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Cozenton Farm after the renovations made in the late 1950s. Following Freddie Cooper’s memories of the
farm when he was a child, published a couple of years ago, this month we begin a series of more recent
recollections from Colin Clifford of life at the farm in the 1960s.

Robert J. Kitney

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction
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Fditorial

It is good to sec walks listed again in our Diary
pages; although the foot and mouth crisis is far from
over at least we now have a more reasonable
approach and footpaths that pose no danger to farm
animals can be used. It is, of course, up to cach one of
us to be responsible and if there is the slightest risk
that the infection could have been picked up then do
the sensible thing and avoid walking near any other
farm land for a good few weeks. However, the
rclaxation of restrictions does mean we can all enjoy
what is left of the summer by taking walks in the
countryside. One comment that has been made is that
mosf of the walks commence a fair distance from
Rainham and if you like to walk but do not drive they
are almost impossible to reach. Perhaps regular
participants would be willing to give lifts, all that is
needed is a contact phone number beside each walk
of someone who intends to go and has spare seats
available. Petrol costs could be shared and parking
difficulties relieved if enough walkers took part.
Alternatively walkers without transport could begin
their own programme of rambles all starting very
locally. We are fortunate that we have a good variety
of routes available. If you are interested write to
Action Forum and you may soon have your own
group of friends to accompany on walks.

August is traditionally the holiday period, so many
socicties and clubs have a month off but they are
already committed to next year’s programme so a
sudden bulge appears in the diary as soon as term
starts in September. All those mentioned in Action
Forum welcome new members, we try to print a
contact number for each group so you can find out
more if you are interested, but if that is not available
you would be very welcome to turn up at a meeting to
find out more. Recently we have been given diary
dates for the Medway Geographical Society who
meet on the fourth Friday each month at the Adult
Education Centre, Green Street, Gillingham; this [
must admit is a new one to me but I am sure new
faces would be welcome.

Enrolment also continues for Adult Education
classes, now is the time to study the prospectus and
decide which courses you would like to take next
year, Remember some classes qualify for the Adult
Learning Supplement so it may not cost as much as it

first appears; staff at the centres will be able to tell
you more.

Whether you are going away or staying at home do
have a very good month and we will see you again in
September.

Corresponcfence

GILLINGHAM RECORDED MUSIC SOCIETY
Dear Editor,

As from September we have changed the venue for
our meetings to St Augustine’s Church Room at the
top of Rock Avenue, Gillingham. The mectings will
continue to be at the same times, 7.15 to 9.15pm on
alternate Friday evenings.

Listen to the recorded music of great composers
and their masterworks on high quality equipment in
comfortable surroundings. Whether you are a
confirmed listener to classical music or just like
listening you will be very welcome. We are a small
friendly society and of course would welcome new
members. Why not come along and join us, there is
free parking. If you would like to know more about
our group or would like a programme, please contact
cither myself on 852905 or Bill Davidson on 576691.

Yours sincerely
J.E. Stewart (Secretary)

GARDEN AFTERNOON
Dear Editor,

The Garden Afternoon in aid of the Cancer Caring
Fund, held on June 8th at 53 Lakewood Drive, raised
£574 on the day. I would like to thank all my friends
for their help on the day and over the years, also all
the people who have supported this charity. We have
received a very generous donation of £450 making
our grand total £1,024. This is our “final fling’ so we
certainly went out with a bang.

Although this was the last Garden Party at
Lakewood Drive I am pleased to say the charity will
still be continuing at another address so I look
forward to sceing you all there.

Thanking you
Mabel Crocker

MEDWAY EVACUEES
Dear Editor,

The next meeting of the Medway Evacuees
Reunion Group will be Wednesday September 12th,
1.00-4.00pm, at Riverside Indoor Bowling Green,
Dock Road, Chatham. We welcome any interested
visitors, more information about the group may be
obtained from myself on 01634 814922, If you were
evacuated during the Second World War and would
like to meet with others who shared your experiences
do get in touch.

Yours sincerely
Jean Simmons
(Secretary)

THE LORD STANLEY
Dear Editor,

In 1928 I moved with my family from
Meresborough to the Otterham area. I am able to
confirm that The Lord Stanley was a general shop
selling sweets and vegetables but by that time no
longer sold beer or spirits. It was owned by Mr
Barnes and family and was on the bottom right hand
side going up Windmill Hill and was, I would think,
Just in Upchurch parish. In my youth, before joining
the Royal Navy, I often biked to that store. I would
like to finish by sending best wishes to my
contemporary Freddie Cooper and say how much I
enjoy his articles and the rest of Action Forum which
is sent to me by my daughter.

Yours faithfully
Harry Howting
c/o 9 Bathleaze
Kings Stanley
Stonehouse

LOCAL POTTER Glos. GL10 3IN

Dear Editor,

[ have just completed my BA (Hons) Ceramics at
the Kent Institute of Art and Design. Now the really
hard part is upon us — making our way in the real
world!

I have two requests which [ would like to make
through the pages of your magazine.

Along with a couple of friends I am now looking
for suitable premises in the Rainham, Gillingham arca
where we can work and hopefully become established
in time. We are also looking for any second hand
pottery cquipment, kilns, wheel, etc. that might be
sitting quietly in someone’s shed or garage and that
we can put to good use.

The second request is regarding the history of the
now defunct Rainham and Upchurch Potteries. Does
anyone know where they were located or where the
descendants of the potters went to? I know one of
them was a Mr Edward Baker and would love to
know more.

Please contact me at the address below.

Best wishes
Pam Dodds

01634 378692 10 Bendon Way

ATTENTION ALL WIGMORE RESIDENTS

Although Wigmore Community & Residents
Association has been formed for a number of years
there is just a chance that some residents may not
have heard of us,

Our aim is to do all we can to ensure that Wigmore
continues to be a safe and pleasant place in which to
live.

We take up issues with the local authority and with
our ¢lected representatives which are of concern to
the membership and relevant to the Wigmore arca.

Membership is open to all residents of Wigmore
and we are always ready to welcome new members,
Membership per household is a bargain at only £1 per
year, £5 for 5 years,

PLEASE JOIN US
We need your support — you don’t know when you
might need ours.

To join contact John on 361975.

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer door to door distributors are needed for

Action Forum in the following areas. If you have an

hour or so to spare once a month we would be very

pleased to hear from you,

Lower Halstow Village

Most of the roads between and including Lonsdale
Drive/Deanwood Drive and Mierscourt Road

Farthing Comner Estate Oastview

Maidstone Road (from A2 to Bettescombe)

Rainham High Strect Moor Park Close

X Findlay Designs

1
Hand Made Curtains,
| Blinds, Swags & Tails plus
Quality Curtain Tracks
Supplied and Fitted

Free Curtain Design Consultation
in the comfort of your own home

For that sophisticated look Ring
Sharon Findlag orre. Tel. 01634 262135

SALMON WINDOWS

A family run business for alf
Yyour double glazing needs

® Replacement Windows & Doors

® Conservatories — Designed & Built
® Porches

® UPVC, Soffit, Fascia & Guttering

® Misted Sealed Units Replaced

For advice and very compelitive quote

Medway 363881

[ &

Abbeyfield

! Where older people find ¥ care in housing

DAY CARE
avatlable for pensioners between
9.00 and 3.00pm or 6.00pm
Comc and meet peeple -
have your Hair done and Good Food
at Rogers House Residential Home
Contact: Mrs Pam Harrington—
01634 262266 KCC Registered
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Diary 2001

Keeper: Mrs Christine Smith
275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries
Diary Copy Date:16th August 2001

August 4th - Royal Star and Garter Home Military
Tattoo, Historic Dockyard, Chatham. Ring 234973
for details.

August 5th — Medway Towns Footpath Group, meet
2.00pm Charing. 6.5 miles. Dogs on leads.

August 7th — Gillingham Horticultural Society. Floral
Art Group. Evening out to visit a Garden.

August 8th — Bredhurst WI. Mrs Pat Jeffrey: Herbs
for Health. Competition: An Item in Tin.
7.30pm in the Village Hall.

August 8th - Rainham Flower Club (Kent) Outing.

August 8th — Medway Camcorder Club, Medway
Yacht Club, Borstal. 7.30pm. Titles and how to
create them, ring 371570 for details.

August 12th —Mid-Kent Astronomical Society. Solar
Observing at Riverside Country Park. Telescopes
will be set up (weather permitting) for safe
observing of the Sun. 11.00am to 5.00pm.

August 12th — Medway Towns Footpath Group. Meet
2.00pm Snodland Village Car Park. 6 miles.

NO dogs.

August 13th — Medway Spinners Dyers & Weavers
Association. Off Loom Weaving. 7.30 to 9.30pm at
the Annexe (Urchins Playgroup) building in
Marlborough Road, Gillingham.

August 13th — Countryside Event Evening Bird
Cruise. Tickets £12 book & pay in advance.

Ring 378987.

August 14th — Medway Scrabble Club. 2.00 to
4.30pm. Riverside Indoor Bowls Complex,
Chatham.

August 14th - Medway Antiques and Collectors
Club. 7.30 for 8.00pm. Gordon Hotel, High Street,
Rochester. Treasures of the India Office Library —
Mrs M. Poulter.

August 14th — Gillingham and District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society. An amusing and informative
talk on growing Geraniums and Pelargoniums by
Derek James from the Vernan Geranium Nursery
at Cheam. 7.30pm, The Rainham School for Girls,
Derwent Way, Rainham. .

August 14th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club. The Red Cross (Gillingham Centre),

31 Balmoral Road, Gillingham. 8.00 to 10.00pm.
Ring 862673 for details.

August 15th — Bredhurst Garden Club. Trevor Teath.
Talk: ‘Design and Planting Concept” FUCHSIA
SHOW. 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

August 15th — Wigmore Afternoon Townswomen’s
Guild. Competition: Unusual Shoe Horn. 1.45 to
4.15pm. Howard Hall, Woodside, Wigmore.

August 15th — Rochester & West Kent Art Society.
Barbecue at 628 Lower Rainham Road. 7.00pm.
Cost £2. Bring your own drinks. Please let Pat
Maynard-Smith on 01634 233053 know
beforchand.

August 16th — Rainham WI. Speaker Mrs G.
Wakefield. 1.45pm, Methodist Church Hall,
Corner of Wakeley/Station Road, Rainham.

August 18th — Quiz Night, 8.00pm start. Oasthouse
Community Centre, Granary Close, adjacent to
Rainham Station. Ring 374558 for details.

August 19th — Medway Towns Footpath Group meet
2.00pm Kingswood Village IHall. 7.5 miles. Dogs
on leads.

August 20th — Rainham Evening WI. Letter ‘H’. *The
Fuchsia as a Pot Plant’ — Jack Fiddick, Gillingham
HS. 7.30pm. Platters Farm Lodge, Highfield Road,
Rainham.

August 22nd — Medway Camcorder Club. Smin
Competition (sce 8th Aug).

August 25th — Countryside Event, Capstone Green
Craft Day. 10.30am to 4.00pm. Adults £1,
Children 50p. Ring 812196 for details.

August 26th — Medway Towns Footpath Group meet
2.00pm Borstal Recreation Ground, Manor Lane.
5 miles. Dogs on leads.

August 28th — Medway Scrabble Club (sce 14th Aug).

August 28th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club (see 14th Aug).

201795 522 200

Specialist kitchen / bedroom suppliers
Appliances and ceramic tiles

Wildwinds Barn, Norton Crossroads,
Teynham, Sittingbourne, Kent, MES 9JY

www.roots.eu.com/af.htm

GREG BRYANT
CONSTRUCTION
MEDWAY 231321

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER
EXTENSIONS BLOCK PAVING
ROOF CONVERSIONS
NABC Free Surveys

s and Estimates
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August 28th, 29th, 30th & 31st — Wigmore
Evangelical Freechurch, Durham Road, are holding
cvery morning from 10.00 to 12.00 a holiday Bible
Club. All children are welcome, aged 5 to 11 years.
For more information contact Rev. T.J. Wood on
Medway 388187,

August 30th — Rainham & District Dolls House &
Miniaturist Group. 7.30pm, Oast House, Granary
Close, Station Road, Rainham. For further
information telephone Sylvia Wildridge 312038,

August 31st — Countryside Event, Creatures of the
Night Walk. 8.00 to 10.00pm, Capstone Farm Park.
Ring 812196 to book.

September Ist — The National Childbirth Trust.
2.00pm to 4.00pm. Nearly New Sale at Holy
Trinity Church Hall, Twydall Lane, Gillingham.
Admission 30p. Sale of babies/children’s toys,
clothes & equipment and maternity items.
Refreshments available. Further information
telephone 07950 939898 or visit website at
www.netmedway.org.uk

September Ist — Coffec Morning at Papillon,

7 Houghton Avenue, Hempstead. 10.30am. Inner
Wheel Club in aid of charity, do come along with a
friend, all welcome.

September st — Rainham (Kent) Horticultural
Society will be holding their annual Fruit, Flower
and Vegetable Show at Parkwood Community
Centre, Rainham, 2.00 to 4.00pm. Admission Free.

September 2nd — Medway Towns Footpath Group
meet 10.00am Linton Church car park. 6 miles.
Dogs on leads.

September 4th — Gillingham Horticultural Society.
Floral Art Group. All Tied Up - an evening to
practice weaving, plaiting, etc. 7.30pm, United
Reformed Church, Balmoral Road, Gillingham.

September 4th — Wigmore Afternoon Townswomen’s
Guild. A Coffee Morning to be held 10.30am to
12.00 noon at 86 Lyndhurst Avenue, Wigmore.

All proceeds to the Air Ambulance Fund.

September 4th — Medway Towns Footpath Group
meet 7.00pm, Mote Park car park (via Mote
Avenue). 5 miles. Dogs on leads.

September 5th — Friendship Circle. Christian
Fellowship. 2.15pm. Telephone 365758 for further
information.

173 High Street
RAINHAM
Kent MES 8AY
Med. 365892

5 BIKES

RALEIGH:DIAMOND BACK:OTHERS
ALL REPAIRS WELCOME
FAMILY SHOP EST. 25 YRS

September 5th — Medway Camcorder Club. ‘“Make
‘em Laugh’ (sce 8th Aug).

September 6th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Chelsea
Pensioners — Talk by Joy Wittington. 2.00pm,

St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore. For people over the age of 50.
For further information telephone 235507.

September 6th - Countryside Event Talk, 7.30pm,
Capstone Farm Country Park. ‘Traditional Coppice
Crafts’. Ring 812196 to book.

September 6th-8th — Medway Adult Education
Information Stand, Hempstead Valley Shopping
Centre.

September 8th — Bredhurst Garden Club
(see 15th Aug).

September 9th — Countryside Event. History Walk,
10.00 to 12.00 noon, Capstone Farm Country Park.
Ring 812196 to book.

September 9th — Medway Towns Footpath Group
meet 2.00pm Doddington Chequers — park in road
not pub car park. 6 miles. NO dogs.

September 10th — Medway Spinners Dyers &
Weavers Association. Making Silk & Other Paper
— demonstration by Claudie Tingley
(sce 13th Aug).

September 11th — Medway Scrabble Club
(see 14th Aug).

September 11th — Gillingham and District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society. Fuchsia ‘Chit Chat’ talk by

George Bartlet, Vice President of the British
Fuchsia Society.

September 11th — Rainham Afternoon
Townswomen’s Guild. Games of your Choice.
2.00pm, St Margaret's Millennium Centre,
Gatekeeper Chase, Rainham.

Septembe 11th — Medway Antiques and Collectors
Club. Hop pickers, hovels, huts & houses.

Mr Robin Walton, 7.30 for 8.00pm (see 14th Aug).

September 11th — Rainham Evening Machine
Knitting Club (sce 14th Aug).

September [ 1th — Medway Adult Education guidance
evening, 6.30 to 8.00pm, Rainham. Ring 850235
for details.

Continued on page 13
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KW ELECTRONIC
SERVICES
No Call Out Charge

All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.
Repaired & Serviced

ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO
FOR SALE

All work guaranteed at least 3 months

TELEPHONE; Medway 364943

AU types of guality

PRINTING
POSTER PRINTS TO AO SIZE

LD honTzE

COLOUR COPY - PRINT & SIGNS

18 STATION ROAD. RAINHAM, KENT MES 7/PH DS O00 783 097 <%

G.P.
PRIVATE PRACTICE

Dr M 1. MURPHY
MB, BCh

1 Crevequer Chambers
35 High Street, Rainham
Monday - Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333

= TREE MANAGEMENT

= CHIFFING

Sme™ LINDSA

* MULCH —— o,
= FIREWOOD & COMPANY

TREE SURGEONS

JIM LINDSAY
TEL/FAX 01634 366923

CALLOWS HOUSE, HAM GREEN,
SITTINGBOURNE, KENT ME9 7HE

( City Blinds & Covers
Unit 28 Pier Road Industrial Estate,
Gillingham, Kent ME7 1RZ,
SPECIALISTS IN:

e Blinds e Upholstery o Loose Covers
e Curtains e Accessories
e Foam cut to size

0800 085 0747

Web site: www.citycovers.co.uk  E-mail: info@citycovers.co.uk

('S.B. BRICKWORK LTD )

BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken

Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

JOHN MORLEY & CO.
Solicitors
29/31 High Street, Rainham, Kent

WILLS & PROBATE
Medway 379222

All your other legal requirements
Medway 375444

CHRIS TONG

REPLACEMENT WINDOW AND DOUBLE
GLAZING SPECIALIST
ALL WORK PERSONALLY RECOMMENDED
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Telephone: Medway 371172

Corresponcfence

HARVEST TEA
Dcar Editor,

On Sunday 30th Scptember The Lions Club of
Gillingham and their partners arc arranging a Harvest
Tea, in the Millennium Centre (behind the church),
Rainham.

We would like to invite Senior Citizens of the area
to join us for tea and entertainment. FREE tickets are
available by post from Mrs F. Holton, 23 Church
Mews, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent, MES 8LB, by
telephoning Med. 387095 or Med. 387991 (Mrs M.
Banks) or from The Age Concern Centre, 131-133
High Street, Rainham.

Transport can be arranged and we would
particularly like to see people who live alone or don’t
have the opportunity to get out too often. Please
encourage family, friends and neighbours to attend.

Arrival time is 3.30pm for 4pm and we hope many
of you will take the opportunity to enjoy this
afternoon and perhaps visit the new Millennium
Centre for the first time, Come and see the view!

Yours sincerely
Felicity M. Holton (Mrs)
on behalf of
Gillingham Lions Club
ADULT EDUCATION
Dear Editor,

I'am writing in response to the comments in your
Editorial in the July edition concerning the delivery
of the adult and community learning service
directories.

As you are aware, our directory is delivered ‘door
to door’ to give the best access to all Medway
residents to the learning opportunities available, It is
very difficult to find an alternative reliable company
to carry out these deliveries and conscquently we use
Royal Mail. As we have discovered, this service
needs to be booked years in advance to have any
chance of obtaining acceptable dates because Royal
Mail will only take a finite number of deliveries per
week and the large companies book the slots
nationally,

The date for the start of 2001/2 enrolment was
fixed around the Royal Mail, with all deliveries
having been completed by Saturday 30th June.

I welcome people to contact me if this was not the
case.

Can I remind the readers of Action Forum that
enrolment continues all year round and that classes
start and end at various times, There is still plenty of
time to enrol for courses commencing in September,
although the more popular courses do tend to fill
more quickly. You can obtain information and enrol
for courses throughout the summer by telephoning
01634 850235.

[ draw readers” attention to the information, advice
and guidance sessions in the arca in September:
Monday 10th September 6.30-8.00pm at Chatham

Grammar School for Girls
Tuesday 11th September 6.30-8.00pm at Rainham

Mark Grammar School
Thursday 13th September 6.30-8.00pm at Rainham

Mark Grammar School
Saturday 15th September 10.00am to 1.00pm at

Gillingham, Green Street

Yours sincerely
Marilyn Elford

COUNTRYSIDE ACTIVITIES

Medway Council organise a variety of events for all
ages and interests. From walks and talks to craft days
and country fairs, from adult study days and pruning
sessions to children’s activities. These are listed in
the diary.

A good place to discover more about countryside
and other green activities is at one of Medway’s two
country parks.

Capstone Farm Country Park has 280 acres of
countryside including ancient woodlands, meadows
and orchards. Facilities include a visitor centre, café
and camping field available to organised groups.
For more information on Capstone’s facilities
telephone 01634 812196.

Riverside Country Park is situated on the
Medway Estuary and its habitats include saltmarsh,
reedbeds, ponds and meadows. Facilities include a
visitor centre and café. For more information
telephone 01634 378987,

REFLEXOLOGY

An ancient treatment that helps to relieve today's illnesses

HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or to book an
appointment
Home visits available

David Stride M.B.S.R., M.B.R.C.P.(Reflexology)
196 Wigmore Road, Wigmore, Glllingham, Kent
MES 0TL

Tel: 01634 365510
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® Maps for Planning Applications @
@ Plots on Paper, Film or Disk, Choice of Scale @
@ Mounted Laminated Maps @
@® Aerlal Photography @
@ Historical Mapping back to 1860's ®

For professtonal advice contact:

Kent Drawing Publications Lid.,
21 Station Road, Rainham, Kent MES 7RS
Tel: 01634 238238 Fax: 01634 238239




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JULY

Richard Mabey, writing in his book ‘Flora
Britannica’, states that churchyards are, in many
parishes, the last refuge of flowers such as meadow
saxifrage, green winged orchid and hoary plantain,
The latter species can be found in our own

St Margaret’s churchyard but the other two cannot.
The predominant wild flower in the churchyard in
July was the dog (or ox-eye) daisy, although other
fiowers such as evergreen alkanet (which has small,
bright blue petals), toadflax and creeping cinquefoil
were also in bloom.

Richard Mabey also notes that churchyard walls
and tombstones are frequently colonised by lichens,
ferns, mosses and other small plants. A bright orange
lichen (Xanthoria) can be seen on a number of
gravestones in St Margaret’s churchyard and small
ferns such as maidenhead spleenwort and black
spleenwort grow in the churchyard walls. The stone
chippings which have been spread between the
kerbstones of a number of graves have proved an
ideal habitat for reflexed stonecrop and biting
stonecrop. Both have small, star-like yellow flowers
which are in bloom in July.

Many pear and cherry trees were lost when the
orchard to the south of the church was developed.
More trees will be lost (including a cherry plum
which flowers in early spring) when the Cricketers
car park is extended towards the new Millennium
Hall. As some compensation, many native trees and
shrubs have been planted in the strip of land between
the churchyard wall and the new houses. They
include beech, rowan, field maple, cherry, blackthorn,
hazel, hawthorn, hornbeam, dogwood, holly and
privet.

A number of churchyards in Kent have been
designated Sites of Nature Conservation by Kent
Wildlife Trust. St Margaret’s churchyard is, I think,
too extensively mowed to attract any accolade from
the Trust. But the churchyard has two features which,
for me, make it very special. The first is its ancient
yew which is almost certainly older than the church

BUILDING CONTRACTS & GROUNDWORK

GTA

Driveways

Drainage Fencing

Patios

s 01634 264090

= 07931 175220

building itself. It would have been well established
when, for example, Chaucer passed by on his way to
Canterbury in 1370. A few months ago two of the
lower branches of the yew dropped to the ground
although both retained some connection with the
trunk. It is now clear, however, that one of the
branches has died although the other appears to be
alive and well. Fortunately, yew trees are remarkably
resilient, despite the internal decay to which they
eventually become prone, and can live for a thousand
years and more.

The second feature which makes St Margaret's so
special is the colony of swifts which nest under the
eaves of the church. For most of July the parent birds
will be feeding their young but in about the fourth
week the young will leave their nests and thereafter
look after themselves. Those birds which are
brooding their young will spend their nights in their
nesting spaces. Those swifts which arc not breeding,
mainly thosc which are only a year old, sleep in the
air. At dusk they begin to circle higher and higher
until they disappear from sight. They remain aloft
until sunrise, catnapping on any currents of rising air
between short spells of flapping to regain height.

Swifts were traditionally called *devil birds’
because of the way they shatter the peace and quict of
the Sabbath Day by their screeching. Derwent May,
the nature correspondent of The Times, claims that
those parties of swifts which spend their summer
evenings speeding and screaming over the rooftops
arc made up of male birds showing off to the females.
I am not sure whether he can prove his theory but it
sounds convincing to me!

Joe Ennis

MEMORIES OF THE FINAL YEARS OF
COZENTON FARM, 1963 to 1966

[ read with interest Freddie Cooper’s memories of
Cozenton Farm (May to September 1999). [ had
thought that all traces of it had long been expunged
from our local history.

[t is a place that holds very special memories for
me, as [ too spent formative years there. Aged from
cight to eleven I could be found in this magical place
roaming through its forests of fruit trees, across its
endless plains of grass, encountering the huge woolly

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved
DECORATING - Internal / External

Established 1988
NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
Rainham 07970 555650
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beasts that lived there before retreating to one of th:
many flint built ramparts to survey my kingdom.
After a refreshing Victoria plum I might hop nto
one of the many vehicles dotted around the place and!
become a tractor driver or a lorry driver or anything
else that my imagination could create. After a few

Worcester apples picked fresh from the tree it was oft’

to explore the dark recesses of the farm buildings
never knowing what I might encounter. To have your
own private picce of countryside is an idyllic way to
spend a childhood.

Personally I did not arrive in Rainham until the age
of seven, having been born in foreign parts on the
other side of the River Medway in North Kent. We
moved to Twydall in 1963; [ will always remember
that winter when the snow was up to the window
ledges.

Cyril Stephens, the last to farm the property (letter
Oct 2000), lived a few doors away and [ became a
friend of his son; who was understandably popular,
with a constant queuc of small boys wanting to visit
his farm.

Unlike the others I took to the country life and
have stayed friends with Cyril Stephens and his
brother Ken for the past thirty-five years. Ken
unfortunately moved on to the great farmyard in the
sky in June 2000,

Brothers Cyril and Ken Stephens began renting the
farm from Mrs Richardson in 1958 and there is an
interesting article in the East Kent Gazette of
December 11th 1959 detailing their fight to save the
land from the developers. I note with interest that
such news was reported in the Sittingbourne local
paper, not in similar Medway-based publications,
which shows that thirty years after Rainham was
devolved to Gillingham there was a greater interest in
our affairs in the countryside around Sittingbourne
than in the increasingly urban Medway Towns.

The article gives an interesting insight into
‘Cozenten’, as they spell it:

‘... When the brothers first came to the 21 acre

smallholding half of it was overgrown [ruit

plantation and the rest was rough grassland ...’
¢... The farmhouse itself was deep in the
undergrowth and sadly in need of repair ...

*... They started near the house and worked

outwards, grubbing, burning, ploughing and

planting potatoes and other market garden

crops ...’

*... When they are finished only two acres of the

original fruit, Napoleon and Black Eagle cherries

will remain ...’
This would indicate that post war the farm went into a
serious decline.

This period is better covered by Freddie Cooper’s
previous articles but it is interesting to note how
people’s lives were interwoven within a small village
community.

Cyril Stephens worked at R.G. Hodge’s garage at
Rainham Mark; a large brick built building with a
green roller shutter door as I recall. It stood on the
site now occupied by the modern petrol station.

One of Cyril’s duties was to act as driver for
Mr Hodge’s father-in-law who by coincidence was
Mr Richardson of Cozenton Farm.

As petrol was rationed and farmers had a higher
allowance Cyril would drive to Cozenton where
Mr Richardson would supply just enough fuel for his
required journey and not a drop more. It must be
remembered that petro! rationing did not end until
May 1950. This introduced Cyril to the farming
world and sparked an interest that would result in he
and his brother being the last custodians of Cozenton
Farm.

To be continued Colin Clifford, 01634 360435

CHILDREN’S SUMMER HOLIDAY

COUNTRYSIDE EVENTS

NATURE DAYS (£1 per child, under 8 must be
accompanicd).

Riverside Country Park, Mondays July 30th, August
6th, 13th & 20th. 10.30 to 12.00 noon and 1.30 to
3.00pm. Ring 378987 to book.

Capstone Park, Tuesdays August 7th, 14th, 21st &
28th. 10.00am to 12.00 noon.

Capstone Park, Thursdays August 9th, 16th, 23rd &
30th. 10.00am to 12 noon. Ring 812196 to book.

FISHING TEACH-IN (£5 per child, 8 to 16 years).

Capstone Park, Wednesdays August Ist, 15th & 25th.
10.00am to 3.00pm. Ring 812196 to book.

CARLToON VISION

REPAIRS
TELEVISION - VIDEO - SAT - CD
REPAIRS
Fast Service Reasonable Rates
No Call Out Charge
Qualified Engineer
25 Years Experience

MED 360367

RAINHAM CAMERAS

NEW & USED PHOTOGRAPHIC

Equipment Bought, Sold & Exchanged

* Over 38 Years Experience *
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS FILM PROCESSING
BINOCULAR & TELESCOPE SPECIALISTS
NEW SERVICE

Old Photographs Copied & Restored

Quality Hand Printing in Black & White
Or in Old Fashioned Sepia

7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS

01634 239866
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CONSERVATORIES
Family Business — 30 Years Experience

WINDOWS — DOORS — CONSERVATORIES

FASCIAS — SOFFITS

TRADE PRICES 10 YEARS GUARANTEE
01634 366304

JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

MUNN ACADEMY OF DANCE
Dance for Fun Est 1972

Pupils 2 yrs—Professionals
Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre,
Gym, Disco, Cheer Technique,
Drama & Singing Tuition
Adult Tap, Jazz, Disco
Exams, Shows, Competitions & Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn
Fellow & Examiner LD.T.A.

MEDWAY 234168

PRC LI (o o ) -
@akelnspirations;
¢ A
14 Station Road, Rainham. 01634 375151
_i_,_ Decorating a cake? Come and see us.
- In stock, cake boards, boxes, books,

=, equipment, cake decorations anc
b .. g i
a selection of ribbons.

Tin hire also available

ym W g '\\

D.H. MILLER

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS
For all your Plumbing Services

HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of

old Systems a Speciality

e CENTRAL HEATING

e LUXURY BATHROOMS ...

) & SHOWERS ‘D
“&/  MEDWAY 235831 '\ o/

Reg No 6629 36 High Sireet, Rainham

Housemartin Scheme Limited

Carers required for weekdays, evenings and
weekends, hours flexible. Domestic and
Personal Care help given to the elderly,

frail, mentally and physically handicapped.

Training provided — transport not
essential. Four weeks paid holiday,
enhanced payment for unsociable hours.

Telephone essential. For further details ring

Medway 01634 366528
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—
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CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent. MEB BAT

24 Hour Recovery. 8am—6pm Tel: Medway 377803

After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

PH
INTERIORS
THE START TO FINISH
CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING AND
HOME ALTERATION SERVICE
For a reliable and professional tradesman
Call 01634 327019 — Philip Hobbs

15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent
Mobile 07798 647747

Carre.spancfence

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM
Dear Editor,

Like my six brothers I was born in Rainham and so
[ am always interested and make a point of visiting
once a month to collect Action Forum. Over the last
few months there have been some particularly
interesting articles that have brought back many
memories.

Mr Edwin Jelly, whose shop was pictured on the
front of the April 2001 edition, I remember very well.
As 1 was passing his shop one day he called me: *O1
you’ he shouted — which I ignored, so he had another
go: ‘Kitney boy’, so I turned. He had a message for
my mother, he had some good boys’ suits and would
she like one for my 10-year-old brother. I relayed the
message and Mother was interested so [ had to return
to the shop where I collected a parcel containing three
suits for my brother to try; all three suits appeared
similar, jackets and short trousers, but cach with a
different price tag. Mother decided on the cheapest
and I returned to the shop with the unwanted ones and
the money. On another occasion, Queenic Moor went
hurtling round the top of Pudding Road on her bike
and smashed into the shop window.

Ma Barrett at the Council School Canteen revived
many memories. [ can picture her now banging on the
bench with her huge ladle and booming *QUIET” in
her loudest voice and then very sweetly saying ‘Now
say your grace my dears’, It always gave me a smile.

During the war years I was at Orchard Street Boys’
School, Mr Smith was Headmaster. He patrolled the
school carrying a large cane and was not afraid to usc
it. Two female teachers I remember. Miss Woodward
stood no nonsense, but the other was a little lady who
dressed in a long tweed costume and wore a pince-
nez, she was not used to handling boys and frequently
fled the class in tears.

Finally, with my brother Dick, I was evacuated to
Brynna in South Wales and remember a school photo
taken of all the Rainham evacuces being on display in
a glass case at the side of Mrs Cheesemans Boot &

Shoe Shop. I would love to have a copy if anyone still
has the picrure.

Yours faithfully,

Doug Kitney

32 Pennant Road

Rochester ME1 2XS
THE RAINHAM & WIGMORE COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION
Activities at the Qasthouse Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham. These activitics take place
every week, individual events are listed in the Diary.

Sunday Qast "Ouse 'Oppers Morris Dancing,
12 to 2pm, contact Mrs Lynn Cass
370327.

Monday ~ RWCA Bridge Club, 7.30 to 1 lpm,
contact Audrey Clarke 230370.

Tuesday  Rosemary Conley Diet and Fitness Club,

10 to 12 noon.

Al Dancing School, 5 to 7pm,

contact 01622 717394,

Badminton, 7 to 11pm,

contact Laraine 373833,
Wdnesday Rosemary Conley Diet and Fitness Club,
10 to 12 noon.
Al Dancing School, 5 to 7pm,
contact 01622 717394,
RWCA Whist Club, 7.30 to 11pm,
contact Mrs K. Naylor.
Kentara Line Dancing, 1.30 to 4pm,
contact Mr J.F. Smith 372288.
Weightwatchers, 5.30 to 8pm.
Rainham Chess Club, 7.30 to 1 1pm,
contact Tom Stonchouse 231374,
Dreamcatchers Line Dancing, 8 to 11pm,
contact 300026,
Al Dancing School, 5 to 7pm,
contact 01622 717394,

Thursday

Friday

Exhibitions

For information on forthcoming exhibitions at
Medway’s Country Parks please telephone
Riverside Country Park on 01634 378987 or
Capstone Farm Country Park on 01634 812196,
or look out for details in the local press.

LIKE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO
OBTAIN THE PARTS
YOU NEED '

AT TRADE PRIGES

HMF AT HIDSONS

a

DO YOU REPAIR YOUR OWN CAR?

e A telil-nzeitl Discount Parts for Ford, Fiat,

Vauxhall, Rover, Nissan,
Peugeot, Renauit, Volvo,
Skoda etc, etc

HMF £ 01634 388114

110 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM, MEDWAY, KENT




GORDON J. WHITING

Waste removal cheaper than
the local council

cooker, fridge, washing machine, etc
£5.00 each
three piece suite £15.00
double beds £10.00
- HOUSE CLEARANCE -

01622 720010 Mobile 07860 559459
| Licenced by K.C.C.

B DL GAS SERVICES
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent
01634 232048

Visit your local gas showroom
Jor all your Gas Appliance needs
Cookers, Fires, Surrounds
Fires on Live ! and all installation work

MAX THE PLUMBER

Established 30 years

BATHROOMS
GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

01634 231390

DA CONSTRUCTION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS = LOFT CONVERSIONS

GENERAL
COMMERCIAL/DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE RATES

MR ARCHER - Tele: (01634) 389604

SUNSHINE CLEANERS

WINDOW CLEANING
GUTTERS & FASCIAS

Fed up with fair-weather window
cleaners. Then call us.

01634 372228
Mobile 07961 500737

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED
Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515
Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.E.I‘u‘I.E.

TOPSOIL
TURF - BARK
COMPOSTS
GARDEN AGGREGATES
FREE DELIVERY

01634 263700

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders

Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work

Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072

12

L «

Diary 2001

September 12th — Bredhurst WI. Mr Peter Curd:
Bonsai. Competition: An Item in China.

September 12th — Rainham Flower Club (Kent).
Demonstration: Tony Cleaver ‘Home and Away’.
7.30 to 9.30pm, St Margaret’s Millennium Centre,
Rainham.

September 12th — Countryside Event. Cliffe Walk,
10.00am to 12 noon. Ring 378987 to book.

September 12th — Medway Evacuees Reunion Group,
1.00 to 4.00pm, Riverside Indoor Bowling Green,
Dock Road. All welcome, ring 814922 for details.

September 13th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Kent
Wildlife Trust and Wildlife Gardening
(sce 6th Scpt).

September 13th — Medway Adult Education guidance
evening (see 11th Sept).

September 15th — Gillingham Horticultural Society.
Floral Art Group. AUTUMN SHOW. 2.30 to
4.30pm, United Reformed Church. Admission
Free. Sales Tables, Teas and Home-made
Refreshments. Raffle, Exhibits if high standards.
For further information telephone 01634 234734,

September 15th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society.
25th Anniversary Event. Temple School, Strood.
For further details telephone Amanda Peters,
01634 308035.

V.E. WHITE & CO.

Solicitors
WAINSCOTT +« ROCHESTER
Telephone: 01634 739195

Buying or selling a house?
Contact us for a competitive quote

Saturday/evening appointments may be available

Treat yourself to a fun day out
in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow

Beginners Caligraphy with Gold Leaf

or
Absolute Beginners Watercolour
ONE DAY CLASSES

Aug 15 Sept19 Oct 17
Nov 14 Dec 05

Phone Jacky for brochure: 01622 861983

September 15th — Medway Adult Education guidance
day, 10.00am to 1.00pm. Ring 850235 for details.

September 15th — Countryside Event. Pruning for the
novice, Kings Frith playing field, 10.00am to

1.00pm. Ring 812196 to book.

Scptember 15th ~ Rainham & Wigmore Community
Association. QUIZ NIGHT. 8.00pm, Oasthouse
Community Centre, Granary Close, Rainham.
Ring 374558 for details.

September 16th — Medway Towns Footpath Group
meet 10.30am Teston Bridge Picnic Site. 5.5 miles.
Dogs on leads.

September 16th — Countryside Event. Beginners trees
guided walk, 10am to 12 noon at South Wood.
Ring 812196 to book.

September 19th — Medway Camcorder Club. What is
a Foley Editor? (sce 8th Aug).

September 21st — Gillingham Recorded Music
Society. 7.15 to 9.15pm, St Augustine’s Church
Room. Concert to be arranged by Ken Purton.
Ring 852905 for details.

September 26th — Countryside Event. Early autumn
bird cruise, from Gillingham Pier. £17, book and
pay in advance 378987.

September 28th — Medway Geographical Society.
7.30 to 9.00pm, Adult Education Centre, Green
Street. Malta Flowers in the Landscape —

Mrs B. Marchant.

Cerise Reed
Feng Shuis Practitionery

07710 991800

Professional advice and consultations for
practical ways in which you can improve the
quality of your life with Feng Shui.

*Space Clearing *Interior Colouring
*Furniture Placement *Elemental alignment

*Cures *Free initial consultation

01634 233709/01795 842644
Mobile: 07860 733980 ¢

GENERAL HOUSE
MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

Household/Shop
Maintenance and Repairs
Decorating - Coving
Carpentry - Fence Erection
Plumbing - Bathrooms Fitted "%
 0OddJobs

——




Small Ads

Published: September 1st
Copy date: August 17th
Price: £1.65 per line

Average 4 words to a line

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP.

Tel: 231307

REFLEXOLOGY. Holistic
therapy to aid relaxation and help
the body heal itsclf. For further
information or to book an
appointment please contact Jenifer
Carr MBSR on Medway 376784,

PRUNING - Trees, Hedges,
Shrubs. Fully qualified & insured.
Jim Lindsay — 01634 366923,

HOME TUITION ENGLISH to
GCSE level. 11+ Coaching,
Creative Writing a speciality,
Jill Dixon BA Tel 234577.

LEAKING TAPS RESEATED
Loft and Toilet overflows.
Medway 262912,

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
elderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work. Free
denture repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 408438.

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken. Estimates Free.
Phone Dave Moon on 375069,

MATHS/PHYSICS TUITION
GCE ‘A’ level, GCSE etc. Private
tuition in your home by highly
experienced/qualified tutor.
B.Sc.Hons, Cert. in Education.
Please ring 01634 377267,

CALLIGRAPHY writing for all
occasions. Phone Karena on
01634 377871/01622 632643

LIGHTEN YOUR DARKNESS.
Call Barry Pickance — Electrician
for all domestic electrical work.
No job too small — Free estimates
—emergency callout. Med 372739,

SPECIAL OFFER ON MAPS.
Save £1 per map when buying
10 or more Ordnance Survey
Explorer Maps at the Rainham
Bookshop, 17 Station Road.
Medway 371591.

ST MATTHEW’S Community
Centre availablc for hire.
Medway 235518 or 370492.

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and all Garden
Machinery repairs. Med 361217.

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift shop
in the area, we have built up a
reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print. oil
or medals, you will always find
advice on hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 31 Station
Road, Rainham. Tel. 361436.

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS. Kent
Villages ctc. Ideal for club

evenings, usually available at
short notice. £15 per evening.
Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240.

SPAIN — COSTA BLANCA
Individually designed Villa,

2 Double Bedrooms and

2 Bathrooms, Lounge with Sofa
Bed, Dining Room & F/F Kitchen
10x5m private pool & BBQ.
Covered and uncovered terraces.
Close to restaurants, shops, sea
and golf. Available all year
round. Phone Med: 318781.

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates.
Ron James: 01795 520€35.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing
and general domestic/building
work. Reasonable rates.

01634 230821 or 07903 339288.

CHIROPODIST J. JUDGE A.Ch.P
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails,
Home Visits. Med 361720.

BOOKS WANTED
Immediate Cash!
Phone Medway 360227.

BUY DIRECT FROM THE
FARMER - Apples from our
prize-winning orchards,
commencing August. From
PUMP FARM, Pump Lane
(below bridge), Rainham.

Open 6 days per week 10am-5pm
Closed Mondays only.

(Our farmshop policy is to scll
local/Kent produce.)

FOR SALE - WORD
PROCESSOR. Smith Corona 200
Electronic Typewriter.

Nearly New - £95,

Tel 01634 376301 to view,

PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS
Experienced, piano diploma
holder. Background: school
teaching and peripatetic piano
tuition. Wendy 01634 360176.

WOOL "N’ CRAFT

136 Maidstone Road. 231940
Shoe Bags £4.99. Peel-off Special
79p August. New Xmas fat 14"
£1.75. Starting September. Xmas
Crafts and crafty card courses.
Knitting & Stitching Show 14th
Oct, Alexandra Palace £16.50.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance. Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Gravel
Laid, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and
Refelted, all types Fencing,

No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

THE HIDEAWAY NURSERY
for Seasoned Bedding, Shrubs,
Climbers & Trees. GARDEN
DESIGN, LANDSCAPING &
MAINTENANCE SERVICE.
01634 231693, 105 Chaffes Lane,
Upchurch.

BOUNCY CASTLE/BALL
POND 151t x 12ft. Great fun.
Book now for summer.
Medway 376838 for details.
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FOR SALE

NISSAN ‘SUNNY’ Hatchback
1.4L in Brilliant Silver. ‘L’ Reg.
Reliable & Economical.

Tax & MOT. Radio/Casscttc ctc.
£1950. (01795) 844120.

PILATES CLASSES!

Matwork courses, 1-1, workshops
taught by a fully qualified
member of Body Control Pilates
Association. A friendly and safe
atmosphere! For more details ring
Sarah Willson 07748087537,

NEW LIFE COMMUNITY
CHURCH. Sundays 10.30am,
Rainham Girls School, Derwent
Way. Further details from Allan
Smith, Medway 264410.

P.K.B.

All types of Gardening, Painting
and Decorating, New Guttering
and clearing. Pressure Washing,
Patios, Drives, etc. No job too
small. Phone Paul on 01634
389108 or mobile 07740647146.

FOR A PROFESSIONAL CV
constructed to highlight your
skills and experience call Tina at
JADE Business Bureau.

A full range of secretarial
services are available: 364988,

MATHEMATICS TUITION

Secondary, GCSE, A level by
experienced tutor-B.Sc.Hons.
A Level Assistant Examiner.

Tel: Medway 233374,

TREE & SHRUB SURGERY
Garden Welfare & Planning,
Life Time of Experience.

Ray Wade Medway 233957,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close

Sunday — 10.15am-

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031,

JOHN INNES SEED &
POTTING COMPOST always
available. 20 kilo bag: £2.50.
Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat: £9.50. Meresborough
Nursery — Medway 231639,

WWW.RAINHAMBOOKSHOP.
CO.UK Log on to find out more
about us, various functions
planned, Bygone Kent, news
from our CD department etc.

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant

01634 373016 or 07930 627241
for free estimate.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Recently refurbished with
facilities for the disabled,
including induction loop for the
hard of hearing. Ideal hall for
Weddings, parties and meetings
Attractive setting-Ample parking
To book phone: 01634 364859

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
“The Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552.

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 234149,

PIANO, KEYBOARD, FLUTE
tuition. Exp. teacher Med 378038

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE HALL
To Hire Ring Med. 374732,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green
Sunday Service 10.15am to

12 noon. Further details from
Richard Hayton (01634) 235799.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11am and 6.30pm,
Treasure Seekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible

Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

For STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
new or reconditioned. Also
electrical work carried out.

Tel: Contact for Electrical
01634 374524 for free estimate.

TREE STUMP GRINDING
AND TREE REMOVAL
SERVICE. Tel Roger Alscy,
01634 376776 for an estimate.

PN’T LANDSCAPES

GARDEN SERVICES

From Mowing the Lawn

Complete Garden Makeovers
PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS

Tel 01634 389850
MOBILE 07759 262945 or 0787 6228914

ADVERTISING RATES

With the continuing building of new houses in the area we have

increased our print run to 20,000.

1/8th page One issue: £31.00
Three issues: £85.50
Twelve issues:  £323.00

Small Ads per line per issue: £1.65

Concessionary rates for Small Ads are available for Charities.

All rates are on the basis of prepayment. Please make cheques
payable to Action Forum and send to 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent, MES 8PP. Copy date is usually
the penultimate Saturday each month, for publication the first

Saturday of the next month.




MIKE O'BRIEN
INSURANCE SERVICES

(Independent Intermediary]

HOUSEHOLD & CAR INSURANCE
TRAVEL & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

Serving the people of Rainham
since 1969

01634 373757

or email on www.lowcost-insurance.net
33 Station Road Rainham Kent

IT°S YOUR MOVE ...
AND WE HAVE A MORTGAGE TO SUIT
Status & Non-status Mortgages
Buy To Let Mortgages, 100% Morigages
Re-morigages

Call Michacl O'Brien Insurance Services
for a free consultation (01634-302701)
33 Station Road, Rainham, Kent, MES 7RS
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CURTAIN & BLIND

\R.d.5.

MAKERS LTD
CURTAINS BLINDS
All Fabric supplied and ~ All Types of Blinds supplied
made to order & fitted

*Venetian »Vertical
+*All Styles *Design Service «Roller *Plisse +Pleated
*Samples brought to your *Dim out Blinds
home and many more

FREE MEASURING & DESIGN SERVICE

‘R Tel 01634 233200 Fax 01634 232115

GILLINGHAM BUSINESS PARK

ARPETLINE

SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
Carpets, Rugs and Vinyl Supplies
HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Available Daytime. Evenings & Weekends

Medway 234882

THE SHOP WHERE
NOTHING IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE

Meet Steve Marsh

The former Kent Cricket Captain will be signing
his controversial new book “The Gloves Are Off"
and dlscussmg Kent Cricket
Friday 17" August 7-9 pm
Also preview of new Art Exhibition upstairs
ALL WELCOME

Rainham Bookshop

17-25 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS
Tel: 01634 371591 Fax: 01634 262114
www.rainhambookshop.co.uk

076'34 37506'.9

and Evenings
No Job too LARGE or SMALL
WE DO THEM “ALL”

e 24 hour Personal Service
= Monumental Masons

In h*mo nf fnood

ﬁunuml ‘.lfjé-xectnw
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
® Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 ~ 01634 855558 iiloTesaTR0R T
13 High Street, Rainham 127 Wallmg Street 25 New Road, Chatham
Kent ME8 8AR Gillingham, Kent ME7 2Y'Y Kent ME4 4QJ

Car parking available

e Private Chapels of Rest
¢ Horse Drawn Hearse available

Car parking available




