dogs. Ring 01732 841433 for details.

November 1 1th — Ramblers Association. Start
10.30am. 5 miles. Meet and park at Walter Burke
Avenue, in Wouldham.

November 12th — Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan
Club (see 5th Nov).

November 12th — Medway Organ Club. Artist Jim
Layzell. 7.30pm, Parkwood Community Centre.
Admission £3.00. Contact telephone number 01474
812466.

November 13th — Gillingham and District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society. A change from Fuchsias &
Pelargoniums with a talk on ‘My World of Roses’
given by Bill Bossom. 7.30pm, The Rainham
School for Girls, Derwent Way, Rainham.

November 13th — Rainham A fternoon
Townswomen's Guild. Auctioneer, Going Going
Gone — Mr Coe. 2.00pm at St Margaret’s
Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper Chase, Rainham.

November 13th — Medway Antique and Collectors
Club. Corkscrews and Antiques of the drinks trade.
Mr Ian White. 7.30 for 8.00pm, Gordon Hotel,
High Street, Rochester. For further information
telephone 366586, 851512 or 852905.

November 13th — Rainham Evening Machine
Knitting Club. 8.00 to 10.00pm. The Red Cross
(Gillingham Centre), 31 Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. Ring 862673 for details.

November 14th — Bredhurst WI. Mr Robert Canis. A
Nature Photographer’s Year. Competition: An Item
in Pearl. 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

November 14th — Rainham Flower Club (Kent).
Demonstration: Linda Shackleton ‘Christmas
Magic’, 7.30 to 9.30pm in Upchurch Village Hall.

November 15th — Rainham WI Members Meeting.
1.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, Corner of
Wakeley/Station Road, Rainham.

ONLY AT

20 EAST ST.

SITTINGBOURNE

01795 426667
&

BIKES

RALEIGH BIKES FROM £50
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

JOIN OUR CHRISTMAS CLUB

November 15th — Colourstrings Kindermusik
(see 8th November).

November 15th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Bee-
keeping by Mr Clare (see 8th November).

November 15th — Countryside Event — Riverside Bird
Walk, 10.00am to 12 noon, Riverside Country
Park. Ring 378987.

November 16th — Gillingham Recorded Music
Society. The Merry Widow — explained Tony
Brace (Orpington BMS). 7.15 to 9.15pm,

St Augustine’s Church Room (top of Rock
Avenue), Gillingham. Ring 852905 for details.

November 16th — Musical Playtime (see 9th Nov).

November 16th — Wigmore Afternoon
Townswomen'’s Guild will be having a BAZAAR
in the Howard Hall, Woodside, Wigmore. Tables
for cakes, bric-a-brac etc. Entry 50p includes tea
and biscuits.

November 17th — St Matthew’s CHRISTMAS
BAZAAR. This year it will be within the Church
with many of the usual attractions. 2.00pm,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore.

November 17th - AUTUMN FAIR at Longford
Court, 11.00am to 1.00pm. (1st right off Miers,
Court Road).

November 17th — Talk ‘The Architectural History of
St Margaret’s Church’, 2.30pm in the church,
tickets £5 from 389919, 372680 or at the door.

November 17th — Rainham Oasthouse Community
Centre, Granary Close. Quiz Night, 8.00pm.

Ring 374558 for details.

November 17th — City of Rochester Symphony
Orchestra concert, Central Theatre, Chatham,
7.30pm. Liszt Piano Concerto, tickets from
715148.

November 18th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 10.30am Crown Point Inn, Ightham. 5 miles.
Dogs on leads.

November 18th — Ramblers Association. Start
10.00am. 7 miles. Meet at Filston Lane car park in
Shoreham. Pub stop at end.

November 18th — Upchurch Choral Group present
‘Music for St Cecilia’s Day” at Upchurch Parish
Church. 7.00pm. Admission £2.50.

November 18th — Countryside Event, Woodland
Walk, Capstone Country Park. Ring 812196

Treat yourself to a fun day out
in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow

Beginners Caﬁgmpﬁy with Gold Leaf

Absolute @egmners Watercolour
ONE DAY CLASSES

Nov 14 Dec 05

Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983




KW ELECTRONIC
SERVICES

No Call Out Charge

Repaired & Serviced

ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO
FOR SALE

All work guaranteed at least 3 months

LTELEPHONE; Medway 364943

All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.

G.P.
PRIVATE PRACTICE

Dr. M J. MURPHY
MB, BCh

1 Crevequer Chamb
: ers
35 High Street, Rainham
Monday - Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333
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(S.B. BRICKWORK LTD )

BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken

Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

* TREE MANAGEMENT

LINDSA

= STUMP GRINDING
&COMPANY

= PLANTING
TREE SURGEONS

« MULCH

* FIREWOOD
JIiNM LINDS AY
TEL/FAX 01634 366923

SC)I::LLC.)WS HOUSE, HAM GREEN
TINGBOURNE, KENT MES 7HE

JOHN MORLEY & CO.

‘ Solicitors
29/31 High Street, Rainham, Kent

WILLS & PROBATE
Medway 379222

All your other legal requirements

COMPUTER TROUBLES?
For straightfqrward individual help,
including:
Repairs, Upgrades, Word
& Windows Tuition
and pre-purchase advice:

Call Richard on 01795 844187

| My rates are fair and very reasonable |

Medway 375444

CHRIS TONG

REPLACE{JENT WINDOW AND DOUBLE
GLAZING SPECIALIST
ALL WORK PERSONALLY RECOMMENDED
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Telephone: Medway 371172

SSAFA FORCES HELP KENT BRANCH

On Remembrance Day the thoughts of the nation will
be with those who gave their lives for the country.
But we must also remember many who survive and
their families who may now be in dire need. The
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association -
Forces Help (SSAFA Forces Help) wants to reach
them.

This national charity was founded in 1885 to
support dependants of the British Army in Egypt and
the Sudan. Today, working with the Royal British
Legion and all the other service charities, it helps
serving and ex-Service men, women and their
families in need. It takes particular care of the elderly.
Anyone who has served in the regular forces for just
one paid day is eligible. Members of the Reserve
Forces and their dependants are also eligible if they
completed three years’ satisfactory service. SSAFA
Forces Help can also help many war veterans of the
Mechant Navy.

The charity provides advice, practical help and
friendship. It assists with financial grants those who
are in distress and whose needs are not met by the
State. These grants may be one-offs towards, for
instance, replacing an irreparable fridge or cooker. Or
in some cases a weekly allowance might be arranged
to supplement low income. Every year assistance is
provided to more than 2,000 people in Kent,
amounting to over £300,000

Within Kent, SSAFA Forces Help is organised in
19 Divisions, conforming mostly to local government
boundaries, and covering the whole of the county
outside the line of the M25 (inside is covered by
Greater London), so help is not far away if you need
it, and qualify for it. At the heait of SSAFA is the
caseworker, who works in a one-to-one relationship
with his or her client, aided where necessary, by
specialists (in debt management, for example). The
caseworker will have been fully trained, and will
have a good knowledge of the Social Services.

If you or anyonc you know is eligible for help and
is in need please contact one of the following
numbers. Absolute confidentiality will be maintained.

County Secretary: 01580 755725

Medway (Chatham, Gillingham & Rochester:

01634 233989

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY OF
ST MARGARET’S CHURCH
Sponsored by the Rainham Historical Society a talk
on the architectural history of St Margaret’s Church,
followed by a cream tea, will be given on Saturday
17th November 2001 at 2.30pm, in St Margaret’s
Church. Tickets £5 from Katherine 389919 or Ann
372680, or pay on the door.

An illustrated copy of the talk will be on sale for
£2.35,

All profits to ‘The Friends of St Margaret’s
Church’ in aid of the Roof Fund.
CHRISTMAS FAYRE,
St Peter’s Church, Bredhurst, Christmas Fayre will be
held at 2.00pm on 1st December 2001, at Bredhurst
Village Hall.

As a small village community church, we are
always so very grateful to anyone who takes the time
to support us — and in so doing, helps to preserve our
lovely church for future gencrations.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

Hartlip Parish Church is holding a Christmas Bazaar

in the Village Hall on Saturday Ist December at

2.00pm.  The bazaar will be opened by David

Fosdike (Meridian Tonight presenter). Everyone is

very welcome, pleasc do come and support our

church.

Activities in November 2001 at the Rainham
Oasthouse Community Centre, Granary Close
(adjacent to Rainham Station)

Every Monday
Rainham Bridge Club 7.30 to 11.00pm.

Contact Audrey Clarke, 01634 230370

Every Tuesday.

Badminton 7.00 to 11.00pm.
Contact Laraine, 01634 373833

Every Wednesday
Whist Club 7.30 to 11.00pm.

Contact Mrs K. Naylor.

Every Thursday
Rainham Chess Club 7.30 to 11.00pm.

Contact Tom Stonehouse, 01634 231374
Weightwatchers 5.30 to 8.00pm
Dreamcatchers Line Dancing 8.00 to 11.00pm,

01634 300026

REFLEXOLOGY

An ancient treatment that helps to relieve today's illnesses

HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or to book an
appointment
Home visits available

David Stride M.B.SR., MBR.CP (Reflexology)
196 Wigmore Road, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent
MES OTL

Tel- 01634 365510

Waverley Nurseries

622 Lower Rainham Road
Rainham, Gillingham, Kent ME8 7TX
Tel 01634 232520

Pansy’s, Prirroses, Wallflowers,
Shrubs, Alpnes, Perennrals
All Types of Fencing
Supplied & Erected




Nature Notes

This month’s Nature Notes are based on a short
bicycle ride of some of the leafy roads of Wigmore
and Hempstead.

[ started and ended my ride at the junction of
Woodside, Hoath Lane and Wigmore Road which is
the historical centre of Wigmore. In the first half of
the 19th century Wigmore was almost entirely
covered in woods. The area was owned by the
Commissioners of Woods and Forests which was the
forerunner of the Forestry Commission. A cluster of
buildings named on early maps as Wigmore occupied
land on which the Spyglass and Kettle now stands.
By the 1860s much of Wigmore was covered by
small orchards and market gardens.

T ¢ycled a short distance along Hoath Lane and
turned left down Hospital Hill into Hempstead Road.
From there I had a good view of Darland Banks in its
autumnal colours. The first leaves of the downland
trees or shrubs to change colour are those of the
dogwood. By early autumn they had turned a rich
claret. The leaves of the whitebeam (the undersides of
which are white and felty in Summer) had turned
yellow and would eventually become brown. The
leaves of the field maple were a golden yellow and
would later become a vivid orange brown.

I turned left into Spekes Road which remains an
unadopted highway. It forms part of the track which
led from the Star Inn on Watling Street to Bredhurst.
It is overshadowed for much of its length by tall
beech trees and is presumably typical of tracks
through Hempstead before its development.

Crossing Hoath Way I joined Wigmore Road and
made a diversion into King’s Frith Recreation
Ground. The then Gillingham Borough Council
planted many ornamental trees round the edges of the
ground including rowan er mountain ash. At the time
of my visit the latter trees were covered in bright ted
berries which are the food for resident blackbirds,
song thrushes and missel thrushes as well as winter
migrants such as fieldfares and redwings. Large scale
Ordnance Survey maps of the early 1960s show that
the area of the recreation ground previously consisted
of scattered buildings on small plots.

BUILDING CONTRACTS & GROUNDWORK

Driveways

Drainage Fencing

Patios

— 01634 264090

~ 07931 175220

Just beyond the junction of Wigmore Road and
Fairview Avenue I called into Wigmore Park. The
same maps as mentioned above show the park to have
previously been covered in fruit trees. Alongside the
southern boundary of the park are large cherry, oak,
sweet chestnut and ash trees, the haunts of wood
pigeons, jays and squirrels. There is an impressive
four stool sweet chestnut tree at the Bredhurst Road
entrance to the park which appears to be a survivor
from an old chestnut coppice.

I returned to my starting point. Sight of the trees
behind Wigmore Garage reminded me that there used
to be a rookery there. Rooks no longer breed in
Wigmore (or Hempstead) but other members of the
crow family do so. I have noticed jackdaws on the
chimney of a cottage in Woodside whilst magpies,
carrion crows and jays are fairly common residents
among the leafy roads of Wigmore and Hempstead.

Joe Ennis
THE LORD STANLEY

In July a reader asked the editor if anyone knew the
correct location of the Lord Stanley, a fair number
responded, some were right some wrong. [ started a
search by visiting Peter Sargent who has recently
transferred his Ordnance Survey Map business from
Chatham to rooms above the Rainham Bookshop and
obtained maps of this area dated back to 1801. T was
fortunate enough to have the advice of my neighbour
Mrs Ellen Tyler (née Swan) who spent her early life
in Caroline Place, a terrace of 16 houses built by
Eastwoods for their ‘Brickies® on the road alongside
the Three Sisters PH.

I learned a lot from my studies which I hope to
share with readers later but none of this was as
persuasive as the picture of the Lord Stanley which
by chance [ found on page 12 of the Rainham Red
Book. This was apparently taken before 1910 as the
Mill at the top of Windmill Hill is also in the picture
at the bottom of the hill on a site which, [ believe, 1s
now occupied by a bungalow and various commercial
undertakings.

The ‘pub’ eventually became ‘Barnes Shop’ and a
Mrs Beryl Shave wrote to explain that her mother,
Mrs Minnie Hopper, now 93, was Mr Barnes’
daughter so I was able to ascertain family information

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved
DECORATING - Internal / External

Established 1988

NEIL MACE

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747

Rainham 07970 555650
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at first hand. I was unable to find out when the *L.S.’
opened as a licensed house but understand that it was
named after a Stanley Wakeley. It closed in 1918
when Mr Barnes opened the shop which subsequently
served those living in the fairly isolated areas of
Otterham, Upchurch, and Lower Halstow, first by
horse and cart and later with a van, Mr Barnes died in
1956 but his daughter Ethel carried on the business
until VAT was introduced and left the premises in
1980. The building remained empty for a period
before, like the Mill at the hilltop, it was destroyed by
fire.

Mrs Tyler also told me about Mr Richens, whose
shop next to the Three Sisters PH was already
established when Mr Barnes arrived in 1918. He
supplied most general needs from meat to oil, in fact
like most village ‘butchers’, he had a slaughter house
at the top of the garden. We had one within 30 yards
of the C of E School at the top of Station Road and
our lessons or play were often accompanied by the
squeal of pigs.

One has to remember that there was a small
general store in most roads for the odd daily
purchase, we had no refrigerators or freezers and
children were often sent for small quantities ‘on the
slate” (payable on pay day). [ would presume that
Otterham residents would have come by bus or bike
to Rainham for their main purchases. Regular rounds
by cart or van were made by milkmen, bakers,
greengrocers, a fishmonger, and coalmen and, when
in season, a shrimp and winkle man on a
trandesman’s cycle clanging a bell before Sunday
teatime. For those able to purchase fair quantities a
boy would call from the International, Quinnells, or
Roses on Thursdays for an order book for groceries to
be delivered the following day.

Although few lived in the immediate vicinity it is
an indication of the number employed in the
manufacture and distribution of bricks and cement
that there were three ‘pubs’ in Otterham Quay around
the turn of last century. In addition to the Lord
Stanley and the Three Sisters there was also the
Anchor and Hope which was demolished in 1921 and
a Working Men’s Club (period of activity unknown
but [ seem to remember it about 200 yards N.E. of the
Three Sisters around the time of the last War).

Incidentally the Three Sisters PH and all that side
of Otterham Quay is in Upchurch (Swale), the
boundary line runs roughly up the centre of the creek.
[ hope to write more about brick and cement
making and barge transportation when Otterham was
a hive of industry around the carly 1900s in a later
1SS, Freddie Cooper
KENT RECORDER ENSEMBLE

The Society of Recorder Players is a nationwide
organisation for amateur recorders players, the 50
branches having a total membership of 1,600. The
Kent Branch was formed in 1986 and, for the past
five years under the title The Kent Recorder
Ensemble, has given four concerts each winter in
churches, residential homes and schools in and
around Maidstone. We have also played in Rochester
Cathedral and will be returning to Canterbury
Cathedral for the third time on 12th May next year.
The twenty or so members rehearse weekly in
Maidstone under the direction of Karen Barton and
have a wide repertoire ranging from Renaissance to
Jazz. Most members plays three different sizes of
recorder, some four or five, from the tiny sopranino
to the enormous sub-contra bass. At most concerts we
invite a player, or players, of different instruments, or
singers, to share the programme with us,

On 1st December we welcome the KCYI String
Quartet. The Kent Centre for Young Instrumentalists
(KCYTI) is Kent Music School’s Saturday Centre for
musically gifted children aged eight to eighteen. It
gives a broad musical training — tuition on two
instruments, general musicianship and the
opportunity to play in ensembles and orchestras.

We would be delighted to see you at St Margaret’s
Church on Ist December at 7.30pm; our programme
should suit most tastes — Byrd, Holborne, Philips and
Tallis (16th and early 17th century English musip)
plus some interesting and lively contemporary picces,
but nothing avant-garde, we promise! Children are
very welcome and there will be an interval with
refreshments. For further information on the concert,
on The Society of Recorder Players or on joining
Kent Branch, please contact Noreen Johnson, Branch
Secretary, tel. 01634 364020, e-mail: noreenrecorders
@aol.com.

Galton & Pitt Tuterions
Painting & Decorating Specialists

Guaranteed quality workmanship
at a realistic price

Telephone
01634 868194/361858

RAINHAM CAMERAS

NEW & USED PHOTOGRAPHIC

Equipment Bought, Sold & Exchanged

* Over 38 Years Experience *
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS FILM PROCESSING
BINOCULAR & TELESCOPE SPECIALISTS
NEW SERVICE

Old Photographs Copied & Restored

Quality Hand Printing in Black & White
Or in Old Fashioned Sepia

7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS
01634 239866
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CONSERVATORIES
Family Business — 30 Years Experience

WINDOWS — DOORS — CONSERVATORIES
FASCIAS — SOFFITS

TRADE PRICES 10 YEARS GUARANTEE

01634 366304

JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

MUNN ACADEMY OF DANCE
Dance for Fun Est 1972

Pupils 2 yrs—Professionals
Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre,
Gym, Disco, Cheer Technique,
Drama & Singing Tuition
Adult Tap, Jazz, Disco

Exams, Shows, Competitions & Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn
Fellow & Examiner LD.T.A.

MEDWAY 234168

PN’T LANDSCAPES
GARDEN
and Household Maintenance
Services
Any job considered
PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS/FREE ESTIMATE

Tel 01634 389850
MOBILE 07759 262945 or 0787 6228914

D.H. MILLER

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS
For all your Plumbing Services

HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of
old Systems a Speciality
* CENTRAL HEATING
e LUXURY BATHROOMS
o & SHOWERS
¥/  MEDWAY 235831

Reg. No 662 36 High Street, Rainham

Housemartin Scheme Limited

Carers required for weekdays, evenings and
weekends, hours flexible. Domestic and
Personal Care help given to the elderly,

frail, mentally and physically handicapped.

Training provided — transport not
essential. Four weeks paid holiday,
enhanced payment for unsociable hours.

Telephone essential. For further details ring

Medway 01634 366528

. DAy
O

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent. MEB 8

24 Hour Recovery. 8am—6pm Tel: Medway 3773&3
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

PH
INTERIORS
THE START TO FINISH
CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING AND
HOME ALTERATION SERVICE
For a reliable and professional tradesman
Call 01634 327019 - Philip Hobbs

15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
Mobile 07798 647747

Diary 2001

November 19th — Rainham Evening WL Letter ‘K’
Talk & Slides of Our Choice — Mr Coe. 7.30pm,
Platters Lodge, Highfield Road, Rainham.

November 19th — Medway Spinners, Dyers &
Weavers Association. Megan will tell us about her
Design Course (see 5th November).

November 19th -~ Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan
Club (see 5th November).

November 19th — Parkwood Leisure Club. Christmas
Sale, 2.30pm, St Paul’s Church, Parkwood, in aid
of Demelza House. Admission free.

November 19th — Countryside Event. Talk: Spirit of
Invicta by Bob Ogley. Tickets £1.50. Ring 378987
to book.

November 20th — Medway Scrabble Club (sec 6th
November).

November 20th — Gillingham Horticultural Society.
Floral Art Group prepare for Christmas Show
(see 6th November).

November 21st — Bredhurst Garden Club. Speaker
from the RNIB. Talk: *Guide Dog Owner’. Gift
Stall provided by the Royal National Institute for
the Blind. 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

November 21st — Wigmore Afternoon
Townswomen’s Guild. Local Areas — Mr Coe.
Competition: An Evening Bag. 1.45pm to 4.15pm,
Howard Hall, Woodside, Wigmore.

November 22nd — Colourstrings Kindermusik
(sce 8th November).

November 22nd — Wigmore Thursday Club. Barry
Sims, Superintendent of Medway Registry Office
(see 8th November).

November 23rd — The Medway Geographical
Society. Mid Africa. Mr D. Wise, 7.30 to 9.00pm,
Adult Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham.

November 23rd — Musical Playtime (see 9th Nov).

November 24th ~ Gillingham Horticultural Society.
Floral Art Group. CHRISTMAS SHOW (Judge
Avril Hill). 2.30 to 4.30pm. Sale Tables, Teas and
Home-made Refreshments, Raftle. Exhibits of high
standard (see 6th November).

November 24tir — Darland House Carer Group,
Darland Avenue, Gillingham are holding a Coffee

Morning, 10.30am to 12.30. Refreshments, cakes,
bric-a-brac, raffle with many prizes. The Carer
Group raise funds to purchase extras not provided
by the NHS for the elderly residents with mental
health problems.

November 24th to December 2nd — Countryside
Event, National Tree Week. Ring Colin Holloway
332468 for details.

November 25th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.00pm, Otford, opposite The Bull. 5% miles.
Dogs on leads.

November 25th — Ramblers Association. Start
10.00am. 7 miles. Mcet at Bearsted Village Green.
Pub stop at end.

November 26th — Wigmore WRVS Darby & Joan
Club (see 5th November).

November 26th — Countryside Event. Talk:
Gardening with Trees, Riverside Country Park,
7.30pm. Tickets £1.50, ring 378987 to book.

November 27th — Rainham Evening Machine
Knitting Club (see 13th November).

November 29th — Rainham & District Dolls House &
Miniaturist Group. 7.30pm, St Thomas of
Canterbury Church Hall, London Road, Rainham.

November 29th — Colourstrings Kindermusik
(see 8th November).

November 29th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Service,
Sales Stall and Clueless Crossword (see 8th Nov).

Continued on page 13

eat Jourself slim

Diet and Fitness Clubs
For details of your local classes

Call Linda 01634 387408

DO YOU REPAIR YOUR OWN CAR?

oA co s 1o 2o 0l Discount Parts for Ford, Fiat,

LIKE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO
OBTAIN THE PARTS

YOU NEED

M THAII[ FHIEES

L v AR

Vauxhall, Rover, Nissan,
Peugeot, Renauit, Volvo,
Skoda etc, etc

HMF 22220 01634 388114

110 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM, MEDWAY KENT
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GORDON J. WHITING
Waste removal cheaper than
the local council
cooker, washing machine £5.00 each
fridges £10.00 each (cfc cost)
three piece suite £15.00

< o

B D L GAS SERVICES
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent

01634 232048

Visit your local gas showroom

~double beds £10.00 :
HOUSE CLEARANCE — Jor all your GC.IS Appliance needs
01622 720010 Mobilc 07860 559459 _ Cookers, Fires, Surrounds
Licenced by K.C.C. Fires on Live ! and all installation work

MAX THE PLUMBER

Established 30 years

BATHROOMS
GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

01634 231390

SUNSHINE CLEANERS
WINDOW CLEANING
GUTTERS & FASCIAS

Fed up with fair-weather window
cleaners. Then call us.

01634 372228
Mobile 07961 500737

DA CONSTRUCTION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS ¢ LOFT CONVERSIONS

GENERAL
COMMERCIAL/DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE RATES

MR ARCHER - Tele: (01634) 389604

TOPSOIL
TURF - BARK
COMPOSTS
GARDEN AGGREGATES
FREE DELIVERY
01634 263700

- B

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED
Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515
Mobile 07702 255105

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders

Established 1971

All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072

Diary 2001

November 29th — Barnardo’s Christmas Evening.
Callaway Room, St Margaret’s Millennium Centre,
8.00pm. Tickets £2.00, ring 233405 for details.

November 29th — Tales from the Mariners, 7.30pm,
The Three Mariners, Pom Clayton, admission
£4.00, Conc £2.00.

November 30th — Gillingham Recorded Music
Society. Once a Jolly Swagman — Peter Dawson,
Allan Palmer (see 16th November).

November 30th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society.
Constellation of the month. Sky reviews with Pete
Parish. Observing if clear, 8.00pm, Riverside
Country Park. Contact number 01634 308035
evenings and Wednesday mornings only.

November 30th — Musical Playtime (sce 9th Nov).

November 30th — Rainham Qasthouse Community
Centre, Granary Close. Folk Club 8.00 to 11.00pm.
Ring Lynn Cass 370327 for details.

December st — St Peter’s Church, Bredhurst
CHRISTMAS FAYE. 2.00pm, Bredhurst Village
Hall. Father Christmas Grotto, Grand Draw and all
usual stalls and attractions.

December st — Hartlip Parish Church Christmas
Bazaar in the Village Hall, 2.00pm, to be opened
by David Fosdike, all welcome.

December 1st — Kent Recorder Ensemble,

St Margaret’s Church, Rainham, 7.30pm.

| MERESBOROUGH

NURSERY

A range of quality

Chrysanthemums

‘ available

, throughout Oct/Jan

WE SELL AT WHOLESALE PRICES

TO THE PUBLIC

Meresborough Nursery, Meresborough Road

Rainham. Tel: 01634 231639

Small Ads

PLUMBING & ALL TYPES of

CHRISTMAS FAIR,
ST MARGARET’S INFANT SCHOOL

The Home School Association of St Margaret’s
Infant School, Orchard Street, Rainham, are holding
their Christmas Fair on Friday 7th December at
2.30pm.

Anyone who would like to have a stall (£6/Table)
please contact Katrina Piddock on 01634 366712.
BOOT FAIR

Boot Fair in aid of ‘Raise the Roof” Fund at

St Margaret’s Church. To be held in the Orchard
Room, St Margaret’s Millennium Centre,
Gatekeepers Chase, on Saturday 10th November,
10am to 12 noon. Tables £6. To book phone Ann
(372680). Admission 25p. Refreshments.

M]JH Electrical Services

Power - Lighting — Storage Heaters
Full | Part Rewires
Upgrade Fuse Boards and Earthing
No Job Too Small
FREE Advice - FREE Estimates
NO Call Out Charge
Telephone

01634 233852 - 07721071440

: A Freedom through
self-defence

Build your self confidence and awareness

Learn self discipline and control aggression

Have fun and relieve stress
;%J Classes on Thursday 8-10pm

For more info call Lee on
). 08000937824 _(

PROFESSIONAL WILL
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Published: December 1st
Copy date: November 16th
Price: £1.65 per line

Average 4 words to a line

Please contact H. Mackay Muller,
5 Mereshorough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP,

Tel: 231307

GRASS MOWING, HEDGE
cutting, Weeding, Garden tidying.
Friendly service. 01634 378763.

Property Maintenance. Phone Les
on 01634 312339 or 07932
352839. Anytime. No call out
charge. Free estimates.

LOWER HALSTOW VICAR
1902-24. Rev E.R. Olive is the
subject of an article in this
month’s BYGONE KENT (part 2
next month). £2.50 from Rainham
Bookshop, 17-25 Station Road.
£2.90 per issue by post, or £26.00
post free (£32.00 overseas) for an
annual subscription. An ideal gift.

REGISTRATION. Fixed prices.
Single £45.00. Double £65.00.
Home visits 9am to 9pm. Contact
Mr K.R. Smith, Local Wills
Register Agent, 01634 312654,

ANAM CARA HOLISTIC
Therapies. Christmas Gift
Vouchers. Reiki Treatments/
Attunements, Indian Head
Massage, Birth Charts, Card
Readings, Talks/Workshops.
371788.




WOOL N CRAFT,

136 Maidstone Road. 231940,
Plain Buttons 2p. Zips 50p.
Pecl-offs 99p or 6 for £5.
Kool-Kidz Chunky Yarns and
Patterns. Coloured Aida various
counts. Advent calendars &
stocking panels £6.99. Crochet
Bells £2.99. New cards from Old
course in January. Framing
Service.

REFLEXOLOGY. Holistic
therapy to aid relaxation and help
the body heal itsclf. For further
information or to book an
appointment please contact Jenifer
Carr MBSR on Medway 376784

PRUNING - Trees, Hedges,

Shrubs. Fully qualified & insured.

Jim Lindsay — 01634 366923,

HOME TUITION ENGLISH to
GCSE level. 11+ Coaching,
Creative Writing a speciality.
Jill Dixon BA Tel 234577.

LEAKING TAPS RESEATED
Loft and Toilet overflows.
Medway 262912,

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
elderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work. Free
denture repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 408438,

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken. Estimates Free,
Phone Dave Moon on 375069,

MATHS/PHYSICS TUITION
GCE *A’ level, GCSE etc. Private
tuition in your home by highly
experienced/qualified tutor,
B.Sc.Hons, Cert. in Education.
Please ring 01634 377267,

CALLIGRAPHY writing for all
occasions, Phone Karena on
01634 377871/01622 632643

LIGHTEN YOUR DARKNESS.
Call Barry Pickance - Electrician
for all domestic electrical work.
No job too small - Free estimates
—emergency callout. Med 372739,
PILATES CLASSES!

Matwork courses, 1-1, workshops
taught by a fully qualified
member of Body Control Pilates
Association. A friendly and safe
atmosphere! For more details ring
Sarah Willson 07748087537.

ST MATTHEW'S Community
Centre available for hire.
Medway 235518 or 370492,

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and all Garden
Machinery repairs. Med 361217.

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift shop
in the area, we have built up a
reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print, oil
or medals, you will always find
advice on hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 31 Station
Road, Rainham. Tel. 361436.

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS. Kent
Villages etc. Ideal for club

evenings, usually available at
short notice. £15 per evening.
Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240.

SPAIN - COSTA BLANCA
Individually designed Villa,

2 Double Bedrooms and

2 Bathrooms, Lounge with Sofa
Bed, Dining Room & F/F Kitchen
10x5m private pool & BBQ.
Covered and uncovered terraces.
Close to restaurants, shops, sca
and golf. Available all year
round. Phone Med: 318781.

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates.
Ron James: 01795 520635.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing
and general domestic/building
work. Reasonable rates.

01634 230821 or 07903 339388.

GUITAR TUITION Qualified
experienced specialist in teaching
adults. Med 376608.

BED AND BREAKFAST
Friendly atmosphere, close
Gillingham Business Park,
Established 16 years.
01634 854193,

BUY DIRECT FROM THE
FARMER - Apples from our
prize-winning orchards now
available, including Cox, Gala,
Bramley, Pears etc.

From PUMP FARM, Pump Lane
(below bridge), Rainham.

Open 6 days per week [0am-5pm
Closcd Mondays only.

(Our farmshop policy is to sell
local/Kent produce.)

PIANO, KEYBOARD, FLUTE
tuition. Exp. teacher Med 378038

MOBILE DISCO

“Dance Away with S & A™,
Any Occasion.

All types of music.

From Disco to Latin
Contact

Sharon: 07786 133346
Adam: 07786 133386.

FREE STUDIO SPACE FOR
ARTISTS available in the Art
Gallery Upstairs at the Rainham
Bookshop, 17-25 Station Road.
Call in for more details.

SEMI RETIRED LOCAL MAN
Available for Home Maintenance
& repairs including decorating,
sheds, gutters, odd jobs, grass
cutting cte. Ring 375061.

The Hideaway Nursery for
Seasonal Bedding, Shrubs,
Climbers & Trees. Garden
Design, Landscaping &
Maintenance Service.
01634 231693.

105 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance. Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Gravel
Laid, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and
Refelted, all types Fencing.
No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,
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UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Recently refurbished with
facilities for the disabled,
including induction loop for the
hard of hearing. Ideal hall for
Weddings, parties and meetings
Attractive setting-Ample parking
To book phone: 01634 364859

THE STORY OF MACKLANDS
is one of the articles in the
November issue of Bygone Kent
published 10th November at £2.50.
Rainham Bookshop,

17-25 Station Road.

ACCORDION TUITION
Roger Letley 01634 230434.

PIANO & KEYBOARD Lessons.
Relaxed and Reasonable.
Pam Ormiston 01634 365789.

Chiropodist J. JUDGE A.Ch.P.
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
Home Visits. Med 361720,

PLUMBER Corgi Reg
Fireplaces, Bathrooms, Gas work,
Central Heating all undertaken.
Tel: Gary 01634 365484,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close

Sunday - 10.15am

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031,

D.A.C. GARDEN SERVICE
General Garden Maintenance
undertaken. No job oo small.
Tel: 01634 371005

LIVE MUSIC!! Dickie Diamond
and The Replays.

Music from the 60s and 70s for
Dances, Anniversaries, etc.

Call Dave 01634 231523.

NAIL EXTENSIONS for
Christmas! Friendly, professional
manicures and nail extensions.
For an appointment contact Julia
07759 766160.

JOHN INNES SEED &
POTTING COMPOST always
available. 20 kilo bag: £2.50.
Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat: £9.50. Meresborough
Nursery - Medway 231639,

SLIMMING WORLD CLASSES
Wigmore Mondays 7-8.30pm,
Scout Hall, Edward Close.
Rainham Tuesdays 6 & 7.30pm
Signal Court, Station Road

Tel: Maggic 01634 235733.

BOOK-KEEPING SERVICES
Fast & Efficient, including VAT
returns, Payroll etc. phone
01634 724225 after 5.30pm.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood
Green. Two separate Sunday
morning services. Informal
‘Secker Service” 9.15am to
10.15am. Intimacy Service
10.45am to 12.15pm. Further
details from Richard Hayton
01634 235799.

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS
taken in the comfort of your
home. Portrait and family groups.
Ideal Xmas presents. Excellent
value. Caroline, 01634 389185.

KITCHEN WORKTOP JOINTS.
Professional fitter of kitchens,
bedrooms, stair banisters and all
general carpentry work. Phone
Paul Whitehead on 01634 301961

TREE & SHRUB SURGERY
Garden Welfare & Planning.
Life Time of Experience.

Ray Wade Medway 233957.
MOBILE HAIRDRESSING
for the elderly. Good rates &
service. Phone 01634 261419
mobile 07816 286256.

DRUM KIT, Sonor, Snare, bass
tom-tom, side tom-tom. Hi-hat

and 3 cymbals. Bongos. Cowbell.

Wood block. Accessories. Stool.
£190.00. Medway 366318.

ADVERTISING RATES

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11lam and 6.30pm,
Treasure Seekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

For STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
new or reconditioned. Also
clectrical work carried out.

Tel: Contact for Electrical
01634 374524 for free estimate.

TREE STUMP GRINDING
AND TREE REMOVAL
SERVICE. Tel Roger Alsey,
01634 376776 for an estimate.

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
*The Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552.

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 234149,

LADYFAIR HAIR STYLISTS
are promoting a new Goldwell
Perm prior to Christmas. Normal
price £35.00. Introductory price
only £25.00. Book now for this
exceptional offer. Phone 01634
376507.

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS.

Kent Villages etc. Ideal for club
cvenings, usually available at
short notice.

Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240.

INTERIOR HOME
DECORATING by lady
decorators. Competitive rates.
Pleasc call 01795 410763 for
free, written estimate.

With the continuing building of new houses in the area we have

increased our print run to 20,000.

1/8th page One issue: £31.00
Three issues: £85.50
Twelve issues:  £323.00

Small Ads per line per issue: £1.65

Concessionary rates for Small Ads are available for Charities.

All rates are on the basis of prepayment. Please make cheques
payable to Action Forum and send to 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 8PP. Copy date is usually
the penultimate Saturday cach month, for publication the first

Saturday of the next month.



’ IT'S YOUR MOVE ...
MIKE 0 BRIEN AND WE HAVE A MORTGAGE TO SUIT
INSURANCE SERVICES Status & Non-status Mortgages
Buy To Let Mortgages, 100% Morigages

(Independent Intermediary)
Re-mortgages

HOUSEHOLD & CAR INSURANCE
TRAVEL & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE Call Michael O’Brien Insurance Services
Serving the people of Rainham for a free consultation (01634-302701)

since 1969 33 Station Road, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7RS

01634 373757
WRITTEN QUCY [-\Tll'a\‘i }’_T{l;.i);!': l,\\: i’.:}‘l ST

g ek s eimese @)

or email on www.lowcost-insurance.net
33 Station Road Rainham Kent

CEEY s o ARPETLINE

BLINDS

which is regubared by the Persaml

CURTAINS
All Fabric supplied and ~ All Types of Blinds supplied
made to order & fitted
*Venetian +Vertical SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
+All Styles Design Service <Roller *Plisse Pleated P .
*Samples brougt%t to your +Dim out Blinds Car, pets, R ugs and Vinyl SUppres
home and many more HOME SELECTION SERVICE
FREE MEASURING & DESIGN SERVICE Available Daytime. Evenings & Weekends
& Tel 01634 233200 Fax 01634 232115 Medway 234882
THE SHOP WHERE
NOTHING IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE

GILLINGHAM BUSINESS PARK

NEW ART EXHIBITION
OPENS SATURDAY 10TH NOVEMBER
PREVIEW OPEN EVENING FRIDAY 9th 7-9pm

includes a demonstration of Encaustic Art
by Evelyn Harmon upstairs and a talk on

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILWG, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS
For Free Estimates tefephone:

the Kajiedo District of Kenya by Roger Milton
01634 375069

in our new extension.

RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
17-25 Station Road, Rainham, Kent MEB 7RS A
Tel 01634 371591 Fax 01634 262114 No Job g LARGE or SMALL
WE DO THEM “ALL”

www.rainhambookshop.co.uk

In time of need ...

EIR

A private family owned and run business

o 24 hour Personal Service ® Home visits if preferred ® Private Chapels of Rest

¢ Monumental Masons e Pre-arranged Funeral Plans ¢ Horse Drawn Hearse available

i 373111 g L
25 New Road, Chatham

Kent ME4 4QJ .

130 High Street, Rainham

127 Watling Street
Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Car parking available

Kent ME8 8AR
Car parking available




