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Ma Barrett, with some of her helpers, outside the Solomon Road School Canteen,
see letters and articles inside.
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Editorial

The article John Austin wrote for Action Forum in
May about Mrs Barrett and the Council School
Canteen has stirred many memories and we include
several more reminiscences this month. Qur front
cover photograph was supplied by a relative who now
lives away from this area but all correspondents agree
it was Ma Barrett’s complete control of her charges
followed by such a gentle voice that sticks in their
memories Apparently before the canteen was built,
one of the earliest in the area, she was the cleaner at
the school and so had a very long connection with
Solomon Road. Education continues throughout life
and Medway Council are even now putting the final
preparations to their Adult Education programme for
the autumn. By now, they say, we should each have
received a directory of courses through our letterbox.
If you have not, please notify Marilyn Elford the
Marketing Manager at the Council on 01634 8§50235.
Last year a great many people did not receive copies
but by the time we realised we should have had them
it was too late to do anything about it.

Forsaking tradition this year we abandoned our
annual Guide camp, under canvas, and took the girls
on a holiday to Switzerland, primarily to visit the
international centre ‘Our Chalet’ at Adelboden, but of
course to enjoy a little bit of Swiss life in the
mountains ‘Heidi” style as well. The weather was
perfect, too hot for me on some days, and as we
managed to arrange the use of a coach for outings
every day we wanted, we were able to have lots of
excursions. One of the highlights which I think the
girls will remember for a long time was walking
down the mountainside, under a clear blue sky,
among all the spring flowers, with the ringing of cow
bells in our ears, to visit an isolated woodcarvers
chalet — they will certainly recall the climb back up as
the temperature soared towards the 30s at midday!
Snow topped mountains, tremendous waterfalls and a
snow fight with the neighbouring scout troop on top
of the world at the revolving restaurant on Schilthorn,
one of the highest mountains in Europe, will also
stick in their memories. Altogether a week packed
with' new experiences which compares even now with
a scrapbook of the same journey made by Rainham
Rangers in 1933 led by Miss Johnson to ‘Our Chalet’
a year after it was built. Whilst we were there we

gave the present Warden this book to be kept in the
international archives.

We have had an enquiry recently for information
about a pub called The Lord Stanley, supposedly in
Upchurch; if anyone has any information please do
get in touch. A new web site is being set up by a local
cnthusiast to correlate local history, so that it is
available for research, a mammoth task I feel but if
you have any relevant information Andrew James
(01634 264299) would be glad to hear from you.

The weather is good, the footpaths have been
reopened and the ficlds, hedgerows and orchards are
beautiful, so what better time than now to get back in
the walking habit. Have a good month and we will
see you in August.

Carresponcfence

MUSICAL RECITALS
Dear Editor,

May I draw your readers’ attention to two musical
events which traditionally draw good audiences from
Rainham and Wigmore, both of which involve local
players.

On Friday July 20th Karen Brown and Martyn
Williams give a recital of music for flute and piano at
the delightful Nettlestead Place, outside of
Maidstone. Karen is from Rainham, and has done a
number of recitals in Rainham itself and the Medway
Towns in general, as well as further afield. Rainham
Citroen and Honda dealer Hidsons support the duo
and the intriguing theme title of this recital is “The
Birds and the Bees’. It will include much new
repertoire as well as some items from past recitals,
and profits go to the Friedreich’s Ataxia Society and
the Demelza Children’s Hospice.

Just over a week earlier, on Saturday 14th July, the
0Old Barn Orchestra gives its summer concert in
Staplehurst. The Chairman, Leader and several other
players are from Rainham and Wigmore, and the
orchestra’s last concert at the St George's Centre,
Chatham Dockyard, attracted a large local audience.
The music in July is little known, but instantly
attractive, from composers Dubois, Fuchs and
Gounod. Try something unknown — it won't bite!
(nor offend). Profits go to the Heart of Kent Hospice.

Both concerts start at 7.30pm, cost £6 (£2 students
and children) and include interval refreshments. For
more details please ring 376979 or e-mail
edenhouse@cwcom.net

Yours sincerely,
Colin Brown
BARNARDO’S

You are invited to our annual Strawberry Tea Party
on Saturday July 28th 2001 at 32 Roberts Road, from
2-4pm. Come and enjoy a pleasant afternoon. Stalls,
Raffle and meet friends old and new.

Tickets £1.50 available from 233405 or 234053.

SPONSORED KEEP FIT
Dear Editor,

We are having a sponsored Keep Fit Display at
Signal Court, Station Road, Rainham, on Saturday
July 21st in aid of The Heart Foundation and The
East Kent Renal Department at The Kent &
Canterbury Hospital. There will be Bring & Buy,
Cakes, Refreshments and a Raffle. Entrance is 20p,
doors open at 10.00am and the two displays will be at
10.30am, and 12.30pm. Please do come along with
your friends to support these worthwhile charities.

Yours faithfully,
Denise Hazeldel
01634 234164

ORGAN RECITAL
Dear Editor,

Professor Dr Christoph Lorenz, the organist of
Dusseldorf Cathedral, will give a recital on the organ
of St Thomas of Canterbury Church, London Road,
Rainham, on Wednesday, 18th July at 8.00pm.

All proceeds from the recital will go to the Padre
Pio Rehabilitation Centre at Ahotokurom, Ghana;
which provides all aspects of care for people with
leprosy and their families. Recently, a Scholarship
Scheme has been introduced which is enabling the
young people of the Centre to aspire either to paid
work or professional careers.

Tickets for the recital are £3 and are available on
the evening at the door.

Yours sincerely,
Dorothy Morris (Mrs)

INNER WHEEL CLUB OF GILLINGHAM
Dear Editor,

Inner Wheel members are the wives, partners,
widows and daughters of Local Rotarians, mainly
from the Gillingham Rotary Club.

We have been in existence for 71 years and our
aims are to promote true Friendship, encourage ideals
of personal service and foster international
understanding. In short, we help out wherever and
whenever we can, particularly locally.

We regularly support the British Red Cross
Society, Samaritans, Cerebral Palsy Care, Stepping
Stones and Demelza House, as well as Sume Project
and Lepra abroad.

We thought it was about time everyone in the area
knew about us and so we are holding a Coffee
Morning and fund raising Bazaar on Saturday
September Ist, 10.30am, at the home of our President
at Papillon, 7 Houghton Avenue, Hempstead. Please
come along and support us and therefore your local
charities, particularly The Oliver Fisher Neonatal
Unit which is our special charity for this year.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and we
look forward to secing you on the 1st of September.

If there are any ladies out there who are wives and
widows or daughters of Rotarians and would like to
become members of Inner Wheel please come along
to the Coffee Morning and make yourselves known
to us.

Yours sincerely,
Rosemarie A. Barnes(Mrs)
President — Inner Wheel
Club of Gillingham

GILLINGHAM MARCHING BAND

The Gillingham Marching Band is looking for new
members between 8 and 25 years of age to join them:
No experience is necessary as full training is given
and instruments and uniforms are provided.

They meet on Wednesday evenings between 7.30
anc_! 9.30pm at St Margaret’s School, Orchard Street,
Rainham.

For more information contact Alex Farmer
(Band Master) Tel: 01634 366702,

E-mail: gillinghammb@lineone.net

Pindlag Designs

Hand Made Curtains,
Blinds, Swags & Tails plus
Quality Curtain Tracks
Supplied and Fitted

Free Curiain Design Consultation
in the comfort of your own home

For that sophisticated look Ring %
Sharon Findlay or e Tel. 01634 262135

SALMON WINDOWS

A family run business for all
your double glazing needs

® Replacement Windows & Doors
® Conservatories — Designed & Built
® Porches
® UPVC, Soffit, Fascia & Guttering
® Misted Sealed Units Replaced
For advice and very compelitive quote

Medway 363881

Abbeyf{eld

Where older people find ¥ care in housing
Convalescence - Respite - Short Stay Care
is available at Rogers House Residential
Home for the elderly 'who are recovering
from hospitalisation or for carers
who wish to take a holiday.
Contaci: Mrs Pam Harrington—

01634 262266 KCC Registered
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Diary 2001

Keeper: Mrs Christine Smith
275 Wigmore Road
Wigmore
Tel: 233098

No charge is made for Diary entries
Diary Copy Date;, 17th July 2001

July 7th — St Peter’s Church Summer Fete, Bredhurst
Village Hall. 2.00pm. Display by Black Lion
Gymnastic Club, Children’s Races and all usual
attractions.

July 8th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society. Solar
Observing at Riverside Country Park. 11.00am to
5.30pm. Members will be setting up telescopes for
safe viewing of the sun. Weather permitting,
Ring 308035 for details.

July 9th to 21st — Medway Little Theatre present
Duncan Rand One Act Play Festival. Box Office
01634 400322.

July 10th - Gillingham and District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society. OUR MINI SHOW.

A chance for all members to bring back your
Distribution Plants for judging by Ted Sweetman
from New Zealand, followed by a talk commenting
on our Show. Please enter your plants. 7.30pm,
The Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way
Rainham. :

July 10th — Rainham Afternoon Townswomen’s
Guild. Bee Keeping — Mr Clare. 2.00pm,

St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Gatekeeper
Chase, Rainham.

July 10th — Medway Antique and Collectors Club.
Spode 1790-1833. A history of its development —
Mr Geoffrey Fisk. 7.30 for 8.00pm, Gordon Hotel,
High Street, Rochester. New members welcome
ring 366586 for details. '

July 10th — Invicta Dog Training Club. Socialising
and Fun Classes. 7.30 to 9.00pm. Hartlip Village
Hall. For further information telephone 01795
842776.

July 11th — Bredhurst WI. Mr Eamon French, RNLI.
Competition: An Item in Copper. 7.30pm in the
Village Hall.

July 11th — Rainham Flower Club (Kent). Workshop.
7.30 to 9.30pm, St Margaret’s Millennium Centre.

July 11th — Rochester & West Kent Art Society.

A day’s painting in Rye. Those wishing to come
plcase contact Pat Maynard-Smith saying whether
they can give other people a lift or whether they
would need a lift. For further details telephone
01634 233053.

July 11th — Gillingham Marching Band. Practices
start at 7.30pm at St Margaret’s School, Orchard
Street, Rainham. New members always welcome.
For more information contact Alex Farmer
(Band Master) on 01634 366702.

E-mail: gillinghammb(@lineone.net

July 11th — Countryside Event, Evening Bird Cruise,
tickets £12 in advance, ring 378987 to book.

July 11th — Medway Camcorder Club, Medway
Yacht Club, Borstal, 7.30pm. Camera Techniques,
ring 371570 for details.

July 12th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Demelza
Hospice — Talk by Chris Masters. 2.00pm,

St Matthew’s Community Centre, Drewery Drive,

July 12th-14th & 19th-21st — RATS present ‘Dead
Guilty’ by Richard Harris. 8.00pm at Oasthouse
Theatre, Rainham. £4.80, Box Office 360506
(weekdays 9am to 8pm).

July 13th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society. Find out
about Atoms with Emma Nicholson in her talk
*Atoms for Dummies’ (see 8th July).

July 14th — The National Childbirth Trust. 11.00am to
2.00pm. Teddy Bears Fete & Fun Day at Jigsaw
Day Nursery, Chatham, for children 0-8 years.
£2.50 per child, under-ones free. (Parental
supervision) Bring a picnic. For more information
call 07950 939898 or visit website:
www.nctmedway.org.uk

July 14th — Garden Party in aid of Demelza Hospice
and the Bredhurst Cat Shelter, 93 Berengrave
Lane, 2.00pm, ring 233795 or 389668 for details.
Do come and bring your friends.

July 14th — Garden Party at 55 Bredhurst Road, 2.30
to 4.30pm. Tickets £1.50 including light
refreshment, in aid of Medway Cancer Relief
Macmillan Fund, everyone welcome, ring 232158
for details.

The Roval Star & Garter Home
for Disabled Ex Service Personnel

CHARITY TATTOO
18.30 hrs SATURDAY 4 AUGUST
CHATHAM DOCKYARD
Guest of Honour: Simon Weston OBE
Band of the Tickets £4.00 -
Rovyal Engineers Visitors Information
City of Rochester Centre
Pipe Band Rochester -
+ other attractions 01634 843666

GREG BRYANT
CONSTRUCTION
MEDWAY 231321

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER
EXTENSIONS BLOCK PAVING
ROOF CONVERSIONS

N:ch Free Surveys

P and Estimates
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July 14th — Old Barn Orchestra Summer Concert,
Staplehurst. 7.30pm start. Tickets £6, profits to
charity. Ring 376979 for details.

July 16th — Rainham Evening WL Letter ‘G’". Hop
Pickers, Hovels, Huts & Houses with Slides —
Robin Walton. 7.30pm, Platters Farm Lodge,
Highficld Road, Rainham.

July 16th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Talk on History of Fashion and
Fabrics by Mrs Grace Wakefield, 7.30 to 9.30pm at
the Annex (Urchins Playgroup) building in
Marlborough Road, Gillingham.

July 17th — Medway Scrabble Club. 2.00 to 4.30pm.
Riverside Indoor Bowls Complex, Chatham.

July 17th — Gillingham Horticultural Society. Floral
Art Group. Weaving, Plaiting and Manipulation — a
Teach In with Carol and Pat. 7.30pm, United
Reformed Church, Balmoral Road, Gillingham.
New members welcome. For further details
telephone 234734.

July 18th — Bredhurst Garden Club. Joanna Westgate
Talk ‘Creating Habitats for Wildlife’. AFRICAN
VIOLET SHOW. 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

July 18th — Wigmore Afternoon Townswomen’s
Guild. D.IY. Cream Tea. Competition to be
announced. 1.45 to 4.15pm, Howard Hall,
Woodside, Wigmore.

July 18th — Rochester & West Kent Art Society.
Lower Halstow — Lapwing Drive, overlooking the
Estuary. Time after 3.30pm.

July 18th — St Thomas of Canterbury, London Road,
Rainham. 8.00pm. Organ Recital by Professor Dr
Christolph Lorenz, Organist. Admission £3.

July 18th — Gillingham Marching Band
(see I1th July).

July 19th — Rainham WI. Speaker: Mr R. Black -
M Customs & Excise. 1.45pm, Methodist Church
Hall, corner of Wakeley and Station Road,
Rainham.

July 19th - Wigmore Thursday Club. Brian Higbee
entertains for the last time (see 12th July).

July 20th — Countryside Event. Glow worm and moth
walk. 9.00pm start, Darland Bank.

Ring 812196 to book.

July 20th — Flute & Piano Recital. Nettlestead Place,

outside Maidstone. Karen Brown and Martyn

173 High Street
RAINHAM
Kent MES 8AY
Med. 365892

8D BIKES

RALEIGH:DIAMOND BACK:OTHERS
ALL REPAIRS WELCOME
FAMILY SHOP EST. 25 YRS

Williams perform ‘The Birds and the Bees’.
7.30pm start. Tickets £6 in aid of charity.
Ring 376979 for details.

July 21Ist — Sponsored Keep Fit in aid of Heart
Foundation & Renal Department, Canterbury
Hospital. Signal Court, Rainham, from 10.00am.
Stalls and Refreshments. Admission 20p.

July 21st — Quiz Night, 8.00pm start, Qasthouse
Community Centre, Granary Close, adjacent to
Rainham Station. For details ring 374558.

July 24th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting Club.
£.00 to 10.00pm, at our new venue: The Red Cross
(Gillingham Centre), 21 Balmoral Road,
Gillingham. New members are welcome.

For details telephone 01634 862673.

July 25th — Gillingham Marching Band
(sce 11th July).

July 25th — Medway Camcorder Club. History of
Chatham Dockyard (see 11th July).

July 26th — Wigmore Thursday Club. Club Outing to
Margate — Lunch and Theatre.

July 26th — Rainham & District Dolls House &
Miniaturist Group. 7.30pm, Oast House, Granary
Close, Station Road, Rainham. For further
information telephone Sylvia Wildridge 312038.

July 27th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society. Talk by
David Hewett on ‘Extra Solar Planets’. Come
along and find out about planets beyond our Solar
System. For further information telephone 01634
308035.

July 27th — Folk Club at Oasthouse, Community
Centre, Granary Close, Rainham, $.00 to 11.00pm.
Contact Lynn Cass 370327 for details.

July 28th — Gillingham and District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society. Our Annual Show Day in the
Main Hall, Rainham School for Girls, Derwent
Way, Rainham.

July 28th — Barnardo’s Strawberry Tea Party, 2.00 to
4.00pm at 32 Roberts Road. Tickets £1.50 from
233405 & 234053.

July 28th — Tales from the Mariners. The Three
Mariners, 509 Lower Rainham Road, 7.30pm. June
Peters. £4, concessions £2.

Continued on page 13
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KW ELECTRONIC
SERVICES
No Call Qut Charge

All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio, etc.
Repaired & Serviced

ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEO
FOR SALE

All work guaranteed at least 3 months

TELEPHONE; Medway 364943
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G.P.
PRIVATE PRACTICE

Dr. M J. MURPHY
MB, BCh

1 Crevequer Chambers
35 High Street, Rainham
Monday - Saturday

Tel: 01634 231333

('S.B. BRICKWORK LTD )

BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS
AND GENERAL BUILDERS

Free Estimates and Advice
All types of work undertaken

Telephone: 01634 263416

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE BUILDER

* TREE MANAGEMENT

: LINDSA

* STUMP GRINDING
& COMPANY

= PLANTING
TREE SURGEONS

« MULCH

= FIREWOOD
JIiNM LINDS AY
TEL/FAX 01634 366923

CALLOWS HOUSE, HAM GREEN,
SITTINGBOURNE, KENT MES 7HE

a City Blinds & Covers ]
Unit 28 Pier Road Industrial Estate,
Gillingham, Kent ME7 1RZ
SPECIALISTS IN:

e Blinds e Upholstery e Loose Covers
o Curtains e Accessories
e Foam cut to size

0800 085 0747

\Wehsita:www.cilfnuvars.w.uk E-mail: info@citycovers.co.uk )

JOHN MORLEY & CO.
Solicitors
29/31 High Street, Rainham, Kent

WILLS & PROBATE
Medway 379222

All your other legal requirements
Medway 375444

CHRIS TONG

REPLACEMENT WINDOW AND DOUBLE
GLAZING SPECIALIST
ALL WORK PERSONALLY RECOMMENDED

wpwl, [iENT, T o
(Y I (Y T T

W (i) L
0
LT YT

Telephone: Medway 371172

Corrasponcfence

RAINHAM WEB SITE
Dear Editor,

I would like to inform your readers of a web site
that I am developing to record and preserve the
history of Rainham. [ would like this site to become
an archive for information on Rainham and a resource
for those wanting to research the area. [ would
therefore be interested in any information that would
be suitable, preferably in electronic format. [ would
appreciate any information that would be suitable, for
example photographs or historical information. I
already have some photos of Wigmore from my
grandmother, which you recently published in Action
Forum, but would like copies of any others, even
those taken much more recently. [ would like to add
that this site is not being developed for profit, but due
to my interest in local history.

The web site address is either www.rainham-
history.co.uk or www.rainhamhistory.co.uk Both lead
to the same site, but it depends which is considered
casier to use.

If anyone has any suitable material [ can be
contacted on 01634 264299 or mobile 07710 444227,
My c-mail address is ajames@message2u.co.uk

Yours sincerely,
Andrew James
ACCIDENT
Dear Editor,

[ am trying to trace a young Mum, an *angel of
mercy” who helped me when I had a very nasty
accident three weeks before Easter and who
disappeared immediately she saw me safely back to
my home.

In your April issue you mentioned both the
problem with litter and the halt on walks in the
countryside during the foot and mouth crisis.
Although 71, until my accident I enjoyed several
forms of exercise, walking both at home and abroad
being one of them — for a short period I helped to
deliver Action Forum.

Whoever left a circle of thin wire on the pavement
of London Road in Rainham (near Bloors Lane foot-

REFLEXOLOGY

An ancient treatment that helps to relieve today’s illnesses

HELP YOUR BODY TO HEAL ITSELF
Telephone for further information or to book an
appointment
Home visits available

David Stride M.BS.R., M.B.R.C.P.(Reflexology)
196 Wigmore Road, Wigmore, Glllingham, Kent
MES OTL

Tel: 01634 365510

bridge) is responsible for causing me a permanent
injury but I am hoping your excellent publication can
help me find my saviour.

The young Mum I am seeking was driving a small
white or cream car (maybe a Fiesta) and had her little
girl or boy in the back. It was on the first day of
Spring, March 21st, at 10.15am. If anyone knows
who this was please contact me via Action Forum.

Pat Lilly

THE ROYAL STAR AND GARTER HOME
MILITARY TATTOO
Dear Editor,

The Royal Star and Garter Home for disabled
ex-servicemen and women are staging a charity tattoo
which will take place on Saturday evening, 4th
August, at the Historic Dockyard, Chatham. The band
of the Royal Engineers and the Rochester Pipe Band
will be appearing along with several other atiractions.
Simon Weston, OBE, will be attending as guest of
honour. For further information please contact Colin
Obee, tel: 91634 234973, *

LADIES BADMINTON CLUB

A Rainham Afternoon Ladies Badminton Club meets
every Tuesday throughout the year at St Thomas’
Church Hall, London Road, Rainham, from 1.30 to
4.00pm. New members are always welcome at this
friendly non competitive group. If you are interested
in joining us or would likc more information do
contact Wendy on 07787 333222 or call in on any
Tuesday afternoon.

‘DEAD GUILTY’ by Richard Harris
July 12:13:14:19:20:21
Box Office: 01634 360506 (weckdays 9am to 8pm)
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, Kent.
Seat Prices: £4.80. Curtain up at 8.00pm
The play tells the story of Julia Darrow, a woman
who is seriously injured in a car crash, which kills the
man she has been having an affair with. Her lover’s
wife turns up to visit Julia and becomes a close-
companion — with disturbing and intriguing
consequences.

Need the latest info on the RaTS productions? Why
not visit our website: www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

CSSErra P 7 )

@ Maps for Planning Applications @
® Plots on Paper, Fllm or Disk, Choice of $cale @
® Mounted Laminated Maps @
@ Aerlal Photography @
@ Historical Mapping back to 1860's @

For professional advice contact:

Kent Drawing Publications Lid.,
21 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS
Tel: 01634 238238 Fax: 01634 238239




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JUNE

My late grandfather, Joe Ennis, was a smallholder
and coal miner who lived on the edge of Charnwood
Forest in Leicestershire. During the First World War
he served with the 175th Tunnelling Company of the
Royal Engineers, digging tunnels under enemy lines.
Working underground with his pick and shovel he
escaped the carnage above. During the long and bitter
miners’ strike of 1926 he supplemented his income
from the farm by hedging and ditching for other
farmers and by gardening at the big houses in
Charnwood Forest.

Grandfather Joe could be very cantankerous and
visitors to the farm were not always welcome. I soon
learned, however, that he was very fond of his
swallows and so, whenever [ visited him, I took the
earliest possible opportunity of enquiring about them.
At least two pairs of swallows usually nested at the
farm, one in the back porch to the house and one in a
brick-built cattle shelter called ‘the hovel” which was
in the fields across the road. The pair in the porch got
used to Grandfather coming and going and so it was
possible to stand in the porch and watch the parents
feeding their young. It was a great privilege to be
trusted by those two swallows.

Grandfather is now dead and the farm sold. The
porch has been demolished and the hovel stands
almost roofless. Loss of habitat is one of the reasons
for the decline in the numbers of swallows. Another
is the widespread use of agricultural insecticides.

The swallow is a visitor to this country from late
March into October and usually returns to the same
nesting site year after year. Its nest is typically built
on a beam in a barn or other farm shed and is made of
a shallow cup of mud and grass lined with feathers
and hair. Two or three broods are reared and nestlings
may be found well into September. The sight of
swallows skimming over water or buttercup meadows
on a sunny June day is, for me, the epitome of
Summer.

Despite a decline in their numbers nationally,
swallows can still be seen at a number of local farrhs,

BUILDING CONTRACTS & GROUNDWORK

GTA

Driveways

Drainage Fencing

Patios

o 01634 264090
— 07931 175220

including Gore Farm at Upchurch. Although one
traditional nesting site at the farm, a long and open
cart shed, has recently been converted to residential
use, one section remains open as a garage and a pair
of swallows has nested there. Other pairs have
returned to nesting sites in other farm buildings.

Mr Blee, the owner of Gore Farm, is rightly proud
of what is, in effect, a nature reserve as well as a
working fruit farm. Apart from the orchards and soft
fruits, there is a wild flower meadow, a wood and an
artificial lake, all of which can be visited via nature
trails. At the Barn Yard, which is off Oak Lane, one
can buy fruit and vegetables and have a cup of tea or
a meal. Mr Blee publishes a bulletin every new .
season which includes news of the birds, animals and
flowers that can be seen at Gore Farm. The latest
bulletin refers to the kestrels that are rearing young in
a nest box at the barn, the grey and red legged
partridges that are nesting in the long grassy banks of
the former brickfields, the ever increasing badger
population and the many shelduck that have laid eggs
either down rabbit holes or between the large round
bales of straw.

If you come across Mr Blee whilst at Gore Farm
(he is, I suppose, about fifty years of age and has the
ruddy complexion of someone who works out of
doors) do ask him about his swallows - or indeed
about his resident barn owls, his pair of little grebes,
his three species of woodpecker. He will be very
pleased to tell you about them.

Joe Ennis

WATCH WHERE YOU WALK!

Since [ moved to Rainham thirty years ago the
introduction of traffic lights, roundabouts, pelican
crossings, chicanes and other interesting items has
provided plenty to keep the driver alert in Maidstone
Road. The pedestrian has more time to observe the
many different styles of building there, and the
beauty or otherwise of the gardens fronting each
house. But beneath their feet walkers can also trace
the history of Rainham’s water supply as illustrated
by the stopcock covers in the pavement.

Freddie Cooper mentioned the Rainham

Waterworks Company in his article in April this year,

and outside many houses in Maidstone Road and

ARTEX TRAINED
TEXTURER & DECORATOR

CEILINGS - Repaired, Replaced, Coved
DECORATING - Internal / External

Established 1988
NEIL MACE
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 376747
Rainham 07970 555650

elsewhere the initials RWC can be seen on the metal
stopcock covers. Closer study reveals that during its
existence the company, which was set up by a few
sharcholders in 1881, obtained its covers from at least
three different sources: Hayward Tyler & Co.,
London; Needhams, Stockport; and Littlewood &
Son of Sittingbourne. In 1895 Frederick Littlewood
was trading as ‘engineer, millwright, brassfounder,
tank and boilermaker and artesian well borer” at

33 High Street, Milton, and the firm, still producing
castings, is on almost the same site — No. 35 — today.

The Rainham Water Company originally obtained
its water from Keycol, via mains laid by the Milton
Rural Sanitary Authority to supply Newington and
Lower Halstow. In 1900, however, the Company
opened its own works at White Hill, Rainham Mark.
This drew water from a borehole which went down
920 feet into the Lower Greensand, producing
extremely soft water. By 1903 this supplied Miers
Court, parts of Upchurch and Hartlip and most of
Lower Halstow (Meresborough had to wait until 1908
for mains water).

As demand grew Rainham Waterworks Company
constructed further works and reservoirs at Bredhurst,
at the top of Maidstone Road in Wigmore and at
Matts Hill. A new borchole sunk here only went
down into the chalk, so the water it produced was not
as soft as the White Hill supply.

In 1946 Rainham’s Company was amalgamated
with the Chatham and District Waterworks Company,
and I have spotted at least two different designs of
cover bearing the initials C&DWW (1938) or
CDWW (1954). The Chatham and District became
part of Medway Water Board in 1956; this was
absorbed by the Southern Water Authority in 1974;
since 1989 our water has been supplied by Southern
Water Services Ltd. All these authorities adopted
stopcock covers with the appropriate initials, but
replacements today seem to be anonymous.

When I found covers in Maidstone Road with
BCGRWW (two dates, 1902 and 1911) I was
puzzled, but thanks to Ron Martin, who was based for
many years at the waterworks at Luton, [ now know
that these covers reflect the existence of the
Brompton, Chatham, Gillingham and Rochester
Waterworks Company, which had become part of the

Chatham and District in 1925. It appears that at least
one water authority has been thrifty, perhaps when
replacing cracked or broken examples, in using up
covers belonging to several of its predecessors. This
may explain why the dates on the covers outside
some houses do not match the actual buildings. There
is a particularly wide variety of covers in Quinnell
and Holding Streets, amongst them one with initials
CWC ...

Perhaps readers may come across other examples:
if so, I would be interested to know of them.

Rosemary Dellar (01634 230324)

SOLOMON ROAD SCHOOL CANTEEN HUT

I enjoyed reading the article by John Austin in your
May 2001 issue about the Barretts of Solomon Road
School. I cannot think that any of their descendants
would take umbrage at the affectionate tone of the
words. One does not need to be famous to achieve
immortality and Mrs Barrett has done just that.
Several times a year either [ or friends [ am visiting
use the words (sternly) ‘Hands together! Eyes closed’
(gently) ‘Say your grace, dears’. My own memories
are coloured by a conflict of ambitions between

Mrs Barrett and myself. She intended me to eat her
cabbage; I had no intention of doing so, my preferred
diet at the time being peas and gravy. On the whole I
think I won. The answer was to sit with others who
didn’t like cabbage, to eat the bits of the meal you did
like and to push your plate to the middle of the table.
When Mrs Barrett carried out her post prandial
inspection and demanded that you ate the cabbage,
you just said that you could not remember which was
your plate. This ploy totally floored her. Mrs Barrett
was a very dynamic character. In contrast, my
impression of Mr Barrett was that he was a rather
lugubrious man. I put this down to the fact that he
could not work out a reason not to eat his wife’s
cabbage.

My now distant memories of Solomon Road
School are happy. As with Mrs Barrett and the
cabbage, the primary aim was always to beat the
system. For example, air raid shelter space at the
school was at a premium and your first ambition was
to find friends in Solomon Road whose house you

Continued on page 11

CARLTonN VISION

REPAIRS

TELEVISION - VIDEO - SAT - CD
REPAIRS
Fast Service Reasonable Rates
No Call Out Charge
Qualified Engineer
25 Years Experience
MED 360367
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RAINHAM CAMERAS

NEW & USED PHOTOGRAPHIC

Equipment Bought, Sold & Exchanged

* Over 38 Years Experience *
EQUIPMENT REPAIRS FILM PROCESSING
BINOCULAR & TELESCOPE SPECIALISTS
NEW SERVICE

Old Photographs Copied & Restored

Quality Hand Printing in Black & White
Or in Old Fashioned Sepia

7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS
01634 239866




CONSERVATORIES
Family Business — 30 Years Experience

WINDOWS — DOORS — CONSERVATORIES
FASCIAS — SOFFITS

TRADE PRICES 10 YEARS GUARANTEE
01634 366304

JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

MUNN ACADEMY OF DANCE
Dance for Fun Est 1972

Pupils 2 yrs—Professionals
Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre,
Gym, Disco, Cheer Technique,
Drama & Singing Tuition
Adult Tap, Jazz, Disco
Exams, Shows, Competitions & Cabarets
Principal: Lesley Munn
Fellow & Examiner |D.T.A.

MEDWAY 234168

P g o Y ST SO
(=) c v
Cakglnspirations)
i4 Station Road, Rainham. 01634 375151
—g—s Decorating a cake? Come and see us.
g
wwe I n o stock, cake boards, boxes, books,

{: ﬁ?\‘.“;" equipment, cake decorations and
e . .
a selection of ribbons.

- b

Tin hire also available

D.H. MILLER

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS
For all your Plumbing Services
HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of
old Systems a Speciality
e CENTRAL HEATING
* LUXURY BATHROOMS ...

) & SHOWERS (
@ MEDWAY 235831 -\ ,/:

Reg. No. 6620 36 High Street, Rainham

Housemartin Scheme Limited

Carers required for weekdays, evenings and
weekends, hours flexible. Domestic and
Personal Care help given to the elderly,

frail, mentally and physically handicapped.

Training provided — transport not
essential. Four weeks paid holiday,
enhanced payment for unsociable hours.

Telephone essential. For further details ring

Medway 01634 366528

CAR AND COMMERCIAL BODY REPAIRS AND PAINTWORK
162 High Street, Rainham, Kent. MEB BAT
24 Hour Recovery. S8am—6pm Tel: Medway 377803
After Hours: Tel: Medway 379396

PH
INTERIORS
THE START TO FINISH
CARPENTRY ~ DECORATING AND
HOME ALTERATION SERVICE

For a reliable and professional tradesman
Call 01634 327019 — Philip Hobbs

15 Hallwood Close, Rainham, Kent

Mobile 07798 647747

SOLOMON ROAD SCHOOL CANTEEN Cont
could rush to whenever the air raid siren sounded. I
found such friends in the Appletons, who would
always offer you whatever goodies rationing allowed
while you waited for the all clear. If goodies were
available, your hearing was always a bit suspect when
the all clear sounded and you took your time getting
back.

My only real claim to fame was that I eventually
got to the exalted position of morning school bell
ringer — Stanley Randall tolled the afternoon bell.
And a very difficult bell to ring it was!

If my memory is not faulty, Mr Austin and I were
both members of the Rainham Branch of the St John
Ambulance Brigade cadets under the benign control
of Wesley P. Gransden of 52 Arden Street,
Gillingham. Like Mrs Barrett, Mr Gransden deserved
immortality, being one of the finest gentlemen I have
ever met. I remember that soon after the war he and
his wife Blanche opened their house to a young girl
from Holland, Nellie Fokker. Nellie and the
Gransdens visited my family in Rainham and in a
gesture of friendship I offered her the chance to hold
the family pet, the tom cat Tarzan, who had more
battle scars than most World War 2 veterans. She
shrank back in terror. When I mistakenly persisted in
trying to get her to hold Tarzan she replied, ‘In war
mother and father eat cat’. That brought me down to
carth and made me realize that OUR war had been
easy in comparison.

John Tubb (Bapchild)
SOLOMON ROAD SCHOOL
Dear Editor,

Just to say how much I enjoyed the article in
Action Forum by John Austin. As a former pupil
many memories were revived, particularly the
canteen hut and the formidable Ma Barrett. Many of
my memories of the school have long since gone, but
[ can see Mrs Barrett now, Just as you described her. I
remember her sergeant-major voice, which would
sometimes let her down by lapsing into a Robin Cook
type of squeak until it resumed its full force. I was
fascinated by the sight and smell of those long cloth-
covered jam roly-poly puddings. I have loved jam

roly-poly ever since! As a small boy those puddings
seemed to be about six feet long.

[ 'am sorry the canteen hut has gone now, as it was
more important to me than the school itself, about
which I can remember little except that my teacher
was the long-suffering Miss Mudge, who to us was
very, very old, but was probably only in her early
twenties. I cannot remember the headmaster’s name,
though the name Mr Pitcher lingers in my memory as
one of my childhood heads. At the age of five I fell in
love with one of my classmates named Anne, but alas
I was always ignored by her.

Nearly all of my old schools have been pulled
down, so at least here is one that still stands, even
without the memorable Canteen Hut.

Thanks again for the brilliant article, and for the
memories it evoked.

Owen Davis
01634 233101

SOLOMON ROAD CANTEEN
Dear Editor,

I was very interested to see the article by
Mr Austin in the May edition of Action Forum, which
a friend sent to me, about the Solomon Road Canteen.
Mr and Mrs Barrett, or Cookie and Pop as we called
them, were my parents in law. [ married their eldest
son in 1940, my husband died a few years ago and all
the others of his generation have passed away so [ am
the last one left, but I have three sons and six
grandchildren to carry on the line.

When my husband was away on HMS Resolution,
he was a Royal Marine, and I worked at Short
Brothers, Cookie used to save me one of her dinners
to have when I got home. I am enclosing a
photograph (see front page) taken outside the canteen
which I thought would be of interest to your readers,
it is amazing the likeness Mr Austin captured even
after all these years.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs K. Barrett

53 Woodchurch Road
Slanground
Peterborough PE2 8PG

LIKE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO

M THAI]E PHl[:[S HMF 22222 01634 388114

110 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM, MEDWAY KENT

Vauxhall, Rover, Nissan,
Peugeot, Renauit, Volvo,
Skoda etc, etc




GORDON J. WHITING

Waste removal cheaper than
the local council

cooker, fridge, washing machine, etc
£5.00 each
three piece suite £15.00
double beds £10.00

- HOUSE CLEARANCE -

01622 720010 Mobile 07860 559459
Licenced by K.C.C.

v

BD L GAS SERVICES
191 Station Road, Rainham, Kent
01634 232048

Visit your local gas showroom
for all your Gas Appliance needs

Cookers, Fires, Surrounds
Fires on Live ! and all installation work

MAX THE PLUMBER

Established 30 years

BATHROOMS
GENERAL PLUMBING

Estimates Free

DA CONSTRUCTION

CARPENTRY & JOINERY SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS * LOFT CONVERSIONS

GENERAL
COMMERCIAL/DOMESTIC MAINTENANCE

City & Guilds / Institute of Carpenters
TOP QUALITY AT COMPETITIVE RATES

Fed up with fair-weather window
cleaners. Then call us.

01634 372228
Mobile 07961 500737

01634 231390 MR ARCHER — Tele: (01634) 389604
SUNSHINE CLEANERS TOPSOIL
WINDOW CLEANING TURF - BARK
GUTTERS & FASCIAS COMPOSTS

GARDEN AGGREGATES
FREE DELIVERY

01634 263700

WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED
Monday to Saturday 7am to 11pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out—Free estimates
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515

Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILDS TRAINED ENGINEER Ex.R.E.M_E.

B. HAYFIELD & SONS
Builders
Established 1971

Al Building / Maintenance Work

Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072

e 's

Diary 2001

July 28th — Countryside Event. Pruning for the
novice. 10.00am to 1.00pm at Bloors Lane
allotments and the Dickens’ Centre. Tickets £1.50,
ring 812196 to book.

July 31st — Medway Scrabble Club (see 17th July).

August Ist - Friendship Circle. Parkwood Christian
Fellowship. 2.15pm. For further information
telephone 01634 365758.

August 1st — Rochester & West Kent Art Socicty.
Lower Upnor, after 3.30pm.

August 1st— Gillingham Marching Band.

August 4th — Royal Star & Garter Home Military
Tattoo, Historic Dockyard, Chatham, ring 234973
for details.

August 7th - Gillingham Horticultural Society Floral
Art Group. Evening Out to visit a Garden.

August 8th — Medway Camcorder Club. Titles and
how to create them (see [ 1th July).

August 12th — Mid-Kent Astronomical Society. Solar
Observing at Riverside Country Park. Telescopes
will be set up (weather permitting) for safe
observing of the sun. 11.00am to 5.00pm.

Ring 308035 for details.

August 13th — Medway Spinners, Dyers & Weavers
Association. Off Loom Weaving.

August 13th — Countryside Event. Evening Bird
Cruise. Tickets £12. Book and pay in advance, ring
378987.

August 14th — Medway Scrabble Club.

August 14th — Gillingham and District Fuchsia &
Pelargonium Society. An amusing and informative
talk on growing Geraniums and Pelargoniums by
Derek James from The Vernan Geranium Nursery
at Cheam.

August 14th — Medway Antiques and Collectors
Club. Just Boxes — toilet, jewellery and writing
cases — Mrs Joan Vonderdell.

August 14th — Rainham Evening Machine Knitting
Club.

Rainham Chess Club meets cvery Thursday, 7.30 to
11pm, at RWCA (Oast Housc), Granary Close off
Station Road. Ring 856903 for details.

Treat yourself to a fun day out
in a country barn studio in Lower Halstow

Beginners Calligraphy with Gold Leaf
or
Absolute Beginners Watercolour
ONE DAY CLASSES

Apri11 May 16 July 18 Aug 15
Sept19 Oct17 Nov 14 Dec 05

Phone Jacky: 01622 861983 for brochure

ACTIVITIES AT RAINHAM & WIGMORE

COMMUNITY CENTRE, GRANARY CLOSE

The Gamers’ Guild is a games club that meets every
Wednesday evening from 7.30pm. Its members
attend to play against other like-minded people
games such as Vampire the Masquerade, Werewolf
the Apocalypse, Mage the Ascension, DC Heroes,
Dune, Magic the Gathering, Dungeons and
Dragons and Advanced Dungeons and Dragons.
There is also a Warhammer 40 K tournament run
on Wednesday evenings, a map game, which is
soon moving to 3rd edition rules. On the 4th
Sunday of every month there is a tournament held
for games such as Dune and Pokemon. (Contact
Bob Baker, telephone 0798 0075969.)

CHILDREN’S SUMMER HOLIDAY

COUNTRYSIDE EVENTS

NATURE DAYS (£1 per child, under 8 must be
accompanicd).

Riverside Country Park, Mondays July 30th, August
6th, 13th & 20th. 10.30 to 12.00 noon and 1.30 to
3.00pm. Ring 378987 to book.

Capstone Park, Tuesdays August 7th, 14th, 21st &
28th. 10.00am to 12.00 noon.

Capstone Park, Thursdays August 9th, 16th, 23rd &
30th. 10.00am to 12 noon. Ring 812196 to book.

FISHING TEACH-IN (£5 per child, 8 to 16 years).

Capstone Park, Wednesdays August Ist, 15th & 29th.
10.00am to 3.00pm. Ring 812196 to book.

Cerise Reed
Feng Shui Practitionery

07710 991800

Professional advice and consultations for
practical ways in which you can improve the
quality of your life with Feng Shui.

*Space Clearing *Interior Colouring
*Furniture Placement *Elemental alignment
*Cures *Free initial consultation

D.A.Price Service
‘- Est. 1984 4
B 01634 233709/01795 842644 4
Mobile: 07860 733980

GENERAL HOUSE
MAINTENANCE
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

Household/Shop ™
Maintenance and Repairs =~
Decorating - Coving g
Carpentry - Fence Erection
Plumbing - Bathrooms Fitted
_ Odd .Jobs ;




Small Ads

Published: August 4th
Copy date: July 20th
Price: £1.65 per line

Average 4 words to a line

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Meresborough Cottages,
Gillingham, Kent ME8 8PP.

Tel: 231307

ART EXHIBITION PREVIEW
Friday 20th July 7-9pm.

Meet the artists. See
demonstrations of Pyrography
and Encaustic work. All
welcome. Rainham Bookshop,
17-25 Station Road, Rainham.

REFLEXOLOGY. Holistic
therapy to aid relaxation and help
the body heal itself. For further
information or to book an appoint-
ment please contact Jenifer Carr
MBSR on Medwav 376784.

PRUNING — Trees, Hedges,
Shrubs. Fully qualified & insured.
Jim Lindsay — 01634 366923.

HOME TUITION ENGLISH to
GCSE level. 11+ Coaching.
Creative Writing a speciality.
Jill Dixon BA Tel 234577,

LEAKING TAPS RESEATED
Loft and Toilet overflows.
Medway 262912,

DENTIST: RUTH LINDSAY,
BDS. NHS dental treatment for
elderly housebound in your own
home. All denture work. Free
denture repairs. Free treatment if
on income support.

Tel. 842566 (surgery hours).

AVENUE TENNIS CLUB
welcomes new members of
reasonable standard at Glebe
Road, Gillingham — 3 grass
courts. Enquiries Tel 230667.

FOR SALE: BROOKE BOND
TEA and other trade cards.
Sets & Odds (1960s-80s)

Tel. Med. 365110 evenings.

CALLIGRAPHY writing for all
occasions. Phone Karena on
01634 377871/01622 632643

4 ¢ BED & BREAKFAST
Accom. in Wigmore. All rooms
with colour TV. 01634 365668.

HOLISTIC THERAPIES — Reiki
— Indian Head Massage — Tarot —
Astrology — Meditation Groups —
Indulgence Days for Small
Groups. Sincere Qualified
Practitioners. 01634 371788.

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am and 6.30pm at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from Jim
Crompton, 01634 408438.

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken. Estimates Free.
Phone Dave Moon on 375069.

MATHS/PHYSICS TUITION
GCE ‘A’ level, GCSE ectc. Private
tuition in your home by highly
cxperienced/qualified tutor,
B.Sc.Hons, Cert. in Education.
Please ring 01634 377267,

LIGHTEN YOUR DARKNESS.
Call Barry Pickance — Electrician
for all domestic electrical work.
No job too small — Free estimates
emergency callout. Med 372739

SPECIAL OFFER ON MAPS.
Save £1 per map when buying
10 or more Ordnance Survey
Explorer Maps at the Rainham
Bookshop, 17 Station Road.
Medway 371591.

HOME OFFICE STUDIES
made to measure.
Replacement Kitchen and
Bedroom Doors

made to measure.
Ring R. Freed 01795 479930.

CARPENTER EST 30 YEARS
Property maintenance including
doors, windows, flooring, roofing
and general domestic/building
work. Reasonable rates.

01634 230821 or 07903 339388.

ST MATTHEW'S Community
Centre available for hire.
Medway 235518 or 370492,

NEW LIFE COMMUNITY
CHURCH. Sundays 10.30am,
Rainham Girls School, Derwent
Way. Further details from Allan
Smith, Medway 264410.

P.K.B.

All types of Gardening, Painting
and Decorating, New Guttering
and clearing. Pressure Washing,
Patios, Drives, etc. No job too
small. Phone Paul on 01634
389108 or mobile 07740647146.

FOR A PROFESSIONAL CV
constructed to highlight your
skills and experience call Tina at
JADE Business Bureau.

A full range of secretarial
services are available: 364988.

MATHEMATICS TUITION
Secondary, GCSE, A level by
experienced tutor-B.Sc.Hons.
A Level Assistant Examiner.

Tel: Medway 233374.

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance. Tree & Conifer
Surgery, Felling, Lopping,
Topping, Hedge Cutting, Gravel
Laid, Sheds, Garages, Gardens
Cleared, Sheds Repaired and
Refelted, all types Fencing.

No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404.

TREE & SHRUB SURGERY
Garden Welfare & Planning.
Life Time of Experience.
Ray Wade Medway 233957.

BOB DOUGLAS OF RAINHAM
writes about his apprenticeship at
EPR, Gillingham, in the latest
issuc of BYGONE KENT
available in the Rainham
Bookshop, 17 Station Road.

ANNEKE’S FLORAL DESIGN
A complete co-ordinated Service
of unique Flower Designs for
Your Wedding, Venue &
Reception. Tel 01634 364123 for
a brochure or appointment.
flowers@annekes.co.uk
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OUR OWN FRUIT, & LOCAL
VEGETABLES, IN SEASON.
(New Apple season starts: end of
July.)

STRAWBERRIES June/July.
PLANTS interesting varieties
now available.

From PUMP FARM, Pump Lane
(below bridge), Rainham.

Open 6 days per week 10am-4pm
Closed Mondays only.

PILATES CLASSES!

Matwork courses, 1-1, workshops
taught by a fully qualified
member of Body Control Pilates
Association. A friendly and safe
atmosphere! For more details ring
Sarah Willson 07748087537,

THE GRANARY CHURCH
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close

Sunday — 10.15am

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel 01795 844031

CHIROPODIST J. JUDGE A.Ch.P
Corns, Calluses, Ingrowing Nails.
Home Visits. Med 361720.

DISCO - professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
“T'he Black Pepper Roadshow’
Jim Lindsay 375552.

NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 234149.

GRASS MOWING, HEDGE
cutting, Weeding, Garden
tidying. Friendly service.
01634 378763.

LITERACY ONE TO ONE
Home tuition 7-11 years.
Reading and creative writing.
Hilary Harris 01634 234105.

JOHN INNES SEED &
POTTING COMPOST always
available. 20 kilo bag: £2.50.
Also 300 litre Grower Bales of
Peat: £9.50. Meresborough
Nursery — Medway 231639.

PIANO, KEYBOARD, FLUTE
tuition. Exp. teacher Med 378038

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE HALL

To Hire Ring Med. 374732.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green
Sunday Service 10.15am to

12 noon. Further details from
Richard Hayton (01634) 235799.

PLUMBER Corgi Reg
Fireplaces, Bathrooms, Gas work,
Central Heating all undertaken.
Tel: Gary 01634 365484.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Recently refurbished with
facilities for the disabled,
including induction loop for the
hard of hearing. Ideal hall for
Weddings, parties and meetings
Attractive setting-Ample parking
To book phone: 01634 364859

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11am and 6.30pm,
Treasure Seekers and
Ambassadors 10am. Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting:
Tuesday 7.45pm. Visitors
Welcome. Pastor Rev T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

For STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
new or reconditioned. Also
electrical work carried out.

Tel: Contact for Electrical
01634 374524 for free estimate.

TREE STUMP GRINDING
AND TREE REMOVAL
SERVICE. Tel Roger Alsey.
01634 376776 for an estimate.

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and all Garden
Machinery repairs. Med 361217.

ADVERTISING RATES

SOPHISTICATS as well as being
the most comprehensive gift
shop in the area, we have built up
a reputation for our first class
PICTURE FRAMING service.
Be it tapestry, collage, print, oil
or medals, you will always find
advice on hand as to the best way
of presenting them at 31 Station
Road, Rainham. Tel. 361436.

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS. Kent
Villages etc. Ideal for club

evenings, usually available at
short notice. £15 per evening.
Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240.

SPAIN — COSTA BLANCA
Individually designed Villa,

2 Double Bedrooms and

2 Bathrooms, Lounge with Sofa
Bed, Dining Room & F/F Kitchen.
10x5m private pool & BBQ.
Covered and uncovered terraces.
Close to restaurants, shops, sea
and golf, Available all year round.
Phone Med: 318781.

RE-UPHOLSTERY
Reasonable rates, free estimates.
Ron James: 01795 520635.

BOOKS WANTED
Immediate Cash!
Phone Medway 360227

WWW.RAINHAMBOOKSHOP.
CO.UK Log on to find out more
about us, various functions
planned, Bygone Kent, news
from our CD department etc.

PAINTER/DECORATOR

30 years’ experience.

Tel: Doug Marchant

01634 373016 or 07930 627241
for free estimate.

With the continuing building of new houses in the area we have

increased our print run to 20,000.

1/8th page One issue: £31.00
Three issues: £85.50
Twelve issues:  £323.00

Small Ads per line per issue: £1.65

Concessionary rates for Small Ads are available for Charities.

All rates are on the basis of prepayment. Please make cheques
payable to Action Forum and send to 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 8PP. Copy date is usually
the penultimate Saturday cach month, for publication the first

Saturday of the next month.




MIKE O’BRIEN
INSURANCE SERVICES

(Independent Intermediary)
HOUSEHOLD & CAR INSURANCE
TRAVEL & COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

Serving the people of Rainham
since 1969

01634 373757

or email on www.lowcost-insurance.net
33 Station Road Rainham Kent

AND WE HAVE A MORTGAGE TO SUIT

Buy To Let Mortgages,

IT’S YOUR MOVE ...

Status & Non-status Mortgages
100% Mortgages

Re-mortgages

Call Michael O'Brien Insurance Services
for a free consultation (01634-302701)
33 Station Road, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7RS

Investment Author
. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST !
l‘e:z THE PIA DO KOT REGULATE MORTGAGES o
BE  YOURHOME ISATRISK I YOU BO KOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON
'y MORTGAGES OR OTHER LOAKNS SECURED ON 1T

A member of DIS Financial Masnagement PLC »lu\l: o regulated by the Personal

£01795 522 200

Specialist kitchen / bedroom suppliers
Appliances and ceramic tiles

Wildwinds Barn, Norton Crossroads,
Teynham, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 9JY

www.roots.eu.com/af.htm

ARPETLINE

SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
Carpets, Rugs and Vinyl Supplies
HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Available Daytime. Evenings & Weekends

Medway 234882

THE SHOP WHERE
NOTHING IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE

ART DEMONSTRATIONS

PYROGRAPHY - PAT FRICKER
ENCAUSTIC WORK - EVELYN HARMON

FRIDAY 20 JULY 7-9PM
ALL WELCOME

Rainham Bookshop
17-25 Station Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS
Tel: 01634 371591 Fax: 01634 262114

e

DAVE MOON
ROOFING
REPARS. GUTTERING. VERTICAL I’l.‘:l‘? FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS
For Free Estimates telephone:

01634 375069

and Evenings
No Job too LARGE or SMALL
WE DO THEM “ALL”

Email: shop@rainhambookshop.co.uk

e 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons
01634 373111

130 High Street, Rainham
Kent ME8 8AR

qn ttmrw 0,‘3 *mu.d,

(}wmv tal (_]}Uweiou
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
® Pre- arranged Funeral Plans

127 Watling Street
Gillingham, Kent ME7 2Y'Y
Car parking available

e Private Chapels of Rest
® Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 408777
25 New Road, Chalham
Kent ME4 4QJ
Car parking available




