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One of the three new photographs of Rainham sold by The Friends of St Margaret’s
(see letter on page 2)

CLIFFORD MILLER

INSURANCE BROKERS

Satisfied clients have enabled us to become successful brokers providing
a county-wide service from Rainham since 1969.
Now back at our old offices above NatWest Bank.

70 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM
TEL 373021
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more or to help other people we have just the thing
this month. Several Scout Groups in and around
Rainham desperately need adult help (see page 3 for
details). The Scouts are nationally having a big
recruiting drive for boys which obviously means
they will also need additional leaders as well as
replacing those who have to give up their office. If
however you would prefer to work with girls new
leaders are also required by the local Guide units.
Mrs Gray on Medway 571589 can give you more

Editorial

Rather belatedly a Very Happy New Year to all our
readers. Now that 1991 is well and truly with us it is
perhaps time to reflect upon Christmas past.
Congratulations to the residents of Grain Road who
once again contributed a magnificent free spectacle
in the shape of their Christmas lights. For anyone
who has not visited Grain Road during December it
is well worth remembering next year. Most of the
houses put on marvellous and imaginative displays
which attract a continuous queue of slow moving
vehicles during the evenings not unlike Blackpool’s
famous golden mile in September. Thank you very
much Grain Road, you certainly add a massive dose
of Christmas Cheer in this locality and long may
your illuminations continue, they are certainly
appreciated by many, many people.

Recent years have brought dramatic periods of
weather particularly in Kent. I have heard
explanations of the beginning of a new ice age for
the extremely cold winter we experienced a few years
ago, the Greenhouse effect is widely blamed for the
record breaking temperatures last summer and
similarly the drought which has affected us for at
least the past two years, but I have heard little to
explain away the frequent violent winds we are
suffering. The first really bad storm I remember was
only about ten years ago when at the time of one of
the Fastnet boat races late in August a tremendous
storm hit the small fleet causing many casualties.
The same storm blew down the hop garden behind
our house just as it was about ready for harvest.
Since that occasion there have been a handful of
further dates when the wind has been of sufficient
strength to cause structural damage in
Meresborough. But it seems to me that the storms
are now occurring with regular monotony. Can
anyone offer any explanation for these strong winds
or is it just one of those things and we will
eventually return to a long period of calmer
weather. In a way it is a relief to at last have
prolonged bouts of rain as at least it must be
topping up our underground reserves and reservoirs
so perhaps next year we will actually be able to
grow some vegetables with reasonable hope of being
able to water them and get a decent crop.

If your New Year’s Resolution was to get out

information.

May we wish you all a very prosperous and
successful 1991 and look forward to seeing you all
again in March.

Correspondence (

THE FRIENDS OF ST MARGARET'’S
Dear Editor,

The Friends of St Margaret’s Church have
published three post cards of Rainham, They are on
sale in the church, in Rainham Bookshop and in
certain stationers and newsagents. You may wish to
publish one or more of them in Action Forum (see
the view of the White House and the High Street on
our front cover).

The Friends help to raise funds for the upkeep of
the church and anyone who would like to join us
(membership is £3.50 per year) may wish to get in
touch with me. We would particularly like to hear
from residents of Rainham who would like to be
associated with the church but not necessarily as
members of the congregation.

Yours sincerely,
Joe Ennis
Medway 35182

RAINHAM JUDO CLUB
Dear Editor,

Rainham Judo Club has been an active clp’ in
this area for the past 20 years, with the ent ism
of Terry Malkinson, who runs the club, and his
helpers and coaches.

To date we have a strong club membership of
Juniors and Seniors. We have many successes in the
competitive field.

The club is based at the Crest Factory at Bowaters
roundabout — new members are always welcome.

For further information phone Terry on Medway
389477,

1IST LOWER HALSTOW SCOUT GROUP
Dear Editor,

Is it possible that some of your readers could help
us?

We are a small village Scout Group comprising
about fifteen scouts who are in desperate need of a
Group Leader. We have assistants to help run the
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Group but we need somebody to take over the
general running. Our Scout Leader retired from the
Group in the Spring after many years with us, and
since then we have been struggling to keep the
Group going. We are now at the point that if we
can find no one to help us we may have to close,
which would be a great loss for a small community
where every club for the youngsters is vital,

Is there anybody who perhaps is a warranted
Leader and would like to come back out of retire-
ment? Or somebody who feels they would like to
enter into this sort of hobby — it can be very
rewarding? If you feel you would like more details
please contact our Group Scout Leader, Len Saxton,
on Newington 842805 any evening. We really would
wcﬁ:ﬁ'nc any enquiries.

L\oe that you may be able to help in some way.
Yours sincerely,
S.J. Baptie
Group Secretary
14 Burntwick Drive
Lower Halstow

ACTION AID WEEK
Dear Editor,

I would like to say how grateful my wife and I
were to the public for their support during our
collection for Action Aid. We collected at the top of
Pump Lane and in Langdale Close and the polite
and helpful support we received was most
encouraging.

The funds collected all go to help the work of
Action Aid in combating illiteracy throughout the
developing world.

By popular request, in order to take advantage of
the longer evenings and to minimise the possibility
of clashing with other major charity fundraising
weeks it was been decided to change the date of
Action Aid Week to the Ist-8th June 1991,

Thank you again all who contributed to last
)-'ez)‘(' "~ total of £?§,98, we hope with your help to do
ev&l etter next time.

Yours faithfully,
N.R. Illlman

WOMEN’'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

ON THE JOURNEY TOGETHER

Karibu (KAR EE BU) Welcome

The services world wide in 1991 are written by the
women of Kenya and are held on Friday March 1st.
They invite us to come on a safari, a journey, with
them in prayer. They remind us that Jesus is the
way and Jesus lights the way for us as we journey
together.

There is to be a service for ladies and gentlemen
of all the churches at 7.30 at St Margaret’s Rainham
and afternoon services at Twydall and Wigmore.

Hurambee
Pulling together

GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND

Gillingham Branch thank everyone who helped us to
make 1990 a good year. Owing to changed
circumstances we need one or two new Committee
members for 1991. If you would like to support a
very good cause please ring Ron Mustill, 387446,
344 Broadway, Gillingham.

Distribution

DOOR-TO-DOOR DISTRIBUTORS are needed for
the following roads. If you are able to volunteer
your services for about an hour during the first
weekend of each month Alan Parmenter would be
very pleased to hear from you (Medway 365817).

WILLIAM STREET

SUFFOLK AVENUE

BRAMLEY CLOSE

BLACKTHORNE ROAD

PRINYS DRIVE

HANOVER DRIVE

GEORGIAN WAY

MAIDSTONE ROAD

(Between Bettescombe & Kenilworth)

SALISBURY AVENUE

FARNHAM CLOSE

SMARDEN WALK

WOLLASTON CLOSE

DRIVER TRAINING
OF THE FINEST
STANDARD
By

THOMAS ROWE

Former Department of Transport
Supervising Examiner

MEDWAY 362372

CHRIS TONG

REPLACEMENT WINDOW AND DOUBLE
GLAZING SPECIALIST
ALL WORK PERSONALLY RECOMMENDED
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Telephone: Medway 371172




Diary 9]

Keeper: Mrs Christine Smith
275 Wigmore Riad

Tel: 33098
No charge is made for Diary entries.

January 19th — Medway & District Group HF
Holidays. Meet at Herne Bay Station at 9.40am.
Walk to Birchington. Return by train. 8 miles.
Coastal walk.

January 20th — Medway Group Ramblers
Association. Start 10.00am. Meet at Trottiscliffe
Village Hall, GR643602. Park in the village hall
car park. 7 miles.

January 24th — Barn Dance. 7.30-9.30pm. At
Aburound House, Woodlands Road (opposite
children’s playground). Beginners welcome.
Telephone Medway 57282 for further details.

January 24th — Medway Camera Club. The Reg
Burton Trophy (prints) Judge Les Ayres. 7.30pm
The Baptist Church Hall, Borstal Street, Borstal
Village.

January 25th — Chatham Dockyard Historical
Society. Early Naval Aviation History —

Mr C Mottram, RNAS Yeovilton. Talk starts at
7.30pm. Medway Arts Centre, Chatham. Car
parking free at back of Centre.

January 27th — Medway & District HF Holidays.
Meet Rainham Station at 10.00am. About
10 mile walk.

January 27th — Medway Group Ramblers
Association. Start 10.00am. Meet at Shipbourne
near Tonbridge, opposite the Church GR594523
(5 miles).

January 27th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.00pm Newington Station.

January 29th — St Matthew’s Women’s Fellowship.
Tracing Family Tree — Mr Lerpiniere. 8.00pm
in the Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Wigmore.

January 30th — St Margaret’s Church Hall, Orch:
Street, 7.30pm. Talk and Slides. Life in the Fa
East by Mr J.M. McKenzie. Everyone welcom:
£1 includes refreshments.

January 30th — Medway and District Group HF
Holidays. Leader Dick Fordham. Meet
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre, outside
‘Safeways’, 10.30am. About 5 miles walk,
ending at Hempstead Valley at lunch time.

January 31st — Barn Dance. 7.30-9.30pm. At
Aburound House, Woodlands Road (opposite
children’s playground). Beginners welcome.
Telephone Medway 57282 for further details.

January 31st — Medway Camera Club. Members
Evening,

January 31st — The Rainham Red Cross ax(
a Coffee Morning and Mini Jumble Sale at
10.30am at 46 Orchard Street. Admission 20p.

Febrl.fary Ist — Gillingham Music Society. Request
Night on Compact Disc. 7.15-9.15pm at
Gillingham Adult Education Centre, Green
Street.

February 3rd — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.15pm Larkfield Village Hall.

February 3rd — Medway Group Ramblers
A_ssociation. Start 11.00am. Meet at Adisham
Village Green, S.E. of Canterbury GR228543.
Park courteously in the village. Route: Adisham-
Cooting Downs-Adisham-Bossington-Wingham
Well-Bramling Downs-Adisham. Pub stop.

(6.5 miles).

February 4th — Wigmore Road Safety Club (Tufty)
2.30-3.15pm at St Matthew’s Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore.

Fcbrt_lary 7th — Medway Camera Club. An evening
with Steven Kirk (slides).

February 9th — Medway & District Group HF
Holidays. Meet Meopham Station 10.00am.
Packed lunch, possibly pub stop. About 8 mile
walk.

February 9th — JUMBLE SALE. 10.00am (
Meredale Infant School, Solomon Road,
Rainham.

February 10th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.15pm. Capstone Country Park.

ldir

February 10th — Medway Group Ramblers
Association. Start 10.30am. Meet in the public
car park Upper Upnor. GR757706. Route:
Upnor-Chattenden-Frindsbury-Upnor. Pub stop.
(5.5 miles).

February 11th — Medway Organ Club presents
Mark Speight. 7.30pm for 8 at Parkwood
Community Centre.

February 12th — Gillingham & District Fuchsia
Society. Phil Outred — Talk on Fuchsias.
7.30pm at The United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham.

February 12th — St Matthew’s Women’s Fellowship.
Give us a Clue — Men’s Fellowship. 8.00pm.
Febry-~v 14th — Bredhurst Garden Club. Mrs Mary
1\(: . abe, Southern Water Services. Illustrated
Talk ‘Work of Southern Water’. 8.00pm in the

Village Hall.

February 14th — Maidstone Recorded Music Club.
Definitely Not Romantic, music before 1800 and
after 1945. Keith Hunter. 7.15pm Central
Library, St Faiths Street, Maidstone.

February 14th — Medway Camera Club. 3rd Print
Competition. Judge R. Force.

February 15th — Wigmore Evening Townswomen'’s
Guild. Popular Music on the Organ — Mrs P.

Ferrigan. Competition: Something in Brass.
8.00pm in the Community Centre, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore.

Family Problems?

Talk them over confidentially with a

professional experienced counsellor.

Specialising in problems caused by
past sexual abuse

}}i.r‘q Merrywood Counselling on
Medway 378399

for an appointment

e

February 15th — Gillingham Music Society. ‘From
Walt Disney to Wagner’ — How an interest in
Music came from seeing ‘Fantasia’ — presented
by Don Kingsnorth.

February 16th — INDOOR BOOT FAIR —

St Margaret’s Church Hall, Orchard Street,
10.00am-1.00pm. To hire a stall — £6 please ring
360090, 372680 or 35530. Refreshments available.
Admission 20p.

February 16th — Medway and District Group HF
Holidays. Social Afternoon at Rainham
Methodist Church Hall, Station Road. 2.00pm to
5.00pm. Talk and slides by Dennis Turner on
New Zealand. Refreshments 75p.

February 17th — Medway and District Group HF
Holidays. Meet Higham Station 10.50am. Pub
lunch at Cooling. 10 mile walk.

February 17th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.15pm The Strand car park, Gillingham.

February 17th — Medway Group Ramblers
Association. Start 10.00am. Meet at Charing
Station GR950491. Park at the Station
(8 mile walk).

February 19th — Medway and District Group HF
Holidays. Meet Rainham Station 10.00am.
Calling at Gore Farm for snack lunch.

4-5 mile walk.

February 21st — Medway Camera Club.
Club Action.

February 22nd — Chatham Dockyard Historical
Society. Ships Badges and Their Connection with
Kent by Mr H. Bennett & Mr D. Taylor. 7.30pm
at The Medway Arts Centre, Chatham. (Old
Town Hall). h

February 23rd — Medway and District Group HF
Holidays. Meet Sittingbourne Station 9.45am.
Walk via Bredgar, Milhurst and Rodmersham.
Packed lunch. About 10 miles. No dogs please.

February 24th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.15pm Cossington. Turn left immediately
after Garage at bottom of Bluebell Hill and park
on right.

continued on page 13

COMPLETE FURNITURE
RESTORATION
SERVICE

French Polishing
Traditional Upholstery, Caning,
Repairs, Respringing, etc.

Telephone
Richard Edwards

Medway 375278

Dirty Carpets?

Do your Carpets and
Upholstery need
Professional Cleaning?

For a free estimate, ring
after 6pm for personal attention
*ALSO D.1.Y. SELF HIRE »

Carpet Care
MED: 33821

o CARPETS

- HOME SELECTION

NS * FREE ESTIMATES

Gose FLOTEX

* REPAIRS AND READAPTIONS

Tel: Medway 360225

EVENINGS
SUPERB SELECTION OF
AXMINSTERS, BERBERS,
SHADOWS, TWISTS, VELVETS,
SAXONYS, BATHROOM &
KITCHEN CARPETS

FAST EFFICIENT
PERSONAL SERVICE FOR
MEASURING, ESTIMATING
AND FITTING




KW ELECTRONIC
SERVICES

No €Call Out Charge
All TV, Video, Hi Fi, Cassette/Radio,
etc.
Repaired & Serviced
ALSO RECONDITIONED TV & VIDEQ
FOR SALE
All work guaranteed at least 3 months

TELEPHONE: Medway 364943

ACCOUNTANTS
Retired Inland Revenue

A family practice offering personal

attention and advice

— Self Employed: Accountancy, Book-keeping

VAT Assistance, Loans and Finance
- Retired Persons: ensuring full Tax Rel
Sound Investment Incomes Arranged
B. R. WATSON & Associates
24 Longley Road, Rainham

Medway 371689

iefs

“WE CLEAN”
CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
ALSO HIRE SERVICE
“Satisfaction Guaranteed”

All Seasons Cleaning Service
10 Ely Close, Rainham

MED 35920
ESTABLISHED 1972

J.F. LALOR Proprietor

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL

SERVICE
RAINHAM
144 High Street, Rainham
Phone (0634) 364970

Daimler Saloons

Horse Drawn Hearses Available
Private Chapels of Rest — 24 Hr Service
Monumental Masons
Arrangements can be made in the
privacy of your own home at no cost
Parking Facilities {some)

KCS Ltd, Maidstone Rd, Chatham, ME4 6DE

Gerald Lukehurst

House Furnishers
1-56 High Street,
Sittingbourne, Kent.

69/71, 82/84 High Street
Rainham, Kent.

Tel. Sitt. 28283

Tel. 387234

Carpets and Curtains

B.HAYFIELD & GO.
(Builders) LTD.

Established locally over 20 years
9, THE WILLOWS

RAINHAM, KENT
TEL MEDWAY 34072

@®ALL NEW EXTENSIONS BUILT

@ALL TYPES OF PORCHES BUILT
@ALL TYPES OF PATIOS BUILT

Inciuding Roofing, Plymbing, Plastering
and other General Building Work

(

@ ALL MAINTENANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN

DAVID PAYNE

Painting, Decorating and
General Muaintenance
Interior & Exterior

69 Windermere Drive
Rainham, Kent. ME8 9DX

MEDWAY (0634) 34070
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4TH GILLINGHAM (RAINHAM) SEA SCOUT
GROUP

1991 heralds the 75th Anniversary of Scouting in
Rainham

The 1st Rainham Scout Troop was formed in 1916
and is still in existence today but under a different
name.

The 4th is the only Sea Scout Group in the
Gillingham District which is recognised by the Royal
Navy, for its standard of dress, discipline,
knowledge and badgework. This year the Group is
hoping to arrange a number of events to celebrate
our ‘Birthday’ and one of these will be to hold an
‘open weekend’ for all ex Cubs, Scouts, leaders and
helpers to visit our headquarters in Berengrave
La/. X Rainham, to meet old colleagues and friends
and w reminisce over the ‘good old days’.

During this weekend we are hoping to stage a
small exhibition of photographs and memorabilia
covering the history of the Group.

May we through your publication ask if any of
your readers who were members of the above
Groups that have any photographs, badges, etc. that
they can loan to us for this weekend, we would be
extremely grateful.

They will of course be carefully looked after and
returned. Please contact the following who will
arrange collection:
Group Scout Leader
Ray Austin
763 Lower Rainham Rd
Rainham, Gillingham
Kent ME8 7UB
Tel: Medway 30039

Ass.Group Scout Leader
Brian Cull

141 Berengrave Lane
Rainham, Gillingham
Kent ME8 7UJ

Tel: Medway 32848

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM
Dear Editor,

The picture of Station Road Methodist Church in
a recent issue of Action Forum brought back
mermrpries of my boyhood. The church was only
t ‘m(_r -three years old, the Minister was Rev. James
Stephens, the Secretary Mr Harry Mattocks, and the
Sunday School Superintendent Mr Alf Ransley.

I was learning the violin, and when I was eleven

my teacher, Mr Billy Edmonds, thought I was
proficient enough to join the orchestra which played
with the organ for evening services. We had long
music stands which hooked over the front pew, and
bentwood chairs which were kept behind the
Communion rail. Mark Ransley, Monty Clark, Bert
Mears, Norman Stephens (the Minister’s son), Leslie
Long and I played the violin, and Billy Edmonds
and Sonna Kitchingham the "cello. The orchestra
had its heyday in the early 1930s, but by 1936 its
number dwindled to one violin.

When I first went to the church the choir pews
were against the wall on both sides, and the pulpit
had a flight of steps both to the left and right. The
pulpit steps and choir stalls were removed and re-
sited on the stepped platform to the right of the
pulpit, and the vestry and organ loft built to house
the new organ. This was built by Tovey, organ
builder of Maidstone. Miss Salmon was organist,
succeeded by Mr Fred Golding and later Miss
Roots, Mr Frank Friday having been organist of the
original instrument.

The highlight of the year was the Sunday School
Anniversary, held on the second Sunday in June.
All the children sat on a platform erected in front of
the pulpit, and either recited a poem on sang action
songs. The preacher was always Mr Fred Auger, a
farmer from Borstal near Rochester. He was
wonderful with the children, always finding
something to praise even when we forgot our lines.
The church was so crowded for the anniversary
service that forms were brought in from the school-
room and placed in the aisles, where they were
quickly filled.

Concerts were organised to raise money for the
Church Organ Fund. First there would be a ‘Men’s
Effort’, then a ‘“Women’s Effort’ and finally a
‘Combined Effort’. These were always well attended
and much enjoyed.

My church-going days ended in July 1939 when I
was called up in the first batch of militia, but I look
back on those pre-war years with much happiness.

F.C. Foster
109 High Street
Newington, Sittingbourne

JOHN DAVIS

Carpet Supplier and fitter
Medway 388302

25 Years Experience Rugs

Superb Selection Axminsters

Free Fitting Berbers Shadows
Free Estimates Twists Velvets
Adaptions Saxonys Bathroom

Home Selection Kitchen Carpets
-

™ 1

MEN-OF-KENT
OUTSIDE BAR FACILITIES

ENGAGEMENTS &
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES, ETC.

MED 31403




SAVE A PLACE FOR WILDLIFE

WHAT IS THE KTNC?
When did you last see . . . a host of cowslips on a
grassy bank . . . or a bat catching insects at dusk
... or a barn owl gliding silently across fields and
hedgerows?

In Britain wildlife habitats have been disappearing
at an alarming rate and many species are now on
the danger list.

Many people have expressed their concern for
Kent’s countryside by joining the Kent Trust for
Nature Conservation.

The KTNC was found in 1958 and today is

working to

@ protect and conserve the wildlife of Kent

@ encourage wider public interest in the county’s
natural history

@ offer opportunities for anyone to play a practical
part in conservation work on nature reserves and
other valuable sites throughout the country.

The KTNC is one of 48 County Trusts and 30
urban wildlife groups who are actively promoting
wildlife conservation in Britain.

On a national level, the Trusts and their 180,000
members are represented by the Royal Society for
Nature Conservation.

WHAT DOES THE KTNC DO?

KTNC acquires land of specific wildlife interest and
importance. Each area is carefully protected and
managed as a nature reserve. To date the Trust has
more than 3,500 acres of Kent’s countryside in its

LEE’'S
ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING

Complete Re-Wires, Sockets,
and Lights, Immersion Heaters,
Showers, Kitchens and
Bathrooms installed

MEDWAY 373327/34142

care. KTNC provides advice to landowners on all
aspects of nature conservation. Local Authority
planning departments frequently liaise with KTNC
from the earliest stages of development projects.

KTNC works closely with the local education
authorities at every level to encourage student
interest and practical involvement in nature
conservation.

( by
1
o /

Young naturalists can join the WATCH club,
which is the national environmental club for young
people and the junior wing of the County Trust
movement. KTNC actively promotes wildlife
conservation through lectures, exhibitions, events
and regular contact with the media.

KTNC has ten local Groups representing the Trust
in their communities. Each provides a wide ranging
programme of activities and, through the Trust’s
‘village representative network’, ensures that local
opinion can be voiced.
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D.H. MILLER

ESTABLISHED 21 YEARS

For all your Plumbing Services
HELP is on its way
Upgrading & Servicing of
old Systems a Speciality
® CENTRAL HEATING

® LUXURY BATHROOMS
& SHOWERS

MEDWAY 35831
36 High Street, Rainham

HOW YOU CAN HELP

The countryside belongs to us all and it is therefore
our responsibility to protect the varied habitats and
the wildlife they support. The task of conserving
nature is an immense one and, while much of the
work is carried out by dedicated bands of
volunteers, support and help is always needed.

Do you enjoy the ‘outdoor life’? Then join our
Conservation Volunteer teams for a Sunday task on
one of our nature reserves.

Are you a natural organiser? Then support the
local group commmittee. Your help in manning
displays, selling Trust goods, arranging walks, talks
and events will be very welcome.

Are you a keen naturalist? Then become a Trust
su% ar or recorder.

wost important of all, you can be part of the
KTNC by becoming a member.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP?

® A guide to KTNC nature reserves with maps and
detailed information on each of the sites

@ Natural World, three copies annually (RSNC
colour publication)

@ Kent Wildlife Focus, three copies annually

(KTNC publication)

Local group events programme and newsletter

Access to KTNC nature reserves

The opportunity to meet people with the same

enthusiasm and interest

@ The knowledge that you are supporting the
conservation of Kent’s wildlife

How much does it cost?

Individual Member £12.00
Family Member (covers unlimited number

of family members living at one address) £15.00
Family Member (including WATCH

Supplement). To include WATCH member-

ship for up to four children at a

=*uced rate £18.00
P ner Member £6.00
Student Membership (under 18 and in

full-time education) £6.00

Group Membership (Schools, clubs,
companies etc through a named individual)  £15.00

AUTOWISE

All types of repair work and
servicing carried out to a
high standard.
Mechanical - Electrical
Welding and Bodywork.
Special work considered.
Good Rates.

Otterham Creek, Otterham Quay
Lane, Rainham, Kent.
Phone: Med. 32961

WATCH Member (WATCH is the national
environmental club for children and forms
the junior wing of the County Trusts.
Members receive their own magazines
‘WATCHWORD’ and ‘Kent WATCH News’
and take part in a range of WATCH
activities. *£3.50

*£5.00 for up to four children of the same family

living at one address.

P.0. Box 29, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1YH.

Tel: Maidstone 53017

LATEST RSPCA NEWS (Gillingham Branch)

I am sure that our House to House Collectors in the
Wigmore, Parkwood and Rainham area will be
pleased to note that we raised £854.37 in 1990. Our
thanks to the Collectors, and also the many kind
and interested residents who contributed to the
Branch Funds. I do hope you will be able to help
again.

I met our Inspector today when I was with the
Secretary planning our newsletter; he was organising
bags of dry peat for bedding for some rescued
swans.

His latest adventure was in 4 feet of treacherous
mud; with some other helpers; rescuing an injured
swan which was unable to walk, and was stranded
on a mud flat.

Luckily the swan was captured and taken for
veterinary treatment. There was a nasty infected
gash on the swan’s leg where a fisherman’s hook
had become embedded. After treatment the swan is
now recuperating at a foster home, and it is hoped
that it will be returned to its mate on the river in a
week’s time.

Let us all make 1991 a Happy and Safe Year for
our precious wildlife. Fishermen please make sure
you have packed up all your discarded tackle —
everyone take home all your litter. Plastic bags and
plastic bottle rings are a great danger in the country-
side too.

Perhaps our slogan should have been
KEEP BRITAIN CLEAN AND SAFE.

RSPCA Member and
House to House
Collector

[ SECRETARIAL & TRANSLATION |
SERVICES

All secretarial work undertaken
Telephone answering service
C.V.s compiled/typed
Language translation
Swan Secretarial Services
Medway (0634) 281254




;
fairways

CAR SALES - SERVICE - BODYSHOP - PARTS

[ Learn to

RELAX

through Yoga and Meditation
Classes at Twydall on
most Tuesday evenings.

ACCOUNTANTS / TAX CONSULTANTS

Personal Service, with reasonable fees,
for the Employed, Self Employed and
Businesses.

FIXED FEE CONSULTATION £10 +VAT
Please telephone for details,

SALTER—-MCLEAN

62 Watling Street, Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YN
Medway 54502/3

“Floristics 8
The Art of Floristry
Fresh — Silk — Dried
Bridal Bouguets (also pressed & framed)
Headdresses - Corsages - Pedestals
Special Occasions
Speciality Cakes:
Weddings - Anniversaries
Birthdays - Novelty

London Trained Tel: 0634 32622

Timberspin

Private and Commercial:

Property Maintenance, Restorations,
Handcrafr.n.?d Woodwork, Tree Felling,
Rustic Chestnut Specialist.

Tony Whiting Medway (0634) 373928

GIL
BUS'#IE"SGSHPAAH;K Details please phone
TEL - 0634 377344 Mednay 32895
QUALIFIED M C CONSTRUCTION |

For all your new
PVC Fascias,
Soffits,
Cladding and Guttering

Phone 362437

For Free Estimates

CASH PAID FOR
OLD FURNITURE AND
EFFECTS (Pre 1940)
ALSO
HOUSES CLEARED

PHONE: )
NEWINGTON (0795) 843694

futurecom

7 Station Road, Rainham
Medway 379826
We are the experts for
ALL types of telephones, answering
and fax machines, radio pagers,
call loggers, pay phones,
DIY wiring & accessories.

Equipment Repair Service.

Scouts

Qur trip to breadhurst woods
When I went to breadhurst wood. I first was told to
put my bag with the others, then I went and played
on the obstacle course. After that we were put in
groups and played this game where you had to find
a card with a letter on it they were hard to find, but
we got all ours, but the unfair part was that if you
got all yours you could get the other groups cards.
After we had lunch we went on the obstacle course,
the ones who got over it got a point for there arrow
work. After that we cooked sausages and marsh-
ma s on the fire. After, we built some huts and
testcw them with flour, but it got through ours.
After, we played a game, where we ran away and
vou had to get to the flag post with out getting
caught. We had two games of it then we had to go
home.

Chris Burkett
Christopher is a Cub Scout in the 17th Gillingham
(St Margaret’s, Rainham) Group, Scott Pack, who
meet on Monday evenings, between 6 and 8 pm at
Wakeley Road School.

This Cub pack urgently needs helpers, male or
female, who would enjoy spending a couple of
hours a week working with youngsters between the
age of 8 and 10 years.

No previous experience of Scouting is necessary.
Please contact Mrs Pat Smith, Berengrave Lane.
Tel: 33300 for further information.

Thank you.

THE DARLAND BANKS NEED YOU

This splendid open space is now being managed by a
joint team from the KTNC and the Council. They
have decided what needs doing, and, with the help
of a poll of local householders, have been confirmed
in sr"*r plan to graze cattle within the existing

padl  k fencing. Some will know that the
alternative plan of putting a fence around the
perimeter came second. Having lost that batile, the
war against the encroaching scrub must not also be
lost.

The KTNC, the MTCV, the MUWG, all have the
Banks on their schedule, but they have other
responsibilities also. This eri de coeur is to all locals
who enjoy the Banks as much as you do your back
garden; especially to those whose dogs enjoy it even
more.

Your muscle and enthusiasm is needed on the first
Sunday of each month to put the management plan
into effect. Before the cattle can tackle the young
shoots, you and I have to cut down and burn the
mature ones. Come along at 10 o’clock for a couple
of hours (or longer if you can stay). If you are
prepared to bring a bowsaw, lopper or secateurs,
that would help, but it’s not necessary. Some tools
will be available, and there’s always the fire to tend
and the tea to make. What you must do is wear a
pair of stout gardening gloves. The stuff we are
fighting is vicious!

See you there; if not on January 6th (because you
wont have read this by them) or February 3rd, then
surely you’ll come on March 3rd? Come on, put the
dates in your new diary. Now!

Yours sincerely,
D.J. Bendle
22 Gainsborough Close

ARTS IN MEDWAY

LEARN HOW TO PRODUCE POSTERS

AND NEWSLETTERS

Arts in Medway are leading a workshop on how
voluntary groups and organisations can produce
good-looking posters and newsletters, without too
much expense.

The workshop will take place at the CVS Office,
Bridge Centre, 15a New Road Avenue, Chatham, on
Saturday 19th January.

The emphasis will be on good presentation, using
the photocopier and a few tricks of the trade.

The day will begin at 10am and the last hour,
from 3pm until 4pm, will offer opportunities for
using the desk top publishing facilities at the CVS,

Cost of attending is £7.50, to include a buffet
lunch. Don’t miss this opportunity to brighten up
your organisation’s image.

FREIGHT
FORWARDING

Export Packing - Haulage
Land - Sea - Air
Documentation

SECRETARIAL
SERVICES
Wordprocessing
DTP - Printing
Photocopying - Fax

Jade Business Bureau
21 High Street
Rainham

Tel: 0634-364988

J.J. Decorators

For all Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating
including Paperhanging, Rag Rolling,
and Scumbling

For a Professional Service phone

Medway 365009
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Smart and casual
clothes. Accessories
to mix and match,
Friendly, personal

service.

«158 HIGH STREET.
ROCHESTER

alle,
Al
=)
unr

TEL. MED

RAILWAY
GARAGE

Webster Road, Rainham
SERVICING
CRYPTON TUNING
HYDROLASTIC PUMP UP
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
GENERAL MOTOR REPAIRS

35560 |

LEATHER & TRAVEL GOODS

Leather Handbags, Brief Cases,
Purses & Wallets, Belts, Fashion Bags,
Shopping Trolleys, Sports Bags,
Slippers, Gifts, Suitcases, Travel Bags

37 High Street, Rainham
Medway 376804

MEDWAY i

under NHS

Hours: Mon - Fri 9—6
Late evening appointments up to 8pm
can be arrranged by request
Home visits available for disabled

Telephone Medway 32204 J

DENTAL SURGERY |

S.G. HILL
MSc.BDS.LDS.RCS.MGDS.RCPS.
367 MAIDSTONE ROAD, WIGMORE

) (opposite Queen’s Head)
Full range of treatment available

Diary 9l
February 24th — Medway Group Ramblers

Association. Start 2.00pm. Meet at the Riverside
Country Park, Rainham (4 miles).

February 26th — St Matthew’s Women’s Fellowship.

Australian Evening.

February 26th — Medway Camera Club. Wilson
Memorial Trophy (slides). At Maidstone,

St Andrew’s Hall, Oakwood.

February 28th — Medway and District Group HF
Holidays. Meet ‘Running Horse” Chatham/
Maidstone A229 road. 2.00pm. About 42 mile
walk.

Fe ry 28th — Medway Camera Club. 4th Print
Competition. Judge G. Boden.

March 1st — Women'’s World Day of Prayer
‘On the Journey together’. 7.30pm St Margaret’s
Rainham and in the afternoon at Twydall and
Wigmore.

March 1st — Gillingham Music Society. ‘The
Nineteen Thirties’ — An Anthology of Words
and Music from Harold and Dorothy Rogers.

March 2nd — Medway and District Group HF
Holidays. Meet Sole Street Station. 10.40am.
Dry lunch on Downs at Upper Halling, possibly
pub stop.

March 2nd — Medway Group Ramblers Association.

Start 10.30am. Meet at Stoke Church, on the

MT NEWLITE G|
NEWLITE WINDOWS LTD Q
Replacement

Windows and Doors
uPVC Fascias, Soffits
and Cladding
Top
Quality and Value
RING

MED 377877 T MEMBER OF

ALL TUFFLEX GROUP

2
lﬂ'.b‘-

y BODY CARE
BEAUTICIANS & TONING TABLES
212 Station Road, Rainham
LOSE INCHES on our Toning Tables
SPOIL YOURSELF » wife, friend, relative,
to one of our many Beauty Treatments
i.e., GS, Vacuqm Suction, Facial, Body
Massage, Waxing, Nail Extensions etc.

_ GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
Ring now for more details and ask al( i
our SPECIAL OFFERS

ARPETLINE

SHOWROOM 39 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM

Carpet, Rugs and Vinyl Supplies
( HOME SELECTION SERVICE

Medway 34882

Grain peninsula, GR823751. Park nearby
(8 mile walk).

March 3rd — Medway and District Group of HF
Holidays. Meet Aylesford Station 2.00pm.
Riverside walk to Allington Locks — 4 miles.

March 3rd — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.15pm. Penenden Heath (Bottle Bank).

March 3rd — Medway Group Ramblers Association.
Start 10.30am. Meet at Eynsford (on the A225)
in the car park, GR540655. (6 miles),

March 4th — ‘Wigmore Road Safety Club (Tufty)’.
2.30-3.15pm.

March 7th — Maidstone Recorded Music Club.
AGM.

March 7th — Medway Camera Club. Towards better
photography. A.E. Pullen ARPS (taped).

March 8th — Medway and District Group HF
Holidays. Annual General Meeting to be held at
‘Dodgers Diner’ Restaurant, High Street,
Rochester. 7.00pm followed by an interesting
talk by Mr Cheesman on Country Walking
Sticks.

March 9th — Wakeley Junior School, Wakeley
Road, Rainham. JUMBLE SALE. 2.00pm.

March 10th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Meet 2.15pm West Malling car park, on left at
top of main street.

March 10th — Medway Group Ramblers
Association. Start 11.00am. Meet at the
Westgate end of St Dunstans Street, Canterbury
(4 miles).

ALL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

DECORATION, ARTEXING,
PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
ROOF REPAIRS, GUTTERS,
PAVING, FENCING &
BUILDING CLEARANCE

All Insurance & Small Works Undertaken
A.P.M. Services

" Tel: (0634) 35902 RAINHAM'S ONLY CARPET SPECIALIST TEL. 377687
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES DAVE'’S  CUp Aishin HW p' Morris
TIMBER DOORS REPLACED WITH PHONES BILLS! Triumph ’ Dso Rover
UP AND o: :E RS. INSTALLATIONS £££’s LOWER PAY LTD M.G.
D REPAIRS THAN STORES i i
BY THE SPECIALISTS & MAIL ORDER PHONES A'UW High Street, Rainham, Medway 377244 &srm ROVER
FAX MACHINES
o e dyemne | | |2 Parts centre ===
= :m‘d:"h:;t:'aﬂ; 62 JEFFERY STREET LOOK NOW
ay : 8 émm gﬁm Mggggsv Largest Range of Leyland spares in this area.




Small Ads

Published: March 2nd
Copy Date: February 16th
Private: 40p per line
Commercial: 80p per line

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
5 Mereshorough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham.
Tel: 31307.

MATHEMATICS - GCSE &
PRE-SELECTION (11 +)
Long establ. local tutor avail.
for groups or individuals.
Excellent results. Call 52647.

CHIROPODIST. Mrs D.

Dabestani (MBChA). Med: 35264.

VAN SERVICE. Light Van.
Local delivery items moved or
picked up. Clearance, garden,
rubbish etc. Medway 371769.

DISCO — professional enter-
tainment for any occasion.
‘The Black Pepper Roadshow’.
Jim Lindsay 3665923 or

0860 484431.

LAWNMOWER SERVICE.
Sharpening and all garden
machinery repairs. Collection &
delivery. Medway 361217.

FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCES
DMS Insurance Services. Free
quotations. 123 High Street,
Rainham. Med 375136.

Ventilators fitted to suit Gas
Board requirements.
‘ADAPTABILITY’ Med: 35530.

ROOFING CONTRACTOR.
All types of roofing work,
vertical tiling and guttering
undertaken. Estimates Free.
Phone Dave Moon on 375069.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL

FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.

Sundays 11am and 6.30pm,
Children 10am, Bible Class
2.45pm. Bible Study and Prayer
Meeting Tuesdays 7.45pm.
Visitors welcome.

Pastor: Rev, T.J. Wood
Medway 388187.

BRAS FROM TEENS (30AA)
to Fuller Figure Sizes (48C).
Larger on request. ‘Berlei’,
‘Gossard’, ‘Exquisite Form’,
‘Silhouette’, Hookside Girdles,
Roll-ons, Panti Girdles,
Corselettes. Many at bargain
prices. Now in stock:
Mastectomy Bras. ‘PAT’,

63 High Street.

PAINTING, DECORATING,
PLUMBING & All Odd Jobs.
If you’ve got a problem in the
home or in the garden then ring

‘ADAPTABILITY’ Med: 35530,

SOPHISTI-CATS (incorporat-
ing The Cat’s Whiskers) now
have the most comprehensive
selection of gifts available.
Room scenters, Home Sweet
Home (Collection of Cats),
Wooden Jigsaw names, Russian
Nesting Dolls, Aynsley China,
Caithness Glass, Swarovski
Crystal animals, Jewellery,
Medici cards, North Light,
Border Fine Arts and Teviot-
dale sculptures, Collectors’
Dolls, etc., etc. Call and see for
yourself. 31 Station Road,
Rainham. Tel. 361436,

TAPE/SLIDE SHOWS, Kent
Villages etc. Ideal for club

evenings, usually available at
short notice, £10 per evening.
Mr C. Coe, Medway 361240.

SEWING ALTERATIONS
New Zips etc. Tel: Med. 35484.
R.T. CARPENTRY

Guild of Master Craftsmen
Loft conversions, extensions,
alterations, doors, windows,
kitchens, wardrobes.

Free estimates and advice.

Med 372367. Refs available.
No job too small.

DOUBLE GLAZING. YOU
ONLY SEE ME. Estimate,
Survey, and install myself.
UPVC, Aluminium or hard-
wood. Also Secondary. For free
advice and estimates Mr Thorn,
Med 30691, Mobile 0860 517487.

SWIMWEAR in stock all year,
32 to 46 bust. ‘PAT’, 63 High St.

PHOTOCOPYING SERVICE.
Discount for large quantities.
DMS , 123 High Street,
Rainham. (Next to Post Office)
Med. 375136,

PAINTER DECORATOR. Int.
& Ext. Wallpapering, Dragging,
Stencils, Ragrolling. Portfolio &
References. No job too small.
P.J. McGuiness. Med: 387161.

DENTURE REPAIRS FOR
Quick Service Med: 366040.

BYGONE KENT foundg™ 979.
A monthly magazine on % it
history. Only £16.50 per year by
post, £15.00 collected from
shop. Overstocks of some back
issues on special offer 50p each.
Rainham Bookshop,

17 Station Road. Med: 371591.

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE
HALL available Sat. till
midnight for receptions, dances
& parties. Phone: Med. 374732,

THE GRANARY CHURCH,
Rainham Evangelical,
Rainham Community Centre,
Granary Close.

Sunday — 10.15am.

Other meetings in homes.
Pastor: The Rev. P.S. Harper.
Details Tel: Newington 843550.

COUTURE DRESSMAKER.
Your own material made to
meas. Bridal & Eve wear a
speciality. Alt. also undcr( 1.
Tel: Med 361450. :

THINKING ABOUT AN
EXTENSION? Save Money on
our special winter estimates.
Portfolio available for viewing.
Glenn Miller Building.
Medway 360080,

‘A PIECE OF CAKE’

Novelty Cakes for all Occasions
— Anniversary, Birthday,
Christmas etc. Med: 372192.

LEAKING TAPS RE-SLATLED,
Overflows, Toilets etc. Qutside
taps and washing machines
fitted. Med: 373208.
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NEED A PLUMBER?
For that small job or annoying
leak tel: 34149.

SUPER SELECTION of Night-
wear & Housecoats, plus co-
ordinated undies by ‘Charnos’,
‘Gossard’, ‘Naturana’. Full
range of Hosiery. Day — Evening
wear. ‘Elbeo’, ‘Pretty Polly’,
‘Aristoc’. ‘PAT’, 63 High St.

PUMP FARM — our own
apples & pears (Bramleys, Coxs,
Worcesters, Fiesta, Conference,
ete> Also free range eggs;

HL ,; Apple Juice etc. We are
also agents for Calor Gas. Open
6 days per week: Tuesdays to
Sundays 10am-5.30pm. Closed
Mondays. Situated below bridge
in Pump Lane, Rainham.

CARPENTRY WORK
CARRIED OUT. Hardwood
and softwood doors, building
repairs, etc. Old furniture
restored or purchased.

Tel: Newington 843692.

LADYFAIR SALON Special
Offer! Perms & Highlights
£13.50. Mon and Thurs only.
‘Professional service at a price
you can afford” Med. 33749.

GARDEN CONTRACTOR/
TREE SURGEON. Trees,
Fences, Lawns, Patios etc.

Your problem is our business —
Jim Lindsay 366923 or

0860 484431.

D( .A'S CAKES — any
special occasion. Wedding,
Birthday, Christening, etc.
Med: 864898. Free local delivery.

STEVEN BURTON

The Complete Landscaping and
Garden Maintenance Service.
Initial clearance — Turfing —
Lawn Maintenance — Pruning
— Tree Work etc. Free
estimates — Med: 684905.

TONY CHESTNUT FOR
Magic, Balloon Models and Fun
at your Party.

Ring Medway 366192

for details.

TREE FELLING & TRIMMING
Life-time of experience.
Ray Wade, Med: 33957.

ADAM & WARE BUILDING
& Repair Service. Double
Glazing, Carpentry and
Brickwork. Conservatories,
Porches & Kitchens. All trades.
Medway 387614/366257.

BBC VIDEOS

are now for sale at the
Rainham Bookshop

17 Station Road. Med: 371591.

CHRYSANTHEMUMS —
Blooms & Spray. Cut Daily —
Always available at
Meresborough Nursery.
Medway 31639.

UPPER CRUST CATERING
For all your catering needs.
Tel: 0634 31347.

Call PAINTING PRETTY
for all types of

Home Decorating

on Newington 843028,
OAKLEY DECORATORS
Interior/Exterior. General
Repairs. Competitive Rates.
Tel: Medway 388397.

P.B. BUILDERS. ALL
BUILDING and carpentry work
undertaken. Property main-
tenance and general repairs.
Med.33320 or 32901 for prompt
service.

MC CONSTRUCTION
Property Maintenance for all
your Carpentry, Roofing Repairs
Chimneys Repointed and
Guttering. For free estimates
phone Medway 362437,

SPECIAL OCCASION Outfits.
34-50 hip plus various
accessories. ‘PAT’, 63 High St.

SCHOOL LOCAL MANAGE-
MENT. We can make your life
easier by obtaining all your
books swiftly (usually) and
efficiently. Rainham Bookshop,
17 Station Road. Med: 371591.

UP & OVER Garage Doors &
Frames supplied and fitted.

Free Estimates given.
‘ADAPTABILITY’ Med: 35530.

MEDWAY HEARING AIDS
Home visits arranged by
registered qualified dispenser.
For Sales and Service

Tel Medway 31937.
Upholstery and furniture
refurbished any make or style.
New (FR) fire resistant standard
fabrics and fillings used.
Loose covers, curtains, and
bedcovers made to measure.
Tel: Medway 31877.

NEW LIFE COMMUNITY
CHURCH Sundays 10.15am.
Community Hall, Hempstead
Valley Shopping Centre.
Further details from

Allan Smith, Medway 377684.

PARK WOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Park Wood
Green, Sunday Services:
10.15am and 7.00pm. House
fellowship Wednesdays and
Thursdays. Further details from
Tony Furze, Medway 364274.

GUITAR TUITION by qualitied
teacher Medway 376608,

GUIDE DOGS. Please take
your foil to these points —

10 Primrose Avenue, Wigmore
15 Tyler Drive, Parkwood

344 Broadway, Twydall. 387446.

WASTE PAPER is collected by
4th Gillingham Sea Scouts.
Please leave boxed or tied
bundles by their hut at St
Georges Hall, Berengrave Lane
any time.

THE
SAMARITAN

RING MEDWAY 44846
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Robert J. Kitney

Building Contractor of Repute and Distinction

BRICK EXTENSIONS AND S
COMPLETE HOUSES NO JOB TOO BIG
ALSO MAINTENANCE ! OR SMALL

DIVISION
Medway 363669
WHERE NO INFERIOR TRADESMAN OR MATERIALS ARE USED

C.

@@gé’fé@ﬂg @ ;6 | | GOODEBODIES ™~

Natural Beauty
A Complete Collection of
ART GALLERY skin, hair and body care
* Framing Colour Cosmetics — Pot-pouris
* Oils, . Beauty Accessories
" ﬁam‘;gf'o‘”'" Goodebodies products are

non animal tested or content

*

£oition 37 RAINHAM SHOPPING CENTRE,
# Picture Restoration RAINHAM, KENT.
164 High Street, Rainham, Tel: 0634 373828 FAX: 0634 374189
Kent ME8 8AT Medway 32509 ACCESS & VISA WELCOME

’Bargvtﬁﬁ}i?rfwé?ga%:f\ssgﬁ' RED Rﬂln"nm CnB Co.

by Don Sattin £9.95

‘Who's Buried Where in Kent

by Alan Major £5.95 ».
‘Aircraft Casualties in Kent 1939-40"  £12.95
‘Wartime Kent 1939-40"

from the Radio Kent series £6.95
e e 34567 —363939
by Roy Humphreys £7.95
RAINHAM BOOKSHOP OREN 21HOURY
17-25 Station Road, Rainham CABS AND MINI-BUSES

Medway 371591

JOHN WEIR
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

‘A Family Owned and Run Business

130 High St, Rainham. Med.373111 Day and Night Service
127 Watling St, Gillingham. Med.55558 Chapel of Rest




